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FIA introduced a new award to the lineup of 
awards at the 18th Annual Hawaii's Woodshow 
this year.  The first ever recipient of the "Koa: 

Standing the Test of Time" award was the �Āina 
Mauna Legacy Program - Hookuleana LLC and De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL).  A $200 
prize and award certificate was presented by Hawai�i 
State Department of Agriculture Chair Sandra Lee 
Kunimoto at the Woodshow's opening reception in 
Honolulu on March 26. 

DHHL is looking at its responsibility as a land 
manager not just to provide homes to its beneficiaries, 
but also to provide for the management and protection 
of native lands for the future. The Department is look-
ing beyond housing into a more holistic approach for 
communities and land management specifically by cre-
ating a sustainable plan for the Humuula/Piihonua  area 
of the Hawai�i Island. 

The Humuula/Piihonua area is made up 
of approximately 56,200-acres owned by 
the DHHL located on the northeast slopes 
of Mauna Kea. The lands represent some of 
the most important native forest areas re-
maining in the DHHL trust. The area serves 
as valuable habitat to many native and en-
demic species. After 150-years of sheep and 
cattle ranching, the formerly dense forest 
has became significantly altered.  

The mission of the �Āina  Mauna Leg-
acy Program and its implementation is to 
protect a large portion of this native Hawai-
ian forest that is ecologically, culturally and 
economically self-sustaining for the Hawai-

ian Home Lands Trust, its beneficiaries and the com-
munity.  

Protection begins with invasive species eradication, 
most specifically the invasive weed Gorse. Protected 
areas include the koa/ohia forest ecosystems on the 
makai portion of the property and the mamane forest 
on mauka portions of the site. 

Sufficiently dense shade provided by trees has been 
proven as a method to fight Gorse, which is shade in-
tolerant. With a healthy restored and expanded forest, 
practitioners and crafters will have a wide range of cul-
tural and economic opportunities for a variety of koa 
and other wood products. In addition to forest restora-
tion, the �Āina  Mauna Legacy Program incorporates 
homesteading, pasture use, ecotourism and other uses, 
all geared to  fulfilling the mission of sustainability. 
The time commitment for the Legacy Program and res-
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! State Department of Agriculture Chair Sandra Lee Kunimoto presents Peter 
Young, Hookuleana (left) and  Kamanao Mills, DHHL (right) with the �Koa 
Standing the Test of Time Award�. 
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toration of the land is long term, essentially for 
the next 100 years and beyond. 

To be named "Koa: Standing the Test of 
Time" winner candidates had to demonstrate the 
use of innovative approaches, techniques or 
technologies in improving the quality of Ha-
waii's forests, demonstrate leadership and a 
general concern for the overall welfare of Ha-
waii's environment, have a positive impact in 
the community, and demonstrate creativity in 
their efforts to promote sustainability, particu-
larly in regards to koa. Koa is one of the pre-
dominant and highest value tree species found 
naturally in the Humuula/Piihonua lands. 

"Restoration of the land upon which native 
Hawaiians have always depended is key to the 
success of the beneficiaries," said Hookuleana 
LLC's President Peter T. Young. "Over the past 
150 years the land transformed away from a 
healthy, dense native forest. Ultimately, and as 
an over-arching principle, the �Āina  Mauna 
Legacy Program is about and for the Hawaiian 
Home Lands Trust, the land and its beneficiar-
ies."  

Hawaii's WoodTM Brand 
 

HFIA�s Hawaii's WoodTM branding pro-
gram offers an assortment of materials for 
use on value-added wood products, in-
cluding hang tags, stickers, and table 
tents.  Participants in the Hawaii's 
WoodTM program agree to use Hawaii's 
WoodTM materials on value-added wood 
products that are made in Hawai�i; well-
made and of good quality; and made pre-
dominantly of woods that are grown in 

Ha w a i � i .  G o  t o 
www.hawaiiforest.org 
for a Hawaii's WoodTM 
brand program applica-
tion. 
 

Download a copy of HFIA�s new  
�Koa Standing the Test of Time� Brochure  

at www.hawaiiforest.org  
Mahalo to Campaign sponsors:  

Hawai�i Department of Agriculture 
County of Hawai�i Department of Research and Development 

The Essence of 

Hawaii�s Wood 

Healthy and  

Productive  

Forests 

! 
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Featuring HFIA Corporate Member Ed Takayesu/Maui Custom Woodworks, Inc. 

hen I started Maui Custom Woodworks over 30 years ago it was one of many backyard Maui shops, mine 
just happened to be in the most beautiful spot in Kula.  �Oh life was good!� Since then, I�ve partnered with 
Paul B. Smith, friend, general contractor, and woodwork artisan and moved into the industrial area of Kahu-

lui from 1,000 square ft. to 10,000 square ft.  �Life�s still good!� 
 Presently, Maui Custom Woodworks growth has moved into a design management group as well as focusing 
on manufacturing and providing high end residential and commercial mill and case work, employing over 20 great, 
passionate craftsmen and ladies.   
 Over the years, we�ve had the opportunity to work with the finest local and international architects and de-
signers, including icons like Ettorre Sottass� �Casa Maui� and Ricardo Legorreta �Casa Weisel,� on some of Ha-
waii�s finest homes.  �Architectural Digest,� �O Magazine,� �Metropolitan Homes,� etc. 
 Recently (2008), Maui Custom Woodworks became the first cabinet/mill shop in the state of Hawaii to re-
ceive the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Chain of Custody Certification, mandating healthy management of our 
planet�s forests. 

W 
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Portable Sawmills Advance/Promote Environmental Stewardship Efforts 
By Jeff Mullins 

ver the past 30 years, portable thin kerf band-
saw mills have gained a reputation as a valuable 
asset to small woodlands owners.  These easily 

transported machines are valued for their ease and 
safety of operation and an ability to economically 
produce smooth and consistent lumber from any spe-
cies of tree.  Many landowners initially purchased a 
portable sawmill to get the most value from their 
woodlot and found that making lumber evolved into a 
profitable business.  Today, in the midst of the cli-
mate change discussion, portable thin kerf saw mills 
are increasingly being recognized as inherently mak-
ing positive environmental contributions while prof-
itably producing lumber. 

While there may be much controversy and some-
times contentious debate regarding human activities 
impacting the global climate, everyone agrees that 
when emissions can be easily and economically re-
duced they should be. 

Improved Natural Resource Utilization 
 

Since they were first introduced nearly 30 years 
ago, portable sawmills have been reducing carbon 
emissions as they meet the need for lumber products 
by processing materials that otherwise would be 
wasted or underutilized.  The mills have proved a 
great asset to landowners like Indiana's Dan Cassens, 
who purchased a Wood-Mizer LT40 band saw to 
process logs from his 200 acre woodlot that were 
commercially unmarketable due to size, quality and 
quantity.  These �firewood� trees are now made into 
lumber. 

Similarly portable sawmills are being employed in 
urban areas to generate lumber from trees removed for 
public safety, during the course of land development 
or for other reasons.  Simon Petree, founder of 
Greenleaf Forest Products near Bellingham, Washing-
ton says, �My portable mill allowed trees removed for 
a 100 acre housing development to be converted into 
lumber that was then used in construction of the 
homes.�  Simon also salvages logs from the forest 
floor that have been left behind from previous logging 
operations.  From the logs that had be left to rot he 
produces high quality siding and flooring. 

Near Salem, Oregon, Pony Gilbert uses his port-
able mill to produce lumber from logs left behind by 
arborists.  He explains, �Home owners are given the 
option of paying the arborist to haul the logs to the 
landfill or to leave them behind.  In many instances I 
can make lumber from those same logs for less than it 
would cost to have them buried.  The homeowner gets 
lumber, the logs are put to their best use and space in 
the landfill is available for real garbage.� 

Portable sawmills also are used to produce lumber 
from recycled wood.  Pony's LT15 thin kerf bandsaw 
has been used to re-manufacture timbers and beams 
for reuse in repairing covered bridges.  Others like 
Ruth and Ken Gee of Hubbardston, Michigan are em-
ploying thin kerf bandsaws to anchor their barn lum-
ber recycle/remanufacturing business.  Ken says �the 
thin kerf blades are perfect for processing used wood 

O 

#A small woodland owner in the mid west uses a thin kerf 
sawmill to process into lumber beetle killed trees like those 
seen in background  
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because hitting metal poses no safety hazard and 
blades can be inexpensively re-sharpened or re-
placed.� 

In the inner-mountain West, where large vol-
umes of timber is �standing dead� because of beetle 
infestations, individuals like Chip Turner of Wasatch 
Timber Products are using portable sawmills to pro-
duce high quality timbers and beams from the dead 
trees. 

In each of these instances portable thin kerf 
bandsaws are being used to produce durable lumber 
products that sequester (trap) carbon within the 
wood rather than allowing it to be released into the 
atmosphere.  In the absence of these band saws 
much, if not most, of this raw material would be bur-
ied, left to rot or burned, needlessly contributing to 
atmospheric emissions. Instead, portable mills pro-
vide the means to improve utilization of a valuable 
natural resource and reduce emissions. 
 
Expanded Forestland Stewardship Options 
 

In the past, woodlot and forestland owners have 
had limited options.  Either a large number of trees 

were removed in commercial logging 
operations or smaller volumes of logs 
became firewood.  When the choice is 
limited to making firewood or leaving 
a tree standing, landowners often 
choose to leave the tree standing even 
though the goals for their timberland 
would be better served by removing 
some trees.  The availability of port-
able sawmills expands the options. 
      In Indiana, Dan Cassen says he 
improves his timber stand's value by 
selectively removing diseased, dam-
aged or otherwise undesirable trees 
because his portable mill makes it pos-
sible to garner valuable lumber from 
the removed trees rather than just 
making firewood.  Sean Sheehan of 
Basin, Montana combines logging and 
sawmilling services for landowners of 
5-40 acres to remove standing dead 
pine trees that pose a severe fire haz-
ard.  Because his portable mill can pro-

duce timbers and beams on-site for use in construc-
tion of custom homes, landowners can have the trees 
removed at little or no cost to them. 

No matter what the landowner's goals, portable 
sawmills provide landowners options to selectively 
harvest trees and to put the resultant logs to good 
use.  In New Mexico, the National Rifle Association 
manages its 33,000 acre Whittington Center hunting 
reserve to maximize wildlife habitat.  Today they use 
a portable sawmill to produce lumber from the trees 
and construct structures on site such as cabins, 
lodges and shooting ranges.  Similarly, Pine Haven 
Christian Camp in Montana and Dunes Bible Camp 
in Washington State are using portable sawmills as a 
forest management tool to accomplish their goals.  
Being able to make lumber from removed trees al-
low management plans to be freely implemented. 

Portable sawmills provide expanded options for 
forestland management, enabling timberland owners 
to make the best, and most financially profitable, use 
of the available fiber on their woodlot while they 
execute their timber management plan.  Options are 
no longer limited to commercial harvest or firewood. 
 

! Hawai�i  Island Hardwoods mill in Keaau on Hawai�i  Island uses two thin 
kerf bandsaws to process valuable tropical lumber. 
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Reduced Timber Harvest Related Emissions 
 

Using portable sawmills to convert logs into lum-
ber reduces atmospheric emissions related to timber 
harvests and lumber production in several ways, in-
cluding eliminating the need to transport logs as well 
as, often times, the lumber that is produced.  Simon 
Petree's LT70 sawmill is, like many portable saw-
mills, equipped with a trailer package allowing him 
to pull it behind his pickup to the log location.  He 
says, �I literally process truck loads of logs that never 
have to be hauled anywhere.  Often times the lumber 
is used on site and does not have to be hauled either.�  
This means that lumber is produced from the logs 
without the cost and emissions from the fuel typically 
used to transport logs to the mill and the lumber to 
the market. 

Additionally, as portable sawmills meet the need 
for lumber by processing under-utilized materials or 
those reclaimed from the waste stream, there are cas-
cading benefits to the environment as the need for 
harvesting timber from healthy forests is reduced.  
Reducing the number of trees needing to be harvested 
results in a corresponding reduction in emissions 
from timber harvesting equipment.  Furthermore, 
growing trees left standing in the forest contribute to 
environmental health by removing carbon from the 
atmosphere. 
 
Multiplied Environmental Benefits 
 

Portable sawmills fall into two categories, circle 
saws and band saws. Among band saws, many of 
those in operation utilize an ultra thin blade to pro-

duce lumber.  Jim Quinn, owner of Hawai�i Island 
Hardwoods, LCC, operates two thin bladed saw-
mills.  He explains, �The thin blades remove only 
1/8th an inch of fiber with each pass so we get more 
lumber from each log than if we used a circle mill or 
even a traditional band saw.�  Many who use thin 
kerf bandsaws claim increases in yields ranging from 
30-200% over log scale, depending on species.  In-
creases in yields equate to better utilization of the 
natural resource and serve to multiply the benefits of 
using under-utilized materials and reducing harvest-
ing needs. 

Another environmental benefit from thin kerf 
saws is that they consume less energy to convert the 
logs into lumber.  Drew Outlaw, who produces as 
much as 200,000 board feet of lumber annually us-
ing a thin kerf sawmill equipped with a 28 hp gaso-

line engine in Alabama elaborates, 
�I saw lumber all day long and 
burn less than five gallons of fuel.  
It simply takes less energy to 
move a thin blade through the 
wood.� 
      Still another environmental 
benefit is realized when the lum-
ber produced with thin kerf blades 
are destined for secondary proc-

!Very thin kerf means less sawdust and more lumber. 

# Thin kerf sawmills remove a very 
small amount of wood to produce smooth 
and consistent boards. 
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essing such as planing or moulding.  Dave Pop-
pert of Alaska says �because the blades  yield 
smooth and consistent boards, we are able to pro-
duce lumber with tighter tolerances and reduce 
the amount of material that the planers or mould-
ers have to remove.  This means higher yields 
from logs, less waste in secondary processing, 
and secondary processing equipment not having 
to work as hard.� These factors also multiply the 
environmental benefits of thin kerf saws. 

 
Enhanced Profitability 
 

Portable sawmills, especially thin kerf band-
saws, defy the common perception that environ-
mental gains come only through financial sacri-
fice and reduced profits.  In many cases exactly 
the opposite is true. 

David Lindsay, founder of Spotted Owl Tim-
ber in New Mexico is but one example of thin 
kerf sawmill operations that are actually profiting 
because of people's concern for the environment.  
He says, �Our customers buy lumber from us pre-
cisely because we can demonstrate they are actu-
ally getting wood produced in an environmentally 
sensitive manner.�   By processing trees removed 

for cause and using a thin kerf mill to produce lum-
ber, Spotted Owl has developed a customer base 
among those who want high quality wood products 
and are concerned for the environment. 

Although those concerned for the environment 
are often willing to pay more for products that are 
produced in environmentally conscious ways, op-
erators of portable sawmills frequently are able to 
sell their quality products at prices that easily com-
pete in the open market without sacrificing profit-
ability. 

As the public is increasingly informed and con-
cerned about environmental issues, those operating 
portable thin kerf bandsaws can easily demonstrate 
the environmental contributions they are making 
and are poised to financially benefit from the pre-
ferred status these businesses provide. 

Thin kerf portable sawmills offer one significant 
way to reduce atmospheric emissions easily and 
without additional costs.  By employing them, small 
woodland owners benefit by being able to economi-
cally produce high quality lumber from trees that 
would otherwise be underutilized and they meet the 
need for lumber in ways that make positive environ-
mental contributions. 

! 

he building program at Hana High and Elemen-
tary School has been selected by Governor 
Linda Lingle for her monthly Innovation 

Awards.  Announced last week, Governor Lingle 
tapped "Ma Ka Hana Ka 'Ike" (In 
Working, One Learns) for the In-
novation by Organization award 
for January. 

Punahou School graduate 
Robert Lee received the individual 
award for his work in modifying 
TheBus online tracking system on 
Oahu, and the University of Hawai�i Cancer Re-
search Center got the government category recogni-
tion for developing partnerships and pooling its re-
sources to advance cancer research in Hawai�i. 

"The most recent honorees have developed in-

novative solutions to challenges facing our state 
and are taking creative steps to improve the health 
of our residents, our quality of life and Hawaii's 
long-term economic well-being," Lingle said. 

      Ma Ka Hana Ka 'Ike is con-
tinuing to thrive 10 years after its 
formation as an innovative training 
program to help at-risk students in 
Hana acquire construction trade 
skills.  Since its inception, the pro-
gram has completed 12 on-campus 
facilities, nine collaborative build-

ing projects with other area nonprofits, 18 kupuna 
or elderly cottages, and more than 30 handicap-
access improvements for community residents.  
More than 160 program participants have gradu-
ated from Hana High School, with approximately 

"Ma Ka Hana Ka 'Ike" Selected for Innovation by Organization Award  

T 
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86 using their construction skills in careers after 
graduation. 

The program's goals include transforming the 
behavioral patterns of at-risk youth, creating an 
appreciation of learning, building community rela-
tionships, responding to school and community 
needs and offering skills of self-sustenance to the 
Hana region.  Students are encouraged to use their 
innovative skills to be future leaders.  As an exam-
ple, they built an alternative-energy demonstration 
lab featuring solar electric and hot water and wind 
energy. 

"Living on these islands, we need to raise fu-
ture generations with the awareness that alternative 
energy, alternative building methods shouldn't be 
'alternative' anymore, but the obvious choice for 
our future," said Rick Rutiz, the program founder 
and director. 

Other recent on-campus projects include a 
1,600-square-foot, arts-and-culture facility at Hana 
School.  The project features native ohia posts sup-
porting locally harvested pine from the Polipoli 
forest fire as well as natural lighting; and a 1,200-
square-foot bamboo pavilion and classroom for 
industrial arts, an example of renewable materials 
that can be grown and harvested locally.  The bam-

boo pavilion was featured in a nationally televised 
broadcast of the Discovery Channel's Planet Green 
show "Renovation Nation" last June. 

The mission of Ma Ka Hana Ka 'Ike is to pro-
vide youth with a way to learn that makes sense to 
them, that builds their self-esteem and shows them 
they have the power to change their own future.  
"Education needs to be relevant to kids' lives, 
taught in a way that leads them to success," Rutiz 
said. 

Lingle initiated the Innovation Awards in May 
2008 to acknowledge and encourage innovation 
across all sectors statewide.  The awards are evalu-
ated monthly by a 15-member selection panel com-
posed of industry, education and government repre-
sentatives from around Hawai�i.  Nominations are 
submitted online and are judged on creativity; ef-
fectiveness in achieving a goal or purpose; transfer-
ability and adoptability by others; and significance 
in addressing an important local or global issue, 
problem or opportunity. The selection committee 
provides final recommendations to Governor 
Lingle for her approval. 

For more information or to submit a nomina-
tion, go to www.hawaii.gov/gov/innovation-award. 

! Hana High and Elementary School senior Shannie Rojas 
(left) and sophomore Lawaia Tehiva work on mosaic tile for a 
solar bath house project by students in Hana�s Ma Ka Hana 
Ka �Ike program. Photo by Rick Rutiz. 

! Hana students install a photovoltaic system on the roof of 
the student-built Hana arts facility. Photo by Rick Rutiz. 

! 
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Maui Forestry Forum  
Presented by:  

Hawai�i Forest Institute  

Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company  

Supported by:  

Alexander & Baldwin Foundation  

Please join us for a day of discovery as Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company (HC&S) and the Hawai`i For-
est Institute (HFI) team up to present a Forestry Forum exploring the interconnections of Maui�s forests and 
watersheds combined with a special field and factory tour of HC&S, Maui�s largest agricultural operation. The 
forum is part of a statewide series of forestry forums presented by HFI and supported by the A&B Foundation.  

Four speakers from Maui�s natural resource community will present a broad range of topics and introduce par-
ticipants to an overview of Maui�s forests, watersheds and ongoing projects--from wilderness to urban forestry 
and agriculture. Following this, HC&S has generously offered a special tour for forum participants.  

Location: HC&S HR conference room at the Pu�unene factory. (see map on website)  

Admission: Free-limited to 22 participants  

Time: Saturday May 8, 2010  

Morning Session: 8:20-10:00  

HC&S Tour: 10:15-10:45 Introductions  

11:00-3:30 Field and factory tour. Lunch provided by HC&S  

Schedule  

8:00: Please come early to enjoy coffee and refreshments  

Speakers Begin  

8:20:  Welcome from Rick Volner Jr., HC&S, and Nick Dudley, Moderator  

8:30:  Lance De Silva, Protection Forester, DOFAW- Reforestation of Polipoli  

8:50:  Mark Vaught, East Maui Irrigation Co.  

9:10:  Scott Meidel, Haleakala Ranch, Vice President and Land Manager  

9:30:  Nick Dudley, Forestry Program Manager, HARC and HFIA board member  

9:50:  Questions & Discussion  

10:15-3:30:  HC&S Field and factory tour  
 

To Sign Up: Go to http://www.abinc.info/hcstour/  

 

-continued- 



 

 

Maui Forestry Forum 
The HC&S Tour 

 
 

HC&S, Maui's largest agricultural operation, offers a limited number of field and factory tours to selected 
Maui residents interested in learning about the multi-faceted operations of HC&S. During your visit to 
HC&S, you will:  

• Learn about HC&S' history and plans for the future.  

• Learn about the processes of growing and harvesting sugarcane, including the production of specialty 
sugars Maui Brand® and Sugar in the Raw®.  

• Visit a Maui skimming well.  

• Learn about power production, including hydroelectricity.  

• See state-of-the-art equipment in use.  

Meet your agricultural neighbors who are highly-skilled professionals dedicated to furthering an industry 
whose most visible contribution to the community is 35,000-acres of income-producing green space. Tours 
are conducted by employees who are knowledgeable in their field of work.  

Requirements The tour includes both field and factory excursions, which will require participants to travel 
by bus, climb multiple flights of stairs, and walk up to one-tenth of a mile. At times, conditions may be dusty, 
hot and muggy. Participants must be Maui residents. A liability waiver must be signed by all participants. A 
dress code is enforced (long pants and closed-toe rubber sole shoes).  

NOTE: This tour may be canceled due to poor weather conditions.  
 

Mahalo to forum contributors:  
A&B Foundation  
DOFAW  
East Maui Irrigation Co.  
Haleakala Ranch  
Hawai�i Agriculture Research Center  
HC&S  
Hawai�i Forest Industry Association  
 
 

For more information: please contact the Hawai�i Forest Institute: 808-933-9411  
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Mahalo Renewing Members 
Corporate Members 

Mary and Eric Bello-Owners, Bello's Millwork Inc. 
J. Scott Meidell-Vice President, Haleakala Ranch Company 

Jeffrey A. Dunster-CEO, Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods, LLC 
Carol Akimoto-Secretary/Treasurer, Woodcraft Hawaii 

 

Business Members 
Tim & Tiffany Shafto-DeEtte & Allan 

Gerhard Osterberger, G.O. Fine Woodworking 
J. Kelly Dunn-Wood Lathe Artist 

Kent Lighter-Manager, Kohala Nui Farms 
Tai Lake-Supreme Commander, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 

 

Individual Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mahalo New Members 
Corporate Members 

Michael Constantinides- Forest Program Manager, Department of Forestry and Wildlife 

Business Members 
Edmund K. Clark-Proprietor, Stewardship Services 

 

Individual Members 
Nicole Keola Gomes 

Vikatoa Kalafitoni Niu 
Steven M. Milner 

Bob Roseler 

Christy Martin 
Yiqing Li 

Robert A. Merriam 
John Mydock 
Craig Nichols 

Lawrence H. Nitz 
David Reisland 

Masako E. Schwalbenitz 
Roy F. Simperman 

John B. Sincerbeaux 
Michael P. Smith 

Myles Spann 
Ralph Suda 

Kimo Thomas 
Diana Tusher 

Kent Untermann 
Hank Whittington 

Marian Yasuda 
Ben Yee 

Bruce Young 

Don Albrecht 
James Brewbaker 
Michael G. Buck 
Marcus Castaing 

Kahi Ching 
David Clausnitzer 
Sharon Doughtie 
Craig Elevitch 
Shaun Fleming 

Jeffrey A. Griswold 
Adiyan Hara 
Scott Hare 

Chip Hartman 
Kapa Haskell 

Dogen Hosokawa 
Stephen Hynson 
Edwin A. Ikeda 

Rex Imaye 
Cliff Johns 

Patrick Kramer 
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HFIA Corporate Members 
 

Robert Jolley, American Forest Management, Inc. 
Mary and Eric Bello, Bello's Millwork Inc. 

Michael Constantinides-Department of Forestry and Wildlife 
Nicholas Koch, Forest Solutions, Inc 

J. Scott Meidell, Haleakala Ranch 
James Quinn, Hawaii Island Hardwoods, LLC  
Jeffrey Dunster, Hawaiian Legacy Hardwoods 

Gwen Gomes, Honomalino Wood Mill Inc. 
Peter Simmons, Kamehameha Schools  

Tom Zelko, King & Zelko Hawaiian Woodworks 
Michael Tam, Martin & MacArthur, Ltd.  

Ed Takayesu - President, Maui Custom Woodworks, Inc. 
 Joyce H. Doty - CEO, Na Aina Kai Botanical Gardens 

Fred Smales, Plywood Hawaii, Inc. 
Mike Lindstrom, Specialty Forest Products, Inc.  
Don Bryan, Tradewinds Forest Products, LLC 

Dave Sweitzer, Western Hardwood Association 
Carol Akimoto, Woodcraft Hawaii 

 
HFIA Business Members 

 
Sally Rice, Agro Resources, Inc. 
Aileen Yeh, Aileen's Nursery-Po`o Wai U; 
 Hawaii Agriculture Research Center 
Jay Warner, Awapuhi Farms & Mill 
Bart Potter, C. Barton Potter Co. 
Cliff Johns, Cliff Johns Gallery 
Richard Cunningham, Cunningham Gallery 
J. Kelly Dunn 
Linda Dunn, Dunn Gallery 
Tim and Tiffany Shafto, DeEtte & Alan 
Mats Fogelvik, Fogelvik Furniture 
Jill Wagner, Future Forests Nursery, LLC 
Gerhard Osterberger, G.O. Fine Woodworking 
Gregg Smith, Gregg Smith - Woodturner 

 Roy Lambrecht - Hardwoods and Cabinet Supplies/ 
  Roy Lambrecht Woodworking, INC. 
Jeff Gomes, Hawaii Bookmark/Jeff�s Workbench 
Curtis Wilmington, Hawaiian Accessories, Inc. 
Vedad Kulalic, Hawaiian Fine Woodcraft LLC 
Lance Dunbar, Kainalu Ranch 
Charles Gerdes, Kalaau Graphics 

 David Longacre - Owner, Kawika Tropical Fruit Orchards 
Ron Kent 
Greg Blomgren, Koa Hawaiiana 
Kent Lighter, Kohala Nui Farms 
Rick Rutiz,  Ma Ka Hana Ka�ike 
James Mehrwein, McKenzie River Associates 
Andy Parker, Parker Productions Unlimited 
Robert Puakea Jr. 
Les Goya, Queen Emma Land Company 
Mike Robinson, Resource Management 
Aaron Lau, Simply Wood Studios 
Edmund K. Clark, Stewardship Services 
Martin Mansson, Swedish Woodwork & Design 
Tai Lake, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 
Tay Perry, Tay W. Perry, Inc. 
Elin Walburn, Teichner Walburn & Associates 
J. B. Friday, University of Hawaii, CTAHR 
Alan Wilkinson, Wilkinson Koa Furniture 
Kevin Carl, William & Zimmer Woodworkers 
Jorma Winkler, Winkler Woods, LLC 
Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto 
Ron Hester-Owner, Woodworking Studio Hawaii 
Hidetaka Yamauchi, Yamaichi Fancy Veneer 



HAWAI`I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

HAWAI�I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

P. O. Box 66 
�O�ōkala, HI 96774 
Phone: 808-933-9411 
Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
Website:  www.hawaiiforest.org 

OFFICERSOFFICERS  

Tai Lake, President 
Aileen Yeh, Vice President 
Mats Fogelvik, Secretary 
Peter Simmons, Treasurer 

 

DIRECTORSDIRECTORS 
 

KAUAI 
William Cowern 
Donald Riedel 

OAHU 
Nick Dudley 
Diana Tusher 

MAUI 
Kip Dunbar 

Mats Fogelvik 
 

HAWAI`I 
Mike Robinson 
Peter Simmons 

 

AT-LARGE 
Don Bryan 

Nicholas Koch 
Tai Lake 

Bob Osgood 
James Quinn 
Bill Stormont 
Elin Walburn 
Jay Warner 
Aileen Yeh 

I think we need to 
plant more trees! 


