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Atherton Family Foundation Supports Ka‘ūpūlehu
Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘a Outreach Program

T

he Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) has been awarded a
$10,000 grant from the Atherton Family Foundation
for the Ka’ūpūlehu Dryland Forest Stewardship Project. The outreach program, Ho’ola ka Makana’ā—healing
the place budding up out of the lava, involves restoring
76 acres of remnant dryland habitat while sharing its historical, cultural, and restoration aspects with West Hawaii’s youth. “The name is significant and symbolic of
the challenge to facilitate native dryland forest recovery.
It also represents the budding up of support from a hard
place and carries the hope that seeds planted here in the
soil will grow into an awareness and desire to revitalize
other dryland forest ecosystems in peril”, said Ka’ūpūlehu Outreach Coordinator Yvonne Yarber Carter.

This forest restoration project has provided many
opportunities for gathering, cultural practices, and ways
to learn about the native forest. Returning groups make
up the majority of the more than 3,000 volunteers who
have provided over 13,000 work hours in the last six
years. The Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘a program continues to
grow, with new groups visiting the forest each year.
The forest stewardship program is planned and coordinated by Ka’ūpūlehu Cultural Ecology Team members Site Manager Wilds Pihanui Brawner, Yvonne Yarber Carter, and Cultural Educator Keoki Apokolani
Carter. To date, over 6,000 native seedling have been
outplanted and 29 of the 76 acres are being intensively
managed.
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Through his new Mea La‘au curriculum, Keoki Carter teaches Kanu O Ka ‘Āina students
about woods in an activity in which the students guess whether the wood lana (float) or
piholo (sink) and whether it could be used makai to build a wa‘a.
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Keoki Carter, who has a Master Degree in
Wood Technology, has been pilot testing his new
Mea La’au (objects from plants and trees) curriculum. Mea La’au involves the demonstration of
native Hawaiian plants and trees for tools and
implements and offers suggestions for alternatives to endangered species.
HFIA is in the process of developing a longrange management plan for Ka’ūpūlehu Preserve, which will serve as a guide for restoration
and outreach efforts. The plan in scheduled for
completion by the end of this year.
Other project sponsors include Kamehameha
Schools; Arthur Lawrence Mullaly Fund and
Kukio Fund of the Hawai’i Community Foundation, Bill Healy Foundation, Hawai'i Tourism Authority’s Kūkulu Ola: Living Hawaiian Culture
Program; County of Hawai'i Department of Research and Development; and the Office of Innovation and Improvement of the U.S. Department
of Education through Cultural & Historical Organizations (ECHO).
To learn more about dryland forest restoration and outreach efforts in West Hawai‘i, go to
www.drylandforest.org or visit HFIA’s website
at www.hawaiiforest.org/reports/dryland. Photos by Yvonne Yarber Carter.
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Students field testing hand made o’o bars.

Keoki Carter shares mana’o about protecting rare natives as would
have been done in a kapu system of old, and advocates for more utilization of invasive species with similar properties for traditional arts and
tools. Here he demonstrates wood density of select native and nonnative woods with Dr. Jonathan Price’s UH-Hilo students.

!
Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest Project Receives Community Support

H

FIA and Hawai‘i County Parks & Recreation
(P&R), along with a diverse group of community partners, has launched the Pana‘ewa Zoo
Discovery Forest project. The project is engaging
community volunteers in creating and maintaining a
demonstration forest at the Pana‘ewa Rainforest Zoo
& Gardens in Hilo. The three-acre project is providing education, recreation, and volunteer opportunities for community residents and visitors.
Project plans include a native forest demonstrating native Hawaiian plants and aviaries with native
Hawaiian birds; a plantation forest demonstrating
selected high-value hardwood species; an agro-forest

demonstrating cultural, medicinal, overstory, midstory, and understory plants; and interpretive materials and signage.
County P&R have already cleared most of the
plantation and agro-forest areas and the existing native forest will be selectively cleared of invasive species and outplanted with natives.
Mike Donoho, Kukui Planning Company, has
been selected to coordinate the project. “This project
presents a unique opportunity to increase interest in
the Pana‘ewa Rainforest Zoo & Gardens by emphasizing the forest aspect as an attraction and educational destination”, said Donoho. He continues, “The
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process will build on the existing community stewardship of the zoo through hands-on volunteer work
by individuals as well as support from local businesses, schools, and civic organizations.”
Donoho is working with the Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest Committee to create the Discovery
Forest, which is scheduled to be open to the public
next year. “There will be volunteer opportunities in
all phases of this project including preparing the site
for planting; collecting and propagating seed; outplanting seedlings; and caring for new plants”, said
Aileen Yeh, Committee Chair and HFIA Vicepresident.
Community support for the project so far has
been significant. UH College of Tropical Agriculture
and Human Resources provided the soil survey and
will be providing technical assistance; Leonard Bisel
& Associates are creating the landscape drawings,
donating half of their work to the project; Forest Solutions is contributing hardwood seedlings and technical assistance; Aileen’s Nursery is contributing Bigleaf Mahogany and gold tree seedlings; Dr. Yiqing Li
and his UH-Hilo Tropical Forestry Program students
will be tagging, monitoring, and documenting plant
growth, phenology and mortality rates.

Hawai‘i Tourism Authority contributed $30,000,
Change Happens Foundation contributed $5,000
through the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, and Jay Warner
contributed $850 through a Mahogany auction fundraiser. Others who have expressed an interest in participating in the project included Hawai‘i Community College’s Forest TEAM and Jr. Forest TEAM;
San Diego Zoo Institute of Conservation Research;
Rotary Club of South Hilo; Friends of the Zoo, and a
growing list of individuals.
The Discovery Forest is located immediately adjacent to existing zoo exhibits. Visitors will hike a
meandering trail through the dynamic native forest
and a linear trail adjacent to the hardwood and agroforests. The goal of the project is for visitors to leave
the exhibit with valuable information about effective
forestry management practices and a greater appreciation for Hawaii’s forest ecosystems and the many
threats they face. The project will inspire volunteers
and visitors to support and participate in the conservation and sustainable management of Hawaii’s forests, their fauna and flora. To learn more about volunteer and sponsorship opportunities, contact HFIA
at 808-933-9411 or hfia@hawaiiforest.org.

Native Forest

Hardwoods Area

Agro-forest Area

Discovery Forest Plantation Demonstration Area.

To existing Zoo
exhibits
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Discovery Forest Committee members Aileen Yeh, Nick Koch, Pam Mizuno, and Heather Gallo walk the perimeter of the native forest with Landscape Architects Leonard Bisel and Meredith Tanioka. Photo by Mike Donoho.

!

Commercial & Sugar Company (HC&S) Hosts Community Tours
HC&S will be hosting a series of community tours, one each month through October. The first tour is scheduled for Saturday, July 17. If you are interested in participating, please use the online application at:
www.abinc.info/hcstour
During your visit to HC&S, you will:
• Learn about HC&S' history and plans for the future.
• Learn about the processes of growing and harvesting sugarcane, including the production of specialty sugars Maui Brand® and Sugar in the Raw®.
• Visit a Maui skimming well.
• Learn about power production, including hydroelectricity.
• See state-of-the-art equipment in use.
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Linda Howe, Community
Relations Manager with Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. at 808-525-6642 or lhowe@abinc.com.
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In the Spotlight
Featuring HFIA Business Member Gregg Smith, Woodturner

G

regg Smith’s segmented wood turnings of bowls, vases, urns and other
decorative vessels are all magnificent one-of-a-kind pieces. Gregg made
Kailua-Kona on Hawai‘i Island his home in 1984, where he continued his
career in woodworking. He was employed in two local shops until 1989, when
he started his own cabinetry and furniture business. In 1996, Gregg inherited
his father-in-law's lathe and library and soon afterwards began his current occupation, working with Koa, Milo, Mango and other exotic woods for turning
segmented vessels.
“Applying my woodworking skills with that of the lathe has created a whole new area to explore in my
woodworking”, said Gregg. His love for the magnificent Hawaiian hardwoods, especially Koa, can be seen in his
work, which is scattered across the globe. His use of primarily Hawaiian hardwoods, built and then shaped into
an art object, can become the finishing touch to a well-decorated home or office anywhere in the world, giving a
lasting memory of Hawai‘i.
Laminated wood turnings have been created for many years, but few turners have used this old craft technique to turn it into such a fine art form. In studying the designs of the Orient, the Grecians, Egyptians, Persians,
Romans, American Indians and Hawaiians, Gregg has shown that good design has a lasting quality of its own. “I
incorporate many of these ancient designs with the beautiful woods of our Hawaiian Islands in my creations”, he
said. Gregg's turnings are finished with high quality Danish Oil mixed finishes that can be easily cleaned and polished using a good furniture polish.
In recognition of his artistry, Gregg has received numerous awards for his turnings and has served as a
judge in several wood shows. His articles and pictures have been published in several turning trade journals. In
addition to HFIA, Gregg’s professional memberships include the American Association of Woodturners; Hawai‘i
Wood Guild, of which he currently serves as Treasurer; the Big Island Woodturner's Club, which he formerly
served as Vice-President and President; and the West Hawaii Woodturners Club, which he co-founded and formerly served as Vice President. Visit Gregg on the web at www.greggsmithwoodturner.com.

Creations by Gregg Smith.
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Direct Seeding as Potential Restoration Strategy:
Experiment at Kona Hema Preserve, Hawai‘i Island
By Rachelle Gould, Stanford University, PhD Candidate

E

rhynchocarpa), kolea (Myrsine
cological restoration can
lessertiana), maile (Alyxia olivibe considered a ‘natural
formis), and mamaki (Pipturus
experiment’ to explore
alibidus). These plant species
both ecological processes and
were originally chosen as creathe human relationship to
tors (or important components)
land use change. My PhD
of habitat for the endangered
work draws from this
‘alala (Corvus hawaiiensis),
‘experimental’ nature of restoalong with a number of other
ration, and investigates both
bird species.
the biophysical and the social
Within this factorial and
aspects of reforestation. The
blocked design (20 plots, with
rich social and biophysical
36 plantings in each plot), we
landscapes of Hawai‘i provide
have planted both seedlings
an ideal location for this work
and seeds. There are two prifor a number of reasons. First, Common fern: Dryopteris wallichiana.
mary hypotheses for this work:
Hawai‘i is confronted by globfirst, that certain species will be
ally significant challenges to
more
tolerant
of
higher
light levels than others, derestoration. Second, there is a prevalence of societal
desire to address those challenges, as evidenced by spite overarching category of “understory species;”
an abundance of vibrant ecological restoration pro- second, that the fern will have a positive effect on
jects underway in the state. And lastly, Hawai’i has a the growth or survival of the seedlings, and on the
tremendous cultural heritage, much of which is re- germination of the seeds. In the summer of 2010, we
will record one-year growth and survival for seedlated to the islands’ ecosystems.
This piece will focus on the biophysical portion of lings, and 3-month progress on seed germination.
The experiment takes place at The Nature Conmy work. The main component of this work is an
experiment designed to explore economically and servancy’s Kona Hema Preserve, with much support
biophysically feasible options to restore native forest from The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i and from
to former ranchland in montane Kona. This work the Hawai‘i Island Native Seed Bank Cooperative.
focuses on one critical obstacle to restoration – high The seed bank provided the services of collecting
light – and on one potentially important opportunity seed, cleaning seed and storing it for six months unin restoration – making use of a native species that til my experiment was implemented. I am sincerely
does well on its own (Dryopteris wallichiana, a com- grateful for the expertise, advice, and practical supmon fern). Specifically, the experiment uses a facto- port of the Hawai‘i Island Native Seed Bank; this
rial design, with light level and the fern as the two project would not be possible without that support.
Rachelle Gould is a PhD Candidate at Stanford
factors. There are three light levels (high, medium,
University.
She would be grateful for any thoughts,
and low levels of light), and two fern conditions (fern
and no fern). Six different understory species are comments, or ideas related to this research, and can
part of the experiment – ho’awa (Pittosporum hawaien- be reached at rgould@standford.edu. !
sis), naio (Myoporum sandwichense), pilo (Coprosma
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HFIA Begins Restoration Efforts at La‘i‘ōpua Preserves

H

FIA has initiated efforts to assist the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) manage the endangered plant preserves at the Villages of La‘i‘ōpua in Kealakehe, North Kona, on
Hawai‘i Island. HFIA’s Cultural Ecology Team,
Wilds Pihanui Brawner, Keoki Apokolani Carter,
and Yvonne Yarber Carter are working with
DHHL and community stakeholders to develop an
implementation plan for the project.
A full time Restoration Technician will be
brought onboard, along with contractors to assist
with invasive weed control. HFIA Past President
Sally Rice is overseeing the project, which is being
managed by Executive Director Heather Gallo.
The La‘i‘ōpua Plant Mitigation and Preserve Restoration Plan (LPMPRP), prepared by a team lead
by consultant Leonard Bisel Associates, LLC., outlines strategies to protect endangered plants and
restore dryland habitat on approximately 70 acres
within the 570-acre Villages of La‘i‘ōpua. DHHL is
building an estimated 1,700 homes for Native Hawaiians.
Implementation of the restoration plan entails
managing plant preserves that protect the endangered plants aupaka (Isodendrion pyrifolium) and

Keoki Carter and Leonard Bisel walk the site with Villages of
La‘i‘ōpua Project Manager William Makanui. Wilds Brawner not
pictured. Photo: Yvonne Yarber Carter.

uhiuhi (Caesalpinia kavaiensis). The aupaka and uhiuhi
are among the rarest plants on Earth. Only a few individuals of aupaka shrub are known to still live in the
wild; a few dozen more have been grown from seed in
nearby nurseries and botanical gardens. Only about
100 uhiuhi, a tree with dense, nearly-black heartwood,
still grow in the wild.
Through effective management, this project will
help in the recovery of these species by increasing their
numbers and restoring the currently degraded habitat.
The project includes restoring habitat
within four preserves, including: an 11-acre
“Uhiuhi Preserve”; a 26.6-acre “Aupaka Preserve”; a four-acre “Lesser Aupaka Preserve”; and a 28-acre “Archaeological Preserve”.
Other important plants being cared for
are endemics: Ko‘oko‘olau, Maiapilo, ‘Ohe
Makai, Lama, Māmane, ‘Iliahi, Wiliwili, and
Doryopteris; Indigenous: ‘A‘ali‘i, Alahe‘e,
Huehue, ‘Ilie‘e, ‘Ilima, Kākalaioa, Koali, Kolomona, Naio, ‘Uhaloa, ‘Ala‘ala wai nui; and
Polynesian introduced: Kukui, and Noni.
If you are interested in learning about
volunteer opportunities, please contact
Keoki Carter presents outreach materials at a La‘i‘ōpua community meeting. HFIA at hfia@hawaiiforest.org. !
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Alan Wilkinson’s Exhibit and Sale
Mark your Calendars!
Several Oahu woodworkers are putting together an exhibit and sale of their work on Saturday, July 31st,
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Alan Wilkinson’s shop.
Works by Alan Wilkinson, Mako Swalbenitz, Pat Kramer, Sharon Doughtie, and Michael Lee, will be
featured along with heirloom pieces by Jack Straka, Sepp Koch, and Derek Bencomo.
Many pieces will be available at “make offer” prices.
Phone: Alan Wilkinson at 456-1006.
Address: Wilkinson Koa Furniture
96-1276 Waihona Street, Unit 115
Pearl City, HI, 96782
Note: The shop is 1 mile up Waihona Street on the mauka side of Kamehameha Hwy, in Pearl City
Industrial Park on the left.

Sneak Peak-Items that will be for sale
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Hawai‘i Forest Institute Delivers
Four Successful Forestry Forums

he Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI), in coordination with project partners, presented four Forestry Forums, one on each of the following islands, Hawai‘i, O‘ahu, Kaua‘i and Maui. The Forums, which were free to the public, emphasized
successful partnerships and promoted public awareness of current forestry and forestry-related efforts.
They strengthened awareness of forest management
projects and explored how these projects make an
important difference to the natural environments
and communities of the Hawaiian Islands.
Hawai‘i Island Forum
The Hawai‘i Island Forum was held on February
25 at the Kalaemanō Cultural Center in North Kona.
This informal talk story, titled "Mauka-Makai:
Ka‘ūpūlehu Connections Not Forgotten" addressed ahupua‘a perspectives connecting land and people
mauka-makai, through a cultural ecology partnership. Slide presentations by cultural educators
Ku‘ulei Keakealani, Yvonne Yarber Carter, and
Keoki Apokolani Carter, and Ka’ūpūlehu Site Manager Wilds Pihanui Brawner covered vital components in the perpetuation of a dynamic dryland forest and coastal ecosystem. The informative talk story
was attended by 62 people.

O‘ahu Forum
The O‘ahu Forum, moderated by HFI President
Dr. Travis Idol, was held on March 26 at the Honolulu Academy Arts Center. The presentation, titled
Koa: Standing the Test of Time, presented information
on the history and future of koa forests as one of Hawaii's most ecologically, culturally, and economically important tree species. The forum generated
renewed interest in the importance of forests to the
economic, ecological, and social well-being of Hawai‘i statewide. Keynote Speaker Dr. Paul Scowcroft
gave a compelling presentation on koa as an actively
managed native forest species and provided a
broader perspective highlighting the importance of
continuing efforts at conservation, restoration, and

sustainable management. Dr. Scowcroft’s
presentation can be found on HFIA’s website at www.hawaiiforest.org/news/
index.cfm. The Forum, which was attended by 22 people, coincided with HFIA’s Hawaii’s Woodshow, which showcased furniture,
bowls, sculpture, musical instruments, and other
items handcraft from koa and other Hawaiian hardwoods.
Kaua‘i Forum
The Kaua‘i Forum, which was moderated by
Stephen E.S. Smith, was held on April 9 at Kukui‘ula
Village, followed by lunch and a field trip of Kukui‘ula’s grounds. The forum, titled The Timelessness
of Hawaii’s Forests introduced 26 participants to an
overview of Kauai’s forests and ongoing projects-from wilderness to urban forestry.
Kaua‘i Forum topics and speakers included:
• Kukui‘ula Introduction by Roger Peckenpaugh
• Overview of Kauai’s forests by Stephen Smith
• The Nature Conservancy’s Most Recent Accomplishments on Kaua‘i by Alan Rietow
• Overview of Projects at the National Tropical Botanical Garden by Dr. David A. Burney

Presentation by Mark Vaught, East Maui Irrigation Co.
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Roger Peckenpaugh guided the field trip, which
provided a look into Kukui‘ula’s landscape vision
for the “Living Garden” by exploring plants, pathways and parks and the opportunities that come
with well-planned urban forestry and community
landscapes.
Maui Forum
The Maui Forum was held on May 8 at the Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company (HC&S)
Pu‘unene factory. The Maui Forestry Forum, moderated by Nick Dudley, explored the interconnections
of Maui’s forests and watersheds, combined with a
field and factory tour of HC&S, Maui’s largest agricultural operation. Speakers from Maui’s natural
resource community presented a broad range of topics and introduced 24 participants to an overview of
Maui’s forests, watersheds and ongoing projects-from wilderness to urban forestry and agriculture.
Maui Forum topics and speakers included:
• Reforestation of Polipoli by Lance De Silva
• East Maui Irrigation Co. by Mark Vaught
• Haleakala Ranch by Scott Meidel
• Hawai‘i Agriculture Research Center by Nick
Dudley
Following the Forum, HC&S conducted a special
tour for forum participants. The tour included
HC&S’s history and plans for the future; processes
of growing and harvesting sugarcane, including the
production of specialty sugars Maui Brand® and
Sugar in the Raw®; a visit to a Maui skimming well;
power production, including hydroelectricity; and a
demonstration of the state-of-the-art equipment in
use. Attendees had the opportunity to meet their
agricultural neighbors who are highly-skilled professionals dedicated to furthering an industry and

Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company tour group.

Koa: Standing the Test of Time Forum.

whose most visible contribution to the community
is 35,000 acres of income-producing green space.
The forums were sponsored by A&B Foundation, Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture, and Hawai‘i County Department of Research and Development.

!
Place Your Ad Today!
Promotional Opportunity! Only $25 for 25 words. This newsletter goes out to over 200
members. Promote your business and help support your Forest Industry Association at the
same time! Email wording to: hfia@hawaiiforest.org
Mahalo for your support!

AS S O CI A TI O N NE W S

PAG E 1 1

The Illusion of Preservation: A Global Environmental Argument for the Local
Production of Natural Resources
Summary
By Mary M. Berlik, David B. Kittredge, and David R. Foster

T

he United States and other
affluent countries consume
vast quantities of global
natural resources, but contribute
proportionately less to the extraction of many raw materials. This
imbalance is due, in part, to domestic attitudes and policies intended to protect the environment. Ironically, developed nations are often better equipped to
extract resources in an environmentally prudent manner than
the major suppliers. Thus, although citizens of affluent countries may imagine that preservationist domestic policies are conserving resources and protecting nature, heavy consumption rates necessitate resource extraction elsewhere and oftentimes under weak environmental
oversight. A major consequence of this “illusion of
natural resource preservation” is greater global environmental degradation than would arise if consumption were reduced and a larger portion of production was shared by affluent countries. Clearly,
environmental policy needs to consider the global
distribution and consequences of natural resource
extraction.
The Illusion of Preservation considers one resource — wood, and one region — Massachusetts, to
examine some implications of a global perspective
for consumption, management, and conservation at
a local scale. The global perspective reveals increasing rates of wood consumption, resulting in increased logging in many regions where it is environmentally damaging. A comparison of the feasibility
and environmental impact of various strategies for
dealing with rising wood demand suggests that the
U.S. should strive to: (1) reduce per capita consump-

tion of wood and its substitutes,
(2) recycle forest products more
effectively, (3) protect extensive
areas of intensively managed and
unmanaged forests, and (4) promote sound forest management
where the environmental consequences are mild.
A strong case can be made that
regions like Massachusetts are environmentally desirable places to
manage forests intensively. Careful logging in such areas with resilient forests and the potential for
strong environmental oversight
would impose minor ecological
effects compared to many current
source areas of timber; the region’s conservationminded population might improve global environmental quality by matching a larger portion of its
wood consumption with responsible production.
Importantly, local production of wood might connect consumer consumption patterns with the environmental consequences of this behavior, a connection often lost when resources are imported. Forestry
in Massachusetts might allow preservation of primary forests elsewhere in the world.
Many challenges exist to this proposition. The
percentage of Massachusetts’ landowners managing
their forests is decreasing and, although harvesting
is widespread, it is occurring at low rates and in a
haphazard fashion despite the rising value and maturity of the forests. Shifting production source areas
alone will not address the environmental issues or
provide a major percentage of Massachusetts’ wood
needs. However, if aggressive reductions in consumption (e.g., to European levels), and effective recycling (e.g., at European rates) were combined with
judiciously increased harvest levels, 50 percent of the
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state’s wood consumption could be met at sustainable rates, even while preserving large, undisturbed
blocks of forest.
Many management options, tax policies, conservation measures, and marketing approaches for
“green” products exist for consideration by those
with authority to make decisions about land management or public policy. But the most crucial
change is undoubtedly one of philosophy and prac-

tice. Mainstream environmentalist ideology must
embrace multiple uses of the forest including harvesting — and local citizens must consider the use of
resources in their own backyard while maintaining a
keen awareness of the global environment.
Source: 2002, Harvard Forest, Harvard University, Paper No 26. See the entire document at http://
harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/publications/pdfs/
Berlik_JBiogeography_2002.pdf.

!

At the Gallery at Ward Centre through July 29th.
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Hawaii’s Woodshow 2010
Featured the Best of the Best
cipient of this year’s Kent Award. Brianna, along
with Joshua Cole and Rachael Dunn, won a Student
Award.
R. W. Butts received the People’s Choice Award
for his "Olive Kumulipo”. The People’s Choice
Award was based on a tally of votes by the viewing
public. Edwin Ikeda’s received the Artist’s Choice
Award for his “Curls ”. For the Artist’s Choice
Award, each participating artisan had the opportunity to vote for their favorite piece.
This year's Show was juried by Doug Gordon,
Vice-President of Furniture Production at Martin &
MacArthur; Alfred Sharp, museum-quality furniture
maker; and Kelly Sueda, a talented painter.
The Show would not have been possible without
the hard work and dedication of Marian Yasuda and
her team of volunteers. They are all to be commended for another successful event.
© 2010, Hal Lum

T

he 2010 Hawaii’s WoodshowTM, Na La’au o Hawai’i, HFIA’s 18th annual juried woodworking
exhibition, was held at the beautiful Honolulu
Academy of Arts Center. This year’s Show demonstrated incredible creativity and originality.
Attendees were treated to 80 extraordinary heirloom-quality works made from koa, mango, Kamani,
milo, Norfolk pine, macadamia nut, Kiawe and other
interesting and beautiful Hawai‘i-grown woods.
This year’s winners were:
Award of Excellence: “Olive Kumulipo" by R.W. Butts
Best in Show: "Holomoku" by Ricardo Vasquez
First Place Winners
Furniture: "Rising Again" by Marcus Castaing
Sculpture: "Alien Flora" by Scott Hare
Turning: “Cycles" by Patrick Kramer
Open: "Expecting a Tsunami" by Cliff Johns
Novice: "Sideboard" by Nicole Keola Gomes
Honorable Mentions
“The Lava Fountain” by Mats Fogelvik
“Hau Brothers” by J.Kelly Dunn
“Ko Ko Koa” by Francisco Clemente
“Curly Koa Uprising” by Timothy Allen Shafto
“Ku” by David Reisland
“Whale” by Edwin Ikeda
Nicole Keola Gomes was the recipient of the Skolmen Award, which rewards creative promotion of
woods from lesser-know, non-native trees.
The
award honors Dr. Roger G. Skolmen who, while with
the Honolulu office of the USDA Institute for Pacific
Islands Forestry in the 1960’s, 70’s, and 80’s, did
groundbreaking research on the mechanical properties of Hawai`i-grown timber species. Winners of this
award received premiums underwritten by C. Barton
Potter Co. as well as a copy of Common Forest Trees
donated by the University of Hawaii College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR) and
co-authored by Dr. Skolmen.
The Kent Award, sponsored by artist Ron Kent,
recognizes and encourages the most promising artist
under 18 year of age. Brianna Abregano was the re-

R.W. Butts.
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HFIA recently received support from the Hawai`i Department of Agriculture to create an online
Woodshow, which will promote the event and extend the presence of the live Show. In addition to
designing the Virtual Woodshow Gallery and online
auction fundraiser, plans are underway for next
year’s live Show, which will he held at the Honolulu
Academy of Arts Center in March.
The Woodshow encourages an appreciation for
the participating artists and the materials they use.

It promotes the positive role forests play in our
economy and ecology. The Show calls for the use of
wood from Hawaiian-grown tree species, especially
those that have been planted and brought to maturity here in Hawai`i. It serves as a reference point for
the planting of native and non-native high value
hardwoods for future generations.
For more information about the live or virtual
Woodshow, contact HFIA at hfia@hawaiiforest.org
or Marian Yasuda at mnyasuda@hawaii.rr.com.

© 2010, Hal Lum

© 2010, Hal Lum

Timothy Allen Shafto.

© 2010, Hal Lum

Hawaii’s Woodshow 2010 Opening Reception. Photo Mica Junior.

Edwin Ikeda.

Scott Hare.
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Hawaii ’ s Wood BrandTM: Expressing the Nature of Our Islands

T

he forests of Hawai‘i are magnificent treasures that afford us many benefits. They define watersheds,
provide diverse habitat for flora and fauna, and offer cultural, economic, and recreational opportunities.
Hawaii’s Wood are but one product in the life cycle of forest trees. Hawaii’s Wood consists of an array of
beautiful hardwoods that are unique to the Islands. The variety and quality enables fine craftsmen to create
any woodworking endeavour with distinction--from traditional ceremonial vessels to modern sculpture,
from ukulele to piano, from missionary-era furniture to modern cabinetry and casework. Crafted by skilled
hands, works fashioned from Hawaii’s Wood are sought after and cherished for their uniqueness, beauty and
cultural value.
Of all the trees that furnish Hawaii’s Wood, one is pre-eminent: Acacia koa. Koa is a species of the genus
Acacia that evolved in Hawai’i and exists naturally nowhere else in the world. Its wood has been favoured
over all others since the first human hand put wood to use in Hawai’i. Koa, consistently lustrous, exhibits a
myriad of character and coloration that is its hallmark. This unsurpassed beauty and uniqueness to Hawai‘i
impart an element of status to ownership of items made from koa by talented artisans. Furniture of koa invariably becomes an heirloom and koa shaped into bowls, boxes, and other forms are considered to be rare
collectables.
Native flora and fauna in Hawai‘i have always struggled to adapt as new plants and animals have found
their way here. Primeval forests have been altered by fires, invasive species, land clearing, cattle grazing and
feral animals. Koa has been witness to this onslaught, yet through it all, koa has withstood the test of time. In
the past decade, responsible landowners have dedicated more than 20,000 acres to the planting and natural
regeneration of koa for the purpose of eventual harvest and an even greater number of acres have been dedicated to growing koa on lands zoned for conservation.
Hawaii’s Wood comes from thousands of acres of forestland, which is both planted and natural and composed of introduced and native trees. Finely crafted work of Hawaii’s Wood is of enduring value and has the
tendency to bring a Hawaiian sense of place into one’s home. With this in mind, those commissioning woodwork in Hawai‘i regularly call on our woodworkers to draw from the diverse pallet of other locally grown
woods including mango, milo, various Eucalypts, and sugi pine, to name just a few.
HFIA’s Hawaii's WoodTM branding program offers an assortment of materials for use on value-added
wood products, including hang tags, posters, brochures, stickers, and table tents. A new brochure, “The Essence of Hawaii’s Wood” is a new addition to the branding materials. Participants in the Hawaii's WoodTM
program agree to use Hawaii's WoodTM materials on value-added wood products that are made in Hawai‘i,
well-made and of good quality, and made predominantly of woods that are grown in Hawai‘i. Go to HFIA’s
website at www.hawaiiforest.org for a Hawaii's WoodTM brand program application or brochure.

Mahalo to
Koa: Standing the Test of Time Campaign Sponsors
Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture
Hawai‘i County Department of Research & Development
A&B Foundation
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Mahalo Renewing Members
Corporate Members
James Quinn-Member Manager, Hawaii Island Hardwoods, LLC
Fred and Connie Smales-Owners, Plywood Hawaii, Inc.
Mike Lindstrom-Specialty Forest Products, Inc.
Business Members
Andy Cole
Bart Potter-C. Barton Potter Co.
Cliff Johns-Owner, Cliff Johns Gallery
Gregg D. Smith-Gregg Smith – Woodturner
Rhoady Lee-Principal, Rhoady Lee Architecture & Design
Michael M. Kraus-President, Tree Works, Inc.
Kevin Carl-Partner, William & Zimmer Woodworkers
Jorma Winkler-Owner, Winkler Woods, LLC
Roy Tsumoto-Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto
Individual Members
John T. Britton, M.D.
Stewart Chow
Craig Elevitch
Danny Freeman
Alan Gamble
Andrea T. Gill
James S. Greenwell
Lloyd Jones
Randall Kam, DDS
Herb Kaneko
George Newton
Frederic J. Peel
Martha Peterson
Donald Riedel
Robert C. Schaefer
Terence Spencer
Keith Zeilinger

Mahalo New Members
Individual Member
Gary Forrest, Mori Ki‘ i

Mahalo for Upgrading your Membership
Business Members
Andy Cole
Cliff Johns-Owner, Cliff Johns Gallery
Rhoady Lee-Principal, Rhoady Lee Architecture & Design
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HFIA Corporate Members
Robert Jolley, American Forest Management, Inc.
Mary and Eric Bello, Bello's Millwork Inc.
Nicholas Koch, Forest Solutions, Inc
J. Scott Meidell, Haleakala Ranch
James Quinn, Hawaii Island Hardwoods, LLC
Gwen Gomes, Honomalino Wood Mill Inc.
Peter Simmons, Kamehameha Schools
Tom Zelko, King & Zelko Hawaiian Woodworks
Michael Tam, Martin & MacArthur, Ltd.
Ed Takayesu - President, Maui Custom Woodworks, Inc.
Joyce H. Doty - CEO, Na Aina Kai Botanical Gardens
Fred and Connie Smales, Plywood Hawaii, Inc.
Mike Lindstrom, Specialty Forest Products, Inc.
Don Bryan, Tradewinds Forest Products, LLC
Dave Sweitzer, Western Hardwood Association
Carol Akimoto, Woodcraft Hawaii

HFIA Business Members
Sally Rice, Agro Resources, Inc.
Aileen Yeh, Aileen's Nursery-Po`o Wai U;
Hawaii Agriculture Research Center
Andy Cole
Jay Warner, Awapuhi Farms & Mill
Bart Potter, C. Barton Potter Co.
Cliff Johns, Cliff Johns Gallery
Richard Cunningham, Cunningham Gallery
J. Kelly Dunn
Linda Dunn, Dunn Gallery
Tim and Tiffany Shafto, DeEtte & Alan
Mats Fogelvik, Fogelvik Furniture
Jill Wagner, Future Forests Nursery, LLC
Gerhard Osterberger, G.O. Fine Woodworking
Gregg Smith, Gregg Smith - Woodturner
Roy Lambrecht - Hardwoods and Cabinet Supplies/
Roy Lambrecht Woodworking, INC.
Jeff Gomes, Hawaii Bookmark/Jeff’s Workbench
Curtis Wilmington, Hawaiian Accessories, Inc.
Vedad Kulalic, Hawaiian Fine Woodcraft LLC
Jeffrey Dunster, Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods
Lance Dunbar, Kainalu Ranch
Charles Gerdes, Kalaau Graphics

David Longacre - Owner, Kawika Tropical Fruit Orchards
Ron Kent
Greg Blomgren, Koa Hawaiiana
Kent Lighter, Kohala Nui Farms
Rick Rutiz, Ma Ka Hana Ka‘ike
James Mehrwein, McKenzie River Associates
Andy Parker, Parker Productions Unlimited
Robert Puakea Jr.
Les Goya, Queen Emma Land Company
Mike Robinson, Resource Management
Rhoady Lee-Principal, Rhoady Lee Architecture & Design
Aaron Lau, Simply Wood Studios
Martin Mansson, Swedish Woodwork & Design
Tai Lake, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking
Tay Perry, Tay W. Perry, Inc.
Elin Walburn, Teichner Walburn & Associates
J. B. Friday, University of Hawaii, CTAHR
Alan Wilkinson, Wilkinson Koa Furniture
Kevin Carl, William & Zimmer Woodworkers
Jorma Winkler, Winkler Woods, LLC
Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto
Ron Hester-Owner, Woodworking Studio Hawaii
Hidetaka Yamauchi, Yamaichi Fancy Veneer

HAWAI`I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
Tai Lake, President
Aileen Yeh, Vice President
Mats Fogelvik, Secretary
Peter Simmons, Treasurer
DIRECTORS
KAUAI
William Cowern
Donald Riedel
OAHU
Nick Dudley
Diana Tusher
MAUI
Kip Dunbar
Mats Fogelvik
HAWAI`I
Mike Robinson
Peter Simmons
AT-LARGE
Don Bryan
Nicholas Koch
Tai Lake
Bob Osgood
James Quinn
Bill Stormont
Elin Walburn
Jay Warner
Aileen Yeh

HAWAI’I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 66
’O’ōkala, HI 96774
Phone: 808-933-9411
Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org
Website: www.hawaiiforest.org

