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Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest Flourishes 
 

HFIA and HFI, along with community partners, 
continue to maintain and enhance the Pana‘ewa Zoo 
Discovery Forest at the Pana‘ewa Rainforest Zoo & 
Gardens in Hilo.   
 
The Discovery Forest features a demonstration of 
native, cultural, and medicinal plants. Culturally 
significant plants that once grew in the traditional 
farms and native forests of East Hawai‘i are fea-
tured, including Polynesian-introduced plants that 
arrived with migrations in voyaging canoes. These 
"canoe plants", along with many endemic species, 
play essential roles in Hawaiian culture, for food, 
fiber, tools, implements, building materials, and 
medicine. Many of these culturally significant 
plants have found a place in the Discovery Forest. 
 
Although the zoo closed in March 2020 due to 
COVID-19, Project Coordinator Mika Gallardo was 
allowed to continue to maintain the site.  She had 
faded Native Forest and Agro Forest interpretive 
signs replaced and worked with contractor Scott 
Mead to level the last section of the site.   
 
The zoo opened in July of this year.  Students from 
Connections Charter School volunteered their time 
to weed and outplant seedlings in October.  The 
Strong Foundation funded the project this year.  

 Volunteer at the Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest.  

http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=%2Fgp%2Fbrowse.html%3Fnode%3D12745394011&ein=90-0108457
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=3GPJSETUTRMSO&R=DR3XCRA4CVFE&T=C&U=http://smile.amazon.com/gp/charity/homepage.html?orig=/gp/browse.html?node%3D12745394011&ein=90-0108457&ref_=pe_732550_218150290&A=ZADB35FMBDABAHJY2KLAJG2GDV0A&H=0FBQY3A1OXM88CL0TPSAXYC1O
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Rapid-Ohia-Death-Poster.pdf
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
http://hdoa.hawaii.gov/blog/main/reportingohiawilt/
https://cms.ctahr.hawaii.edu/rod/

