
“Growing Koa in Hawai‘i Nei” 

Symposium 2012 
 

Kilauea Military Camp, Ohia Room, Volcano, HI 

November 16th, 2012 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
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Program 
 

 9:00 am – Welcome—Tai Lake, President, Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association 
 

 9:05 am – Koa Mo‘olelo—Cheyenne Hiapo Perry, Coordinator, Mauna Kea             
Watershed Alliance 

 

 9:35 am – Keynote Address:  The right Koa for You… 
 Dr. Charles Michler, Director, Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement and 

Regeneration Center 
 

10:15 am – Distribution of Koa Growers Survey Results—Julie Gaertner, HFIA Intern 
and UH-Hilo TCBES Graduate Program 

 

10:25 am – Economic Analysis of Growing Koa: A Reality Check—Dr. J. B. Friday,   
Extension Forester, University of Hawai‘i 

 

10:45 am – Coffee break  
 

11:00 am – Case Study:  Humu‘ula Salvage and Reforestation—Mike Robinson,    
Property Development Agent, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 

 

11:20 am – Case Study:  Keauhou Koa Forest Management—Nicholas Koch, General  
Manager, Forest Solutions Inc.  

 

11:40 am – Panel:  Plantation Establishment Techniques 
  

Facilitating Forest Recovery Following Cattle Grazing at Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park—Sierra McDaniel, Botanist, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park; 
National Park Service  
 

Reforestation to Preserve and Protect Native Hawaiian Species at        
Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge—Steve Kendall, Biologist, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service; Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge  
 

Singling, Tip Pruning and Stem Form Improvement in Young Koa—
Nicholas Koch, General Manager, Forest Solutions Inc.  

 

12:30 pm – Lunch 
 Mapping Koa Exercise:  What is now and what will be in 2020?—Julie 

Gaertner, HFIA Intern; UH-Hilo TCBES Graduate Program  
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 1:30 pm – Panel:  Harvesting and Marketing Panel - Historic review of volume,    
value, prices, and products 

 

All Koa Lumber Has Value—Jay Warner, Owner, Awapuhi Farms and Mill  
 

Harvesting and Marketing Young Second-growth Koa—J. B. Friday,      
Extension Forester, University of Hawai‘i 
 

Current Koa Markets and Future Predictions—Jorma Winkler, Business 
Owner, JACY Inc. 
 

Marketing and Selling the Finished Product—Tai Lake, President HFIA and 
Tai Lake Fine Woodworking   

 

 2:45 pm – Koa, Carbon Markets and Conservation Easements—Sheri S. Mann,        
Forestry Program Manager, DLNR-Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

 
 

 3:15 pm – Coffee Break 
 

 3:30 pm – 2020: A Clear Vision (group goal setting for koa forests in the year 2020)—
Mike Robinson, Property Development Agent, Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands 

 

 3:55 pm – Forestry Incentive Programs for Land Management and Conservation-
Real Life Stories—M. Irene Sprecher, DLNR-Division of Forestry and    
Wildlife 

 

4:30 pm – Announcements—Heather Simmons, Executive Director, HFIA;                   
J. B. Friday, Extension Forester, University of Hawai‘i 

 

 4:45 pm – Closing Cultural Protocol—Cheyenne Hiapo Perry, Coordinator, Mauna 
Kea Watershed Alliance 

 

 5:00 pm – Adjourn—Mike Robinson, Property Development Agent, Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands 

 

 5:30 pm – Pau Hana Reception 
 

A special mahalo to Master of Ceremonies Paul Scowcroft, Research Forester with 
Pacific Southwest Research Station Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry.  
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Speakers 
 

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Charles Michler, Director 
Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement & Regeneration Center 
In addition to overseeing the Hawai‘i Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement and Regen-
eration Center, Dr. Charles Michler leads the strategic planning for hardwood research 
and development of nine principal scientists at Purdue University.  Currently, Dr. Michler 
is Site Director of the National Science Foundation Industry University Cooperative Re-
search Center, Center for Advanced Forestry Systems.  Over Dr. Michler’s career, he has 
produced over 184 publications, ranging from refereed papers, proceedings, popular 
articles, and reports.  He has been instrumental in procuring four endowments on Pur-
due’s behalf, totaling $39.8 million.    
 

Dr. J. B. Friday, Extension Forester, University of Hawai‘i 
As extension forester for the University of Hawai‘i, Dr. J. B. Friday works with landown-
ers, tree farmers, and professional foresters throughout the state on management of 
both native forests and tree farms.  His particular interests are in restoration of native 
forests, silviculture of Acacia koa, agroforestry, and management of high value planta-
tion timber species.  Prior to coming to Hawai‘i, Dr. Friday worked in agroforestry exten-
sion in the Philippines with the US Peace Corps.  Dr. Friday is originally from the north-
east, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in biology at Dartmouth in 1982 and a mas-
ter’s in forestry at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies in 1985.  He did 
his doctoral research on agroforestry on Kaua‘i on competition between hedgerows and 
crops for light and nutrients and graduated from UH Mānoa in 1998.  
 

Julie Gaertner, HFIA Intern and UH-Hilo TCBES Graduate Program 
Julie Gaertner is a graduate student in the Tropical Conservation Biology and Environ-
mental Science (TCBES) program at University of Hawai‘i Hilo.  Her current research in-
cludes mapping the distribution of albizia trees (Falcaltaria moluccana) using satellite 
imagery, ArcGIS, and remote sensing software.  She received her BA from the University 
of Washington Seattle, College of Forest Resources in Environmental Science and Re-
source Management with a minor in Water Resource Management.  She has lived on 
Hawai‘i Island for three years and operates a native plant nursery and environmental 
consulting business.  She was contracted by the Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association 
(HFIA) to conduct koa grower and land manager surveys and to help organize the 
“Growing Koa in Hawai‘i Nei” Symposium 2012. 
 

Steve Kendall, Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Steve Kendall Is a Wildlife Biologist at Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge, where he 
worked on a variety of monitoring, invasive species control, educational and research 
projects.  He primarily works with native forest birds and plants, several of which are 
endangered.  He has been in this position since June 2011.  Prior to coming to Hawaii, 
Mr. Kendall lived and worked in Alaska for 30 years.  Most recently he was working  as a 
wildlife biologist at Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, a 20 million acre refuge in Northeast-
ern Alaska.  He also worked on biological projects at several other Alaska refuges; moni-
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tored the impacts of the Exxon Valdez oil spill on seabirds and 
marine mammals in Prince William Sound, collected biological 
data on commercial fishing boats in the Bering Sea and Gulf of 
Alaska, and monitored walrus harvest by Native Alaskan hunt-
ers.  He grew up on a farm in western Wisconsin and received 
a Bachelor of Science degrees in Wildlife Management and 
Biology at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point.  He re-
ceived a Masters of Art Teaching degree in Secondary Educa-
tion (biology) at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. 
 

Nicholas Koch, General Manager,  
Forest Solutions Inc.  
As General Manager of Forest Solutions, Inc. (FSI), Nicholas 
Koch is responsible for all their plantation and native forestry 
projects in Hawai‘i, including managing Nursery Solutions, Inc., a nursery capable of pro-
ducing two million seedlings annually.  Previously, he supervised the development of a 
weather and evapotranspiration model for Hawai‘i Island, resulting in software that opti-
mizes the match between tree species and site conditions using remote sensing.  From 
2003-2008, Mr. Koch was responsible for native forest stewardship projects on behalf of 
Kamehameha Schools, including the successful coordination of the first FSC-certified for-
est in the State of Hawai‘i.  As a research forester, he designed and executed silvicultural, 
genetic and pathogen-control trials on plantation eucalyptus and native Hawaiian spe-
cies.  He earned his Bachelor of Science degree in forest management at the State Uni-
versity of New York Syracuse, with a minor in business management.    
 

Tai Lake, President, HFIA and Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
Tai Lake has been the President of HFIA since 2010 and has served on the HFIA Board 
since 2006.  He designs and builds fine furniture from local hardwoods and manages a 
koa forest project in Kona on Hawai‘i Island.  A lifelong dedication to the study of wood-
working and design began in his family's construction business and was refined through 
study at Buckminster Fullers' design department at Southern Illinois University.  Mr. Lake 
came to Hawai‘i in 1980 as an architectural woodworker after a woodworking appren-
ticeship that took him all across the United States. These "journeyman" travels put him 
in touch with master craftsmen, architects, and artists, and allowed him to work on a 
wide variety of challenging projects.  Years spent in the Pacific Northwest allowed him to 
become involved with forestry as a way of life, and today a cornerstone of the work he 
produces is the connection of the craftsman with the long term health of the forest.  He 
is a member of the Big Island Woodworkers Guild and lives in Holualoa in West Hawai‘i.  
His work has received numerous awards; images of his work have been published nation-
ally; and he promotes and sells his work in local, national, and international markets.  
 

Sheri S. Mann, Forestry Program Manager, DLNR-Division of Forestry & Wildlife 
As the Forestry Program Manager at DLNR-Division of Forestry and Wildlife, Sheri S. 
Mann oversees the State's Forest Reserve System (FRS), approximately 650,000 acres 
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across the archipelago.  She has developed forest product revenue and funding sources 
to support long term sustainable management of the FRS.  She supervises staff working 
on state and federal landowner assistance programs and liaises with regional, national 
and international agencies on forestry initiatives that enhance natural resource manage-
ment capacity in Hawai‘i.  Ms. Mann is the owner of Pacific Forestry Consultants (PFC), a 
group of experts in a variety of environmental fields that are dedicated to the conserva-
tion of nature.  She previously served as Cooperative Resource Management Forester at 
the State of Hawai‘i, Territorial Forester at Government of American Samoa, and Agrofor-
ester for the US Peace Corps.  She received her MS Degree in Forestry at Northern Arizo-
na University and her BA in Academic Psychology at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville.   
 

Sierra McDaniel, Botanist, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park; National Park Service  
Sierra McDaniel is a graduate of University of Hawai‘i, Hilo and has been working in natu-
ral resource management at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park for 11 years.  Currently Ms. 
McDaniel coordinates the restoration program at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, which 
includes koa-ohia forest restoration, post fire rehabilitation, and the rare and endangered 
plant recovery program. 
 

Cheyenne Hiapo Perry, Coordinator, Mauna Kea Watershed Alliance 
Cheyenne Hiapo Perry received his Bachelor of Arts Degree in Marine Science and Mas-
ters of Science Degree in Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science at the 
University of Hawai‘i, Hilo.  In an internship with the University of Hawai‘i Hawaiian In-
ternship Program in the summer of 1998, he began to work in forests studying mangrove 
ecosystems.  These experiences led to other work with Operation Miconia in 2001 and 
2003, and with the US Forest Service in Hilo in 2002 that eventually led to a permanent 
position with the US Forest Service in 2003.  Inspired by native Hawaiian forests, he re-
turned to school in 2007 and worked as a graduate intern for the Department of Hawai-
ian Home Lands where he created a Fire Management Plan for Humu‘ula and studied 
how shading affects productivity of the invasive rangeland weed gorse located on the 
eastern slope of Mauna Kea.  He is currently working as the Watershed Coordinator for 
the Mauna Kea Watershed Alliance. 
 

Mike Robinson, Property Development Agent, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
A resident of Hilo, Mike Robinson has practiced forestry for 29 years, the last 16 in Ha-
wai‘i.  He is a certified professional forester with the Society of American Foresters, and 
has been a member of the International Society of Tropical Foresters since 1983.  He 
served for three years as HFIA’s Executive Director and he is a Past President and current 
Director of HFIA.  He chaired the Economic Development working group for the  
Hawai‘i Tropical Forest Recovery Act of 1993 and is a past member of the State’s Forest 
Stewardship Committee.  He owns and operates RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, a natural 
resource planning and project management firm.  Since 1999, Mr. Robinson has been 
establishing a high-value hardwood plantation on 15 acres of family land in Hāmākua.  
Since 2003, Mr. Robinson has been employed by the Department of Hawaiian Home 
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Lands.  His current projects include the control of gorse on Mauna Kea via tree 
plantations and the restoration of koa forests via a series of salvage sales – the first 
significant koa sales on state lands in over 25 years.  His goal is to see a thriving industry 
on all islands, using local wood and local talent.   
 

Melissa Irene Sprecher, DLNR-Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Melissa Irene Sprecher has been with the State of Hawaii's Division of Forestry and Wild-
life for the past six years, most recently as the Cooperative Resource Management For-
ester.  Her primary responsibility is to oversee the private land assistance and incentive 
programs, including programs that support land management and conservation acquisi-
tions.  Ms. Sprecher has been involved in many forest acquisition projects and grants, 
including the first conservation easement held by the State ; has assisted landowners 
with development of forest management plans to participate in the Forest Stewardship 
Program; and helped design a Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) for 
application in Hawai‘i.  She also currently serves as the state coordinator for the Hawaii 
CREP, a new program that supports forest restoration on degraded agricultural lands.   
 

Jay Warner, Owner/Operator, Awapuhi Farms and Mill  
Jay Warner has served on the HFIA Board since 2006.  As owner of Awapuhi Farms and 
Mill in Mountain View on Hawai‘i Island, he is currently working with a crew reclaiming 
and milling dead or dying koa from pasture land that once was forested in Waipunalei, 
more the 5,000 feet up the slopes of Mauna Kea.  He was introduced to woodworking 
when he was in college in Oregon and has created fine furniture ever since.  Mr. Warner 
is an awarding-winning woodworker and has been featured in publications including Con-
temporary Hawai‘i Woodworkers.  He also enjoys growing koa seedlings in his nurseries, 
where he starts several thousand koa trees a year, both at higher and low elevations. 
 

Jorma Winkler, Business Owner, JACY Inc. 
HFIA O‘ahu Director Jorma Winkler has been involved in Hawaii’s wood industry for over 
35 years.  He has experience in all facets of the industry, with specialties in raw material 
manufacturing, international business, and wholesale and retail supply of raw materials, 
value-added goods, and finished products.  He worked at Winkler Wood Products, Inc. 
with his father Ed Winkler while getting his business degree at the University of Hawai‘i. 
He graduated in 1990 with a BBA and minor in math and economics.  After several years 
in the finance industry, Mr. Winkler moved to Japan to fulfill a lifelong dream of living 
and working in Japan with hopes of learning the language enough to have a business that 
allowed him to operate in Hawai‘i and Japan.  He fulfilled that dream when he started a 
trading company specializing in koa and other Hawaiian species targeting mostly the mu-
sical instrument market.  He furthered his business endeavors to include primary manu-
facturing of Hawaiian species into veneers in Japan, supplying customers 
around the world. In 2004, he secured the DHHL contract to salvage, 
harvest and reforest 100+ acres of koa forest.  His Big Island Ukulele Co., 
has had steady growth over the last 6 years and his ukuleles can be 
found in music shops in Hawai‘i, North America, Asia, and Europe.  
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Mahalo to Symposium Sponsors 
 

Koa Tree Sponsors 
County of Hawai‘i Department of Research & Development 

Tropical Hardwood Tree Improvement and Regeneration Center 
 

Koa Seedling Sponsors  
Awapuhi Farms & Mill 

Division of Forestry & Wildlife 
  

Koa Seed Sponsors 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Hawaii Forest & Trail 

Heather and Peter Simmons 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Koa Symposium Planning Committee  
Mike Robinson (Chair): Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, HFIA, HFI 
Peter Simmons: In the Woods HFIA, HFI 
Travis Idol: UH Department of Agronomy & Soil Science, HFI 
Nick Koch: Forest Solutions, HFIA 
J.B. Friday: UH College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, HFI 
Sheri Mann: DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife 
Kama Dancil: Kamehameha Schools 
Cheyenne Perry: Mauna Kea Watershed Alliance 
Michael Constantinides: Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Paul Scowcroft: US Forest Service 
Orlo Steele: Hawaii Community College Forest Team 
Julie Gaertner: HFIA Koa Symposium Student Intern 
Heather Simmons: HFIA, HFI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 

P.O. Box 66  ‘O‘ōkala, HI  96774 

808-933-9411  hfia@hawaiiforest.org  www.hawaiiforest.org 

mailto:heather.hfia@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/

