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avid Cadaoas decided to take a year off from the University of Hawaii at Hilo because he wasn't doing 
well and simply was uninterested.  Afterwards, the 20-year-old Mountain View resident worked in the 
construction industry.  Though Cadaoas made a lot of money, he wasn't passionate about the work he did.  

He wanted something more. 
Eventually Cadaoas took his uncle's recommendation and applied for the Hawaii Youth Conservation 

Corps (HYCC), a community-based service learning program that provides hands-on opportunities that protect 
and preserve Hawaii's environment. 

Working alongside conservation leaders, program participants, ages 15-30, are exposed to various is-
sues that threaten the environment, see areas that are rarely visited by the public, develop leadership skills and 
get the training they need to pursue careers in natural resource management. 

They can also earn scholarships and three college credits.  The program offers summer programs, and a 
year-round internship program.  Projects include trail building and maintenance, native plant restoration, inva-
sive species control, wildlife management, fence building, native bird monitoring, stream and coastal restora-
tion, as well as work in wetlands. 

Since January, Cadaoas has awakened daily at 3:30 
a.m. to catch the Hele-On bus in Hilo and ride it to Waimea, 
where Wilds Brawner, site manager for Kaupulehu dryland 
forest, picks him up.  Upon arriving at "the epic forest" in-
conspicuously located off Mamalahoa Highway in North 
Kona, Cadaoas feels a sense of purpose: to give back to the 
land where he was raised. 

"Over these past six months, I have gained direction, 
more responsibility and a stronger appreciation of our unique 
ecosystems.  I am grateful for this year-long internship and 
my mentors.  They have helped me grow in so many ways," 
he said.  "I now want to go back to college and pursue a ca-
reer in conservation, possibly (to) become a site manager or 
work in the nursery.  "The greatest lesson I have learned is to 
look at the land as the resource that it is instead of just focus-
ing on what can be harvested and to also think of yourself as 
part of the ecosystem, not the ruler of it." 

Corps Values 
Young adults learn conservation and more 

D 

HFIA Ka�ūpūlehu dryland forest site manager Wilds Pihanui 
Brawner leads workers from Hawaii Youth Conservation 
Corps and Hoolauna Kona down a trail to a work site where 
they will plant indigenous plants. Photo: Brad Ballesteros | 
Special To West Hawaii Today. 
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Brawner is impressed by 
Cadaoas' dedication.  He enjoys serv-
ing as a mentor to conservation corps 
participants, whom he called "the big-
gest blessing" and "a dynamic group 
eager and fully engaged to protect the 
aina for future generations."  Before, 
Brawner worked alone unless one 
counts the birds and the goats.  With 
help from the youth corps he has been 
able to do much more than expected, 
especially when it comes to clearing 
massive amounts of invasive plants 
and keeping up with maintenance.  
The interaction between Brawner and 
the participants seems to have only 
amplified his enthusiasm and dedica-
tion for the forest. 

"I cannot say enough about this 
extremely important program that con-
nects our youth to the land in such an inspirational manner to care for the land and learn more.  Whether they 
go into conservation or not, they have a foundation, (they) understand how important our ecosystems are to 
our future, and how much work it takes to be vigilant," said Yvonne Yarber Carter of the Ka�ūpūlehu dryland 
forest outreach program.  "Before Wilds was part of our team, we relied on the outreach volunteers.  HYCC 
was always the uplifting week of our year because they gave so much with zeal and thoughtfulness." 

Assisted by Brawner and conservation corps participants, 17 students of Hoolauna Kona, a Kame-
hameha Schools program, on Thursday planted 105 native and endangered trees, shrubs and groundcover in 
the dryland forest.  This effort aided in the restoration of the forest, boosting plant population and ensuring an 
ongoing seed source. 

Blue flags marked where the outplantings -- transplanted seedlings from enthnobotanist Jill Wagner's 
Future Forests Nursery -- were to be planted.  All the seeds used to grow the plants were collected in the 76-
acre fenced area, owned by Kamehameha Schools, or nearby.  Wagner said this was the first time akoko, or 
Chamaesyce eleanoriae, was reintroduced to the site. 

 Jacob Elarco's summer will be remem-
bered as the one he spent learning to protect and 
restore the environment while further connecting 
to his culture and practicing kuleana.  His intern-
ship with the conservation corps has made him 
even prouder of his Hawaiian roots.  He spoke 
about the importance of walking a more sustain-
able path, living in an environmentally conscious 
manner, nurturing the land, learning everyday 
and sharing knowledge with others, especially 
those younger than him. 
For more information about the Hawaii Youth 
Conservation Corps, visit www.hawaiiycc.com.  
Article written by Carolyn Lucas. West Hawaii 

Enthnobotanist Jill Wagner giving planting instructions to volunteers. Photo: 
Brad Ballesteros. 

Volunteers outplanting seedlings. Photo: Brad Ballesteros. 
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Today, July 10, 2009. 
The Hawai�i Forest Industry Association made David 

Cadaoas� HYCC internship possible and is the managing en-
tity of the Ka�ūpūlehu dryland forest restoration project.  Ma-
halo nui to all the community volunteers and project support-
ers and to funders Kamehameha Schools, US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, and the Will J. Reid Foundation through the Hawai�i 
Forest Institute (If you just read this sentence, please email me 
and let me know). 

Tadashi Kamitaki removes a hala pepe plant 
from its pot before planting it while Kauilani 
Loo looks on. Photo:  Brad Ballesteros-Special 
to West Hawaii Today. 
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HFIA Airport Displays Receives Impressive Facelift 

Thanks to HFIA Director Tai Lake, HFIA Airport Display cases at the Honolulu Inter-Island Terminal have received an 
impressive facelift.  Tai created a HFIA storyboard that presents HFIA�s mission and its commitment to responsible for-
est management, which is beautifully framed in a double-sided frame created by Richard Cunningham.  Tai made a mag-
nificent frame for our Hawaii�s Wood poster, which is rested on an incredible bench that he created.  Next time you fly, 
make sure to stop and see the newly designed displays.  If you are interested in participating in this fantastic marketing 
opportunity, please contact Denise Hayashi at denishayashi@hawaii.rr.com or HFIA at hfia@hawaiiforest.org. 
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Featuring HFIA Business Member Jeffrey Gomes 

In the Spotlight 

 

 

orn and raised on the Big Island of Hawai�i, Jeff Go-
mes graduated from Ka�u High School in 1980.  
Faced with a crossroad in life, Jeff entered the US 

Navy instead of college.  What was initially intended to 
be a 4-year tour turned into a 20-year career that took 
Jeff to the far reaches of the globe.  The world became 
his academia filled with unique cultural experiences 
and world events. 
 While stationed at Great Lakes Naval Training 
Center just outside of Chicago, Jeff�s interest in wood-
working innocently began.  �I tinkered and made 
wooden speaker boxes for my run down, rusted, $200.00, no heater, exhaust leaking, hood mashed in, 1973 
VW bug.  They sounded great!� says Jeff.  He discovered this new, raw, hidden talent.   
 Over the years, Jeff�s interest for woodworking continued to grow.  It really took a foothold in 1987 
when the opportunity to work and eventually run the SIMA carpenter shop at Pearl Harbor, HI was granted 
(another long sea story).  Jeff honed his skills while he built cabinets, podiums, picture boards, picture frames, 
plaques and various other retirement paraphernalia for the hundreds of orders he filled. 
 Retirement arrived after 20 years, but his love for woodwork never faltered.  Faced with the return to 
civilian life and new career at the wind farm, Jeff dedicated his free time to pursue his craft.  He built a simple 
workbench in his garage, which fueled his passion. 
 What once started as a hobby, turned into a part-time then full-time quest.  In just a few short years, it 
became painfully obvious Jeff had outgrown his humble abode.  He had to take the next step.  �With the faith 
and support of my wife and the encouragement of family and friends, I took the giant leap and expanded into 
the warehouse facilities where my business currently resides,� he said.  After two years, he also acquired laser 
engraving capabilities offering bookmarks, signs, plaques and various other special requests.  
 It�s been a long journey filled with excitement and challenges.  Through it all, Jeff has never forgotten 
his roots and those that have helped and influenced him.  He continues to share this passion with us all today 
and is excited to spread his mana'o.  You can find Jeff on the web at www.jeffsworkbench.com and 
www.hawaiibookmarks.com. 

B 

From Jeff's workbench. 
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ITTO Tropical Forest Update 

Converting Mahogany 

HFIA Summer Membership Drive!HFIA Summer Membership Drive!HFIA Summer Membership Drive!   
   

HFIA is celebrating its 20th year as Hawaii�s leading and most recognized forest industry trade associa-
tion.  Established in 1989, HFIA continues its mission and commitment to managing and maintaining 
healthy and productive forests.  We encourage responsible growth of Hawaii�s forest industry through 
conservation management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. 
  
Our kuleana (responsibility) is to protect the health and productivity of our forests, while promoting the 
growth of Hawaii�s forest products enterprises.  Fostering knowledge and respect for our cultural and 
natural resources will ensure we keep Hawai'i � Hawai'i for future generations. 
  
Our membership provides the support we need to effectively voice our concerns to policy makers on for-
estry, agriculture, and related sustainability issues, as well as develop important educational and business 
promotion programs such as: Hawaii�s Woodshow, Hawaii�s Wood Brand, restoration and outreach at 
Ka'ūpūlehu Forest and Kalaemanō Cultural Center, and planning for youth education at Kapāpala  Forest. 
  
Our strength lies with our members.  With increased membership we gain a stronger voice.  We know that 
our membership blossoms when we personally reach out to our colleagues.   
  
Please share our membership application with your friends and colleagues (www.hawaiiforest.org).  
All new and expired renewing members receive our limited edition Hawaii�s Wood poster, which show-
cases natural woods from Hawaii�s forests.   

ig-leaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla) is an important commercial timber 
species in Peru and other producing countries.  Its natural range stretches from 
Central America to South American regions of Peru, Bolivia and Brazil.  Peru 

has been in recent years the world�s largest exporter of mahogany timber, and one of 
the last countries with significant wild populations of this species.   

Mahogany has been heavily logged due to the high price it commands in the 
international market, which has encouraged, in some cases, illegal logging.  Coun-
tries trading timber from this species are required to monitor their mahogany population because the exports 
are regulated by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna 
(CITES).  

In November 2003, CITES trade controls entered into force for big-leaf mahogany and exports of ma-
hogany are authorized by the respective national CITES Management Authority, which based on a non-
detriment findings (NDF) report, issues an export permit.  Many countries are adapting their legislations in or-
der to fully implement the CITES regulations.  Properly making NDFs is a relatively complex issue, as it re-
quires information on the existing population and its dynamics, and thus many mahogany producer countries 
have claimed to face difficulties to fully comply with the CITES regulations.  Peru has been constantly revis-
ing its regulations to improve forest management, including logging and trade control.  The country recently 
revised and reformulated its legislation with a new Forest Law enacted through a decree on 30 June 2008. 

B 



        PAGE 6  ASSOCIATION NEWS 

Despite the attempts to improve its legislation and trade rules, and the fact that volumes and impor-
tance of mahogany trade in Peru has been greatly reduced, the issue remains controversial and Peru ma-
hogany trade was until recently included in the CITES Review of Significant Trade (RST) process. 

The establishment of the conversion factors used to set mahogany export quotas in Peru has been 
controversial.  The conversion factors used to set the export quotas have been reduced, indicating that Peru 
recognized that the coefficients used in the past were too high. 

The difficulties in developing useful conversion factors can be seen in a recent report prepared by 
Kometter and Marvi (2007).  The report outlines a methodology to estimate yield of export grade sawn 
wood on a per tree basis for mahogany.  Equations were developed based on 255 mahogany trees with 
DBH ranging from 75 to 160 cm.  The results show that the yield coefficient for trees within a certain di-
ameter class can vary by more than 50%.   

Conversion factors can be an important tool for forest managers, but their effectiveness will depend 
on how they are developed, and especially how they will be applied.  It seems to be unlikely that a single 
conversion factor will ever be able to represent all situations taking into account all particular factors; the 
cost of developing conversion factors for all situations would be too high.  A possible alternative is to con-
sider the use of conversion factors as an initial criterion for judging compliance with regulations and/or 
quotas, and in the case of significant deviation from the norm decide on the need for further field auditing. 

In spite of many efforts and some progress, the government of Peru has found it difficult to put in 
place a cost-effective and efficient regulatory system to avoid illegal logging.  Permits for exports of 
CITES regulated species like mahogany are given year by year, with no long-term strategy, and this has 
limited investments in the sector.  Furthermore, many forest concessions are not operational and the por-
tion of timber coming from small land owners has increased.  This makes control even more difficult.   

The CITES Scientific Authority presented a report for the establishment of an export quota for ma-
hogany.  The report is largely based on the results of the ITTO project implemented over the last few 
years, which analyzed estimates of the mahogany population and undertook succession studies.  The quo-
tas have been established based on number of trees to be harvested. 

The use of conversion factors to estimate a national export quota does not seem to be a problem, 
but problems arise when applying such factors at the individual company level.  Conversion factors are 
affected by a large number of variables, and simply working with average values is not appropriate for as-
sessing compliance with CITES and other requirements at company level.  

The conversion factors at company level should only be used as an initial evaluation criterion, with 
significant deviations from the average needing further investigation.  Enforcing forest laws based on a 
general national conversion 
factor might penalize timber 
companies that are more effi-
cient in sawmill processing, 
and this can also open a win-
dow for illegal wood in the 
market and to stimulate corrup-
tion.   

 
Source:  Except from Convert-
ing Mahogany by Ivan 
Tomaselli and Sofia R. Hira-
kuri.  To read full article go to 
http://www.itto.int/en/tfu/. 

Large mahogany tree in Peru. Photo: ITTO. 
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awaii�s Woodshow Gallery is progressing.  Mats Fogelvik has been busy compiling and scanning photos 
from the HFIA archives.  The new gallery was made possible through grants from the Hawai�i Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Hawai�i County Department of Research and Development.  Mahalo to Mats 

for volunteering his time to plan and design the site.  If you have photos or posters from the missing years or 
can help fill in the captions, please contact Mats at mats@fogelvik.com.  Link to the new Hawaii�s Woodshow 
Gallery at www.hawaiiforest.org/woodshow/index.html or link from HFIA�s Home Page at 
www.hawaiiforest.org.   
 Stay tuned for more information on the next Hawaii�s Woodshow, which is scheduled for March 2010 
at the Honolulu Academy of Arts. 

Hawaii�s Woodshow Gallery 
Featuring 1993 Photos: The Year it all Began 

Bench by Joel  Bright, 1993 Show. 

H 
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Hawaiian Reef Fish Box by Robert Holden, 1993 Show. 

Nine Drawer Tansu by Martin & MacArthur, 1993 Show. 

fter spending 30 years in banking and finance inside, upon his retirement, Lance (Kip) Dunbar be-
came passionately re-aware of the natural beauties outside.  At that point he decided, with the help of 
his wife Leslie and children Matt and Stephanie and their families, to restore and rehabilitate the fam-

ily ranch of Kainalu on Moloka�i.  With the support of HFIA, NRCS, DOFAW, DOH, USDA, and DOA 
to name a few, the Dunbar family began to undertake native Hawaiian hardwood outplanting, endangered 
species outplanting and protection (both flora and fauna), protective riparian fencing, and fishpond restora-
tion.  �Our hope is to create a sustainable 
ahupua�a on these lands�, said Kip. 

Kip�s other passion is woodworking, 
which is all �akapela� (no jigs).  �I am kept 
busy with this hobby, meeting the needs of 
a growing number of grandchildren, all of 
whom need high chairs and toys, and moth-
ers who need rockers�.  He adds, �I con-
tinue to work on a four-man single koa log 
canoe, which is 90% complete and defi-
nitely has priority on my bucket list.  The 
log came from Kealakekua twenty years 
ago�.  

Kip has thoroughly enjoyed his as-
sociation with HFIA, finding the discus-
sions on issues informative and timely. ! 
 

Meet HFIA Director Lance (Kip) Dunbar 

A 
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ince supplies of genuine mahogany have been dramatically reduced in recent years, wood dealers have 
been pushing alternatives such as African mahogany, sapele, sipo, and Spanish cedar.  Now there is a 
new species on the block being pushed by several U.S. distributors � Eucalyptus grandis.  Lewis Lum-

ber Products of Picture Rocks, Pa.; Northland Forest Products of Kingston, N.H.; and Thompson Mahogany of 
Philadelphia are involved in a joint venture with Cofusa and Urofor, two Uruguayan forestry companies, to 
provide this new mahogany alternative.  

Eucalyptus grandis is a unique species, grown on a plantation with a harvest cycle of about 18 to 20 
years.  Before it is harvested, it undergoes intensive silvicultural management, which consists of a regular 
schedule of thinnings and prunings throughout the tree�s life. 

�They start out with about 1,100 trees per hectare, [2.47 acres] and by the time they get to Year 17 or 18 
they�re down to about 100 trees a hectare,� says Don Thompson, president of Thompson Mahogany.  �So they 
thin 90 percent of the timber and they�re thinning about every two years.  Our product comes from a 20-mile 
radius and therefore it is very uniform.� 

�It�s a genuine mahogany alternative,� says Mike Mamrak, a spokesman for Lewis Lumber Products. 
�The working properties are similar.  Although we don�t have official density testing numbers yet � we�re still 
working on that � but what we�ve been told is it machines like, and has a very similar density to, American 
cherry [specific gravity .47].  The African mahogany tends to get a little bit of fuzz to it; this does not.� 

Eucalyptus grandis should not be confused with Weyerhaeuser�s hybrid lyptus product, which is grown 
in the Brazilian state of Bahia with the assistance of Aracruz Produtos de Madeira.  �We�re not promoting it as 
a substitute for Weyerhaeuser�s lyptus, though it has kind of done that for itself in some places,� Mamrak says.  
�The lyptus product is actually a genetic hybrid of different eucalyptus species.  They took a couple species 
that worked well together and altered them to be one new species, whereas ours is a true Eucalyptus grandis 
unaltered species.� 

Eucalyptus grandis is being marketed primarily for interior applications such as flooring, interior mold-
ings, kitchen cabinetry, architectural woodwork, doors, windows and furniture.  It has been used for outdoor 
furniture, but the weather resistance for exterior use is still being studied.  
�It does not have as good a weathering resistance for exterior uses as 
does mahogany, but in terms of interior applications it is indistinguish-
able, or one would have to be fairly conversant with the grain structure 
and pattern to determine one from the other,� says Fred Doane of North-
land Forest Products. 
 The working properties of Eucalyptus grandis are reported to be 
above average. The texture is uniform, the wood mills well, it takes an 
excellent stain, and is in most ways comparable to mahogany.  
 According to the distributors, FSC certification is the strongest 
selling point of the new species.  �Every stick that we bring to our ware-
house is FSC-certified,� states Mamrak. �Its biggest benefit is the FSC 
factor.  We see a lot of jobs come through for FSC mahogany, and it�s 
not always available and this can easily stand in its place.�  �We�ve had 
FSC certification since the early �90s and we do import tropical hard-
woods, but only those that are FSC-certified.  We try to make it a point to 
be environmentally conscious and try to promote products that are not 
illegally harvested or harvested in a way that may affect our global envi-
ronment.� 

Unique Mahogany Alternative Hits U.S. 

Eucalyptus grandis. Photo by J.B. Friday. 

S 
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Supplies of the wood will greatly increase in about six months when a larger mill goes online.  Avail-
able lengths are currently 8' to 12' with widths of 6" to 12".  Once the new mill is operating, lengths up to 16' 
will be available. It is being sold in thicknesses of 4/4, 5/4, 6/4, and 8/4.  Pricing for Eucalyptus grandis, 
graded as FAS/Select and Better, is approximately $4.75/bf at the retail level.  It wholesales for about $3,000/
mbf.   
Source:  This article was posted on Woodshop News on December 03, 2008. http://www.woodshopnews.com/
news/wood-markets/497872-unique-mahogany-alternative-hits-us Written by Brian Caldwell. 

Mahalo Renewing Members 
 

Corporate Members 
Peter D. Simmons - Regional Assets Manager, Kamehameha Schools 

 

Business Members 
Mats A. Fogelvik - Fogelvik Furniture 

Tai Lake � Supreme Commander, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
 

Individual Members 
James Greenwell 

Rita Holden 
Arnold Hori 

Frank McClure 
Tom Zelko 

  Hawaii�s Wood Poster 
 

The Hawaii�s Wood poster is a component of the Ha-
waii�s WoodTM campaign, which fosters an apprecia-
tion of locally grown wood and local woodworking 
artisans.  The poster features 25 species of woods�
including 10 koa samples showing a wide spectrum of 
color and a broad range of figure. 
Order your poster today 
 1-2 posters: $12.00 per poster (includes shipping/handling) 
 

 3-5 posters: $ 8.50 per poster (includes shipping/handling) 
 

 6-10 posters: $ 7.60 per poster (includes shipping/handling) 
 

To order your poster (s), please call the HFIA office at 808-933-
9411,email us at hfia@hawaiiforest.org, or download the poster order 
form from our website. 

! 
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HFIA Corporate Members 
 

Robert Jolley, American Forest Management, Inc. 
Mary and Eric Bello, Bello's Millwork Inc. 

J. Scott Meidell, Haleakala Ranch 
James Quinn, Hawaii Island Hardwoods, LLC  
John Edson, Hawai'i Reforestation Company 
Gwen Gomes, Honomalino Wood Mill Inc. 

Peter Simmons, Kamehameha Schools  
Tom Zelko, King & Zelko Hawaiian Woodworks 

 Joyce H. Doty - CEO, Na Aina Kai Botanical Gardens 
Fred Smales, Plywood Hawaii, Inc. 

Mike Lindstrom, Specialty Forest Products, Inc.  
Don Bryan, Tradewinds Forest Products, LLC 

Carol Akimoto, Woodcraft Hawaii 
 

HFIA Business Members 
 
Sally Rice, Agro Resources, Inc. 
Aileen Yeh, Aileen's Nursery-Po`o Wai U; 
 Hawaii Agriculture Research Center 
Jay Warner, Awapuhi Farms & Mill 
Bart Potter, C. Barton Potter Co. 
Cliff Johns, Cliff Johns Gallery 
Richard Cunningham, Cunningham Gallery 
James Dunn  
Tim and Tiffany Shafto, DeEtte & Alan 
Mats Fogelvik, Fogelvik Furniture 
Guy Cellier and Nicholas Koch Forest Solutions, Inc. 
Jill Wagner, Future Forests Nursery, LLC 
Gerhard Osterberger, G.O. Fine Woodworking 
Gregg Smith, Gregg Smith - Woodturner 

 Roy Lambrecht - Hardwoods and Cabinet Supplies/ 
  Roy Lambrecht Woodworking, INC. 
Jeff Gomes, Hawaii Bookmark/Jeff�s Workbench 
Curtis Wilmington, Hawaiian Accessories, Inc. 
Vedad Kulalic, Hawaiian Fine Woodcraft LLC 
Jeffrey Dunster, Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods 
Lance Dunbar, Kainalu Ranch 
Charles Gerdes, Kalaau Graphics 
Sandy Brodie, Kaua'i Koa Farm 
 

 David Longacre - Owner, Kawika Tropical Fruit  
  Orchards 
Ron Kent  
Greg Blomgren, Koa Hawaiiana 
Kent Lighter, Kohala Nui Farms 
Mikel Winkler, Mad Dog Sawmilling 
James Mehrwein, McKenzie River Associates 
Andy Parker, Parker Productions Unlimited 
Robert Puakea Jr. 
Les Goya, Queen Emma Land Company 
Mike Robinson, Resource Management 
Aaron Lau, Simply Wood Studios 
Martin Mansson, Swedish Woodwork & Design 
Tai Lake, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
Tay Perry, Tay W. Perry, Inc. 
Elin Walburn, Teichner Walburn & Associates 
J. B. Friday, University of Hawaii, CTAHR 
Alan Wilkinson, Wilkinson Koa Furniture 
Kevin Carl, William & Zimmer Woodworkers 
Jorma Winkler, Winkler Woods, LLC 
Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto 
Hidetaka Yamauchi, Yamaichi Fancy Veneer 

Mahalo for Your Continued Support! 
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