
Christmas Tree Demonstration Project Underway 
 

fia and the Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) are collaborating with community partners to implement the Give 

Back to the Forest Christmas Tree Demonstration Project. The project, which is part of the Department of Ha-

waiian Home Lands (DHHL) ‘Āina Mauna Legacy Program involves importing 

and propagating seed and outplanting 1,600 trees (Douglas fir, Noble fir, 

and Grand fir) on two acres of DHHL land in Humu‘ula on Hawai‘i Island.  Our 

goal is to grow top quality Christmas trees that can compete with imported trees in 

our local markets.    

 HFIA was awarded funds from the State of Hawai‘i Department of Agricul-

ture and HFI received a County of Hawai‘i Department of Research and Develop-

ment grant for the project.  Other collaborators are Hawaii Agriculture Research 

Center (HARC), DLNR Department of Forestry and Wildlife, Aileen’s Nursery, 

Preserve Hawaii, and Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species.   

 Aileen Yeh, HFIA Director and HARC Horticulturalist, carefully selected 

and imported different varieties of seed from certified mainland nurseries.  She 

propagated the seed and in collaboration with DOFAW Nursery Forester Jacob 

Witcraft  sewed the seed and is caring for the seedlings at DOFAW State Nursery in 

Kamuela.   

 According to Hawaii-grown Christmas Tree Market Potential, a study conducted by SMS Research and 

funded by the State of Hawaii Department of Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of Forestry & Wildlife

( DOFAW), and the US Forest Service, “In 

2012 it was estimated that the total num-

ber of Christmas trees sold in Hawai‘i was 

in excess of 190,000. Of these, the Hawai‘i 

Department of Agriculture estimates that 

183,000 Christmas trees (96%) were im-

ported. The remaining approximately 

7,500 Christmas trees (4%) were grown 

and sold in Hawai‘i.”  According to the 

study, the majority of imported Christmas 

trees are Douglas Fir and Noble Fir, which 

are preferred by Hawai‘i residents because 

of their fragrance, color, and low price.  

Representatives from DLNR’s Department 

of Forestry and SMS Research discussed 
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the results of the study and applied them to the potential future for a Christmas tree market in Hawai‘i. The 

study outlines the pros and cons associated with growing Christmas trees in Hawai‘i and identifies several 

ways in which a Christmas tree market may be realistic and desirable for both local farmers and consumers.  

 Outplanting of the seedlings will be done by volunteers in the summer of 2014.  A webpage has been 

created to document the project and to provide education about the benefits of planting trees.  Our intention 

is to start selling the trees in five or six years.  Proceeds from tree sales will go back into planting more trees, 

ongoing site maintenance, and educational materials.  Just like buying local produce, purchasing local 

Christmas trees will support local growers.  The local trees will be free of invasive species, unlike Christmas 

trees imported from the mainland, which sometimes contain unwanted species such as hornets and 

slugs.  Providing the Hawaiian Islands with locally grown Christmas trees will support import replacement 

and promote the “Buy Local, It Matters” initiative.  

Left: Conifer seed.  Middle: Seed is rinsed under cold water. Right: Seed is cold stratified. 

Left: Toni at Kamuela DOFAW nursery helping to sow the seed. Middle: Rack of filled tubes ready to receive seeds.  A pallet 

with filled tubes and racks ready to be moved to the shade house. Right: Douglas Fir seedlings.  

http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/give-back-to-the-forest-program/christmas-tree-demonstration-project/
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he Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) has been a awarded a Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA) Natural Resources 

grant for the Mahalo ‘Āina: Give Back to the Forest Program.  Grant funds will be allocated to three Discovery Forest 

projects located at the Honolulu Zoo, Pana‘ewa Zoo Rainforest & Gardens, and Keauhou Bird Conservation Cen-

ter (KBCC).  HFI has also received support for the Mahalo ‘Āina program through a Hawai‘i Community Foundation 

FLEX grant and a Hawai‘i County Research and Development grant.  

 Funds for the Honolulu Zoo Discovery Forest will be allocated towards the second phase of construction, the 

creation of the Dryland Mesic Forest zone.  HTA has previously supported the Children’s Discovery Forest with 

grants for the landscape plans and for the Polynesian-introduced zone.   

 Funds for the Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest will be allocated to the Phase 

III landscape plan, clearing undesirable trees, and additional plantings.  HTA 

helped fund the first phase of the project, which includes native and agro-forest 

demonstration gardens.  

 The KBCC Discovery Forest is a new project located at the KBCC in Volca-

no, Hawai‘i Island, which is managed by San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation 

Research.  Using captive propagation and release techniques, KBCC is reestablish-

ing self-sustaining populations of critically endangered birds in the wild. The 2-

acre Discovery Forest project site is located within walking distance of the aviaries 

and will be incorporated into existing outreach programs. Grant funds will be al-

located to clear a 2-acre site of undesirable grasses and engage volunteers in out-

planting 1,200 native seedlings.  Forest Solutions, Inc. is developing a stewardship 

plan and will do site preparation and propagate the koa seedlings. 

 HFI plans to officially launch a Mahalo ‘Āina fundraising campaign in 2014.  

The goals of the program are to expand partnerships and gain support for the pro-

tection and perpetuation of Hawaii’s forests.  The Mahalo ‘Āina program supports 

the planting of trees as well as total ecosystem management, forest stewardship ac-

tivities, and native seed collection and storage through forest restoration and educa-

tion projects throughout the State, including:  

 Hawai‘i Island Native Hawaiian Seed Bank Cooperative, Hawai‘i Island 

 Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest, O‘ahu 

 Humu‘ula Chistmas Tree Demonstration Project, Hawai‘i Island 

 Kaloko Makai Dryland Forest Preserve, Hawai‘i Island 

 Kapāpala Canoe Forest, Hawai‘i Island 

 Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest, Hawai‘i Island 

 Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest, Hawai‘i Island 

 Kua O Ka Lā Public Charter School, Hawai‘i Island 

 La‘i‘Ōpua Dryland Habitat Preserve, Hawai‘i Island 

 Palama Nui Dry Forest Preserve, Hawai‘i Island (in exploration stage) 

 Pana‘ewa Zoo Discovery Forest, Hawai‘i Island 

 Through Mahalo ‘Āina we will teach about Hawaii’s heritage of sustainable 

forestry and foster a greater appreciation for our forest ecosystems and the many 

threats they face. The program will inspire residents and visitors to support and 

participate in the conservation and sustainable management of Hawaii’s forests. 

T 

Photo: Natalie Staples.  

Top: Alala chicks at KBCC.   

 Middle: Keiki at Honolulu Zoo    

Children’s Discovery Forest.  

 Bottom: Aileen Yeh shows Kame-

hameha Schools students how to plant 

seedlings at the Pana‘ewa Zoo      

Discovery Forest. 

Hawai‘i Tourism Authority Supports 

“Mahalo ‘Āina: Give Back to the Forest Program” 
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Interested in growing, selling or processing 'ulu (breadfruit)? 

 
he Breadfruit—From Tree to Table workshops will be held statewide from January 9 – 11, 2014 on Māui, 

O‘ahu and Kaua‘i. The workshops will assist Hawai‘i’s breadfruit growers in supplying grocery stores, restau-

rants and farmers markets with high quality breadfruit, and help chefs become more familiar with breadfruit 

handling and preparation in the kitchen.  Backyard growers and home 

users of breadfruit will also find the workshop pertinent to home and 

community use of breadfruit. 

 The workshops will be presented by the Ho‘oulu ka ‘Ulu—

Revitalizing Breadfruit project and is cosponsored by the State of Ha-

wai‘i Department of Agriculture and Kamehameha Schools. The 

O‘ahu workshop is also presented by the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Mu-

seum. All workshops are 8:30 am – 12:00 pm, dates and locations are 

as follows: 
 

Māui: Thursday, January 9, 2014 

Community Services Building—UH Māui College, Kahului, Māui 
 

O‘ahu: Friday, January 10, 2014 

Atherton Hālau at the Bishop Museum, Honolulu, O‘ahu 
 

Kauai: Saturday, January 11, 2014 

Harrison Chandler Education Center at the National Tropical Botanical Garden Headquarters, Kalāheo, Kaua‘i 
  

 The workshop is $12 per person. Space is limited and advance registration is required. To register please 

visit www.breadfruit.info. To volunteer at the workshop, to donate breadfruit or for general inquiries, please 

email hooulu@hawaiihomegrown.net or call 808-756-9437. Contact Andrea Dean, Sustainable Initiatives LLC at 

808-960-3727 for more information. 

T 

Dr. Diane Ragone, Director of the Bread-

fruit Institute of the National Tropical      

Botanical Garden. 

I have 20 years of experience in tree service including running my own tree     
service company before moving to Hawaii.  My number is 808 429-1062 and the 
house number is 808 737-5329.  I appreciate your time.  God Bless, Jim Golden. 

Seeking Tree Service Work on OahuSeeking Tree Service Work on OahuSeeking Tree Service Work on Oahu   

International Sandalwood Symposium 2012 Proceedings 
 

If you would like to purchase a beautiful full-color hardcopy of the Interna-

tional Sandalwood Symposium 2012 Proceedings, please do so through the 

publisher; for a limited time the book is 25% off, plus an additional 15% from 

the publisher.   Please go to the following link: http://www.lulu.com/shop/

madhugiri-nageswara-rao-and-jaya-r-soneji-and-danica-t-harbaugh-

reynaud/proceedings-of-the-international-sandalwood-symposium-2012/

paperback/product-21355501.html. 

http://hawaiihomegrown.net/breadfruit-workshop
http://hawaiihomegrown.net/breadfruit-workshop
mailto:hooulu@hawaiihomegrown.net
http://www.lulu.com/shop/madhugiri-nageswara-rao-and-jaya-r-soneji-and-danica-t-harbaugh-reynaud/proceedings-of-the-international-sandalwood-symposium-2012/paperback/product-21355501.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/madhugiri-nageswara-rao-and-jaya-r-soneji-and-danica-t-harbaugh-reynaud/proceedings-of-the-international-sandalwood-symposium-2012/paperback/product-21355501.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/madhugiri-nageswara-rao-and-jaya-r-soneji-and-danica-t-harbaugh-reynaud/proceedings-of-the-international-sandalwood-symposium-2012/paperback/product-21355501.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/madhugiri-nageswara-rao-and-jaya-r-soneji-and-danica-t-harbaugh-reynaud/proceedings-of-the-international-sandalwood-symposium-2012/paperback/product-21355501.html
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Hawai'i Tourism Authority Kūkulu Ola: Living Hawaiian Culture Program  

Supports Dryland Forest Restoration & Education 

he Hawai'i Tourism Authority awarded a grant to the Hawai‘i Forest Institute through the Kūkulu Ola: Liv-

ing Hawaiian Culture Program for Ka Pilina Poina ‘Ole “Connections Not Forgotten”, a dryland forest cul-

tural ecology education program at Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest and Kalaemanō Cultural Center.  Other 

funders include  Kamehameha Schools, Hawai’i Community Foundation, and Friends of Hawaii Charities. 

 During 2013, over 500 youth participated in forest stewardship events.  In addition, two new native plant 

resource cards featuring ‘Ohe makai (‘Ohe kukuluāe‘o) and Hauhele'ula (Kokia drynariodes) were created by 

Yvonne Yarber Carter.  The cards are being used as a learning resources and were distributed at outreach events 

including Ka ‘ahahui o ka Nāhelehele’s Dryland Symposium and Amy B.H. Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden’s 

Grow Hawaiian Festival. 

 Several new components have been added to the outreach program this year including Cultural Educator 

Keoki Apokolani Carter’s Ho‘ohele Mea Lā‘au Traveling School, which greatly expands the number of students 

who benefit from the program. Also there has been an expanded collaboration with Kapilina Poina ‘Ole Director 

Ku‘ulei Keakealani, who is dedicated to perpetuating homeland knowledge and connection to mauka-makai 

Kekaha and Hualālai lands through place-based story telling, oral traditions, ancestral knowledge, language, and 

literacy.   

 In addition to Ku‘ulei, joining Cultural Ecology Team members Site Manager Wilds Pihanui Brawner, 

Yvonne Yarber Carter, and Keoki Apokolani Carter, are Restoration Technician Kekaulike Tomich and Cultural 

Apprentice Lehua Alapai.  The Cultural Ecology Team  has also  been busy working with  Kamehameha Schools on 

T 

 Hawaiʻi Preparatory Academy 8th grade students at Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest. September 2013. Photos: Yvonne Yarber Carter. 

 Kealakehe Intermediate Na Kahumoku students at Ka‘ūpūlehu.  May 2013.                             

Photos: Keoki Apokolani Carter. 
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City & County of Honolulu Supports 

Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest 

he Hawai‘i Forest Institute (HFI) was recently awarded a City & County of Honolulu Department of Com-

munity Services (DCS) Grant-in-Aid for the Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest.  Grant funds will be 

allocated towards creating the Polynesian-introduced zone.  The Discovery Forest will feature three 

demonstration zones, Polynesian-introduced species and cultivars; Dryland and Mesic forest spe-

cies; and Strand vegetation.  

In addition to the Honolulu DCS, grants have been received from the Hawai‘i Tourism Authority, 

Cooke Foundation, Atherton Family Foundation, Samuel N. and Mary Castle Foundation, and Pettus Founda-

tion. In-kind contributors include Halli’s Hawaiian Food, Leland Miyano, Side Street Inn, PBR Hawai‘i, Wai-

ahole Botanicals,  Green Field Nursery, and Native Plant Source. 

The Children’s Discovery Forest is designed to provide a representation of natural systems, including a 

vision of Hawai‘i before the arrival of humans.  The project features culturally significant plant and tree species 

that once grew near traditional shoreline villages of O‘ahu.  It demonstrates the significance of place and the 

kuleana of mālama ‘āina by integrating traditional Hawaiian forest ecosystems, forest stewardship opportuni-

ties, and innovative land-based education for residents and visitors.  

To further the Children’s Discovery Forest learning potential, the Early Childhood Advisory Committee 

has developed potential topics for Hawai‘i Early Learning and Development Standards for four year-old chil-

dren and Hawai‘i Content and Performance Standard Benchmarks for students in kindergarten, first grade and 

second grade.  The committee has also initiated the development of activities and lesson plans. 

HFI is seeking volunteers and in-kind services and supplies for the project. Contact Project Coordinator 

Nicole Evans at zoodiscoveryforest@gmail.com for more information.   
 

Links: http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/  

https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluZooChildrensDiscoveryForest  

https://plus.google.com/106172765943231885915/posts  

T 

 Honolulu Zoo Children’s Discovery Forest Groundbreaking Event. 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/Magic%20Briefcase/2012/Discovery%20Forest/Honolulu%20Zoo/PR/zoodiscoveryforest@gmail.com%20
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://www.facebook.com/HonoluluZooChildrensDiscoveryForest
https://plus.google.com/106172765943231885915/posts


Interpretive Signage Enhances Pana'ewa Zoo Discovery Forest 

Left: Dr. J.B. 

Friday talks to 

Kiwanis Kids 

about the plants.  

Right: Group at 

the end of the 

day. October 12, 

2013. 
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hanks to energetic volunteers, Phase II of the Pana'ewa Zoo Discovery Forest has been completed.  The project 

features a display of native, cultural and medicinal plants that once grew in the traditional farms and native for-

ests of East Hawai'i. 

 During the October workday, Kiwanis Kids (K-Kids) pulled weeds and outplant-

ed seedlings.  The Kiwanis Club of East Hawaii sponsors the  Key Clubs of Hilo and Wai-

akea High, the Builders Clubs of Hilo and Waiakea Intermediate, K-Kids Clubs of EB De 

Silva and Waiakea Elementary, BUGS (Bring Up Grades) at Hilo Union, and the Circle K 

Club of the University of Hawaii at Hilo. Dr. J.B. Friday talked about the plants and Mike 

Donoho, Peter Simmons, and J.B. gave planting demonstrations.  K-Kids have been 

providing valuable assistance at the Discovery Forest for the past two years.   

 The main kiosk was constructed and installed and Leonard Bisel & Associates created the artwork for three 

interpretive signs; the main kiosk shows an illustration of the project site, photos, and updates; a native forest sign 

depicts the native species; and an ago-forest sign depicts the Polynesian-introduced species.  Plant ID signs have 

been produced and will be installed at the January 2014 volunteer event. 

 Mahalo to project funders Cleo Foundation; DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) and USDA 

Forest Service through Kaulunani Urban Forestry Program; Captain Planet Foundation; Hawai‘i Tourism Authority, 

Change Happens Foundation, Hawai‘i Community Foundation HPM Building Supply, Hawai‘i Forest & Trail, and 

Big Island Candies.   Mr. Earl Yempuku, Honua Landscaping Inc. provided a donation of time and equipment to 

help move and place boulders and the Pana'ewa Zoo donated plants, boulders, and assistance with site preparation.   

The Pana'ewa Zoo Discovery Forest features many endemic species as well as Polynesian-introduced "canoe 

plants", which play essential roles in Hawaiian culture, for food, fiber, tools, implements, building materials, and 

medicine. Learn more at 

the project webpage. 

T 

 Pana'ewa Zoo Discovery Forest  interpretive signage. 

http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/pana%E2%80%98ewa-zoo-discovery-forest/
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Deter Timber Theft 

 
The theft of wood and timber seems to be on the rise. HFIA is aware of investigations into illegal cutting on Kaua‘i 

and Hawai‘i Island and we’re certain that the problem of poaching and selling stolen timber spreads across the state.  

We need your help to address this serious problem.  
 

For instance, the Kona coffee processors, working together, have cut the theft rate for  

coffee cherry from 60 per year to five per year, simply by asking some basic questions.  

They also phoned each other with the license plate numbers of vehicles driven by people 

who didn’t appear to be legitimate sellers, and insisted that payment for coffee cherry 

always be by check, never cash, mailed to the seller.  
 

Law enforcement officials have endorsed a simple set of questions like the ones that fol-

low. Members of our board of directors testify that even one or two questions to dubious 

sellers discourage their activities. Before you buy wood from someone you are not famil-

iar with, ask:  

1. Where, specifically, was this wood cut?  

2. May I have the name, address, and phone number of the landowner?  

3. May I have your name, address, phone number, and drivers' license ID number?  

4. What is your State GET license number?  

5. Do you have a document from the landowner certifying you have  permission  

 to sell the timber?  
 

HFIA has worked with the legislature to improve agricultural theft laws. The agricultural community is also pushing 

for better documentation of harvests and sales, to establish a chain-of-custody record which will protect landowners, 

harvesters, shippers and purchasers. We welcome your suggestions for other ways to discourage theft.  

A slab was brutally cut from 

this koa tree, which subsequent-

ly killed the tree in Kōke'e State 

Park, Kauai. 

This man takes wood chips, soaks them in water for many  days. He uses a tree from Russia (Red Cedar). Then 

he starts building  his pieces which takes him about 6 months, 10 hours a day to finish it.  

Wood Chip Art 

Mark Your Calendars! 

28th Annual Hawaii Wood Guild Exhibit at Isaacs Art Center in Waimea. The opening recep-

tion will be held at 5pm on January 18, 2014 and the exhibit will be open Tuesday through 

Saturday from 10 – 5 ’til February 22, 2013.  



2013 Hawaii's Woodshow™, Na Lā‘au o Hawai‘i 

nother amazing Hawaii's Woodshow™, Na Lā‘au o Hawai‘i was held this year at the Honolulu Museum of Art 

School at Linekona September 1-15.  Forty-eight talented artists entered 87 pieces in the show.  This year’s win-

ner were: 

 Best of Show: Tak Yoshino - Zen Meditation Chair “Mantra”  

 Award of Excellence:  Joel Bright – Credenza 

 First Place Furniture: Douglas Gordon – Writing Desk 

 First Place Musical Instrument: Rich Godfrey - Mahina Koa Guitar 

 First Place Novice: Hongtao Zhou – Energy Wood 

 First Place Sculpture: Cliff Johns – Holo Hula 

 First Place Turning: Kelly Dunn – Plumeria Nocturne 

 First Place Open: Francisco Clemente – Silent Whisper 

 Honorable Mention: 

 R. W. Butts – King’s Cauldron 

 Tom Calhoun – Persephone’s Purse 

 Shaun Fleming – Maui Forest 

 Mats Fogelvik – Pua Koa 

 Scott Hare – The Last Kiss…Extinction 

 Michael Patrick Smith – Fan Leaf Sculpture 

 Michael Patrick Smith – Yin Yang Fern 

 Michael Patrick Smith – Earth, Sea & Sky 

The Spirit of the Show Award, which is sponsored by Bart Potter and best showcases use of wood from un-

der-utilized non-native trees while meeting exhibition criteria was awarded to Landon Hamada for his Curved 

Chair.  Landon Hamada’s Curved Chair also won the Kent Award, which is sponsored by Ron & Myra Kent and 

recognizes and honors the most promising first-time entrant age 18 and under. 

Scott Hare won both the Artist’s Choice Award and People’s Choice Award this year for his magnificent 

piece The Last Kiss...Extinction.  The People’s Choice Award is based on votes by visitors to the exhibition and the 

Artist’s Choice Award, which provides peer recognition for outstanding work, is voted on by participating artists.   

Internationally recognized premier woodworker Paul Schurch, award-winning studio furniture designer 

Marian Yasuda and award-winning member of the American Institute of Architects and CEO at Group 70 Interna-

tional Norman G. Y. Hong served as jurors at this 21st annual Hawaii’s Woodshow.    
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A 

Left: Zen Meditation Chair “Mantra” by Tak Yoshino. Right: Credenza by Joel Bright. 

The Last Kiss...Extinction by Scott Hare. 

© Hal Lum 2013 

© Hal Lum 2013 © Hal Lum 2013 
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The 2013 Hawaii’s Woodshow sponsors were Kamehameha Schools, DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife, 

Hawai‘i Forest Institute, Woodcraft Hawaii, Halekulani On the Beach at Waikiki, Maui Custom Woodworkers, Inc., 

Ocean Eagle, Ron and Myra Kent, Hilo Frame Shop, Tusher Architectural Group, Thomas A. Loudat, C. Barton 

Potter, and Bubbies Ice Cream.  For the first time this year, the Woodshow was supported in part by the State Founda-

tion on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) through appropriation from the Legislature of the State of Hawaii and by the 

National Endowment for the Arts through a grant awarded to the Hawai‘i Forest Institute. 

Hawaii's Woodshow was created to promote an appreciation for the remarkable variety of Hawai'i-grown 

woods as well as for the talented woodworkers.  Artists are limited to Hawai'i-grown wood and are encouraged to 

use conservative techniques such as veneering to make the most effective use of woods in limited supply. Certain rare 

or endangered species are prohibited. See more photos at http://hawaiiforest.org/woodshow/woodshow13.html. Link to 

tour:  2013 Hawaii's Woodshow Tour filmed by Kyle Metcalf with music by Danny Carvalho.  

Mark your calendars for the 2014 Hawaii’s Woodshow, which will be held August 31 through September 14 at 

the Honolulu Museum of Art School at Linekona.  The Opening Reception is scheduled for Saturday, August 30. 

Curved Chair  by Landon Hamada.  

Silent Whisper by Francisco Clemente. 

Maui Forest by Shaun Fleming. 

© Hal Lum 2013 

© Hal Lum 2013 

© Hal Lum 2013 

http://hawaiiforest.org/woodshow/woodshow13.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cu0m84fg7aE
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With the December holidays, Congress is heading into recess, leaving significant issue to be addressed in 
the New Year. 
 

Farm Bill conferees have made progress toward consensus on a Farm Bill—although we can’t be sure 
whether the most important forestry provision—a “forest roads” fix—will still be included when they 
resume and submit a conference report in January.  It’s important that we stay vigilant to keep im-
portant forestry provisions included. 

 

The House is developing several Immigration Reform proposals, to reconcile with the Immigration Bill 
the Senate passed this fall—although none is ready for circulation yet.  Those proposals contain 
several possible options for reforming reforestation guestworker policy, significantly improving what 
the Senate has placed on the table, and we will enter 2014 ready to move the forest supply chain 
interest forward within that process. 

 

The Department of Transportation’s project to study heavy trucks’ impacts is well underway, and FRA is 
working with allies to ensure that it examines the right items and examines them fairly.  With discus-
sions of the next Highway Bill scheduled to launch this spring, we are preparing a “ground game” to 
get the right messages circulating in the Congressional districts where they can do the most good. 

 

Beginning December 14, members of Congress will be back in their home districts for the rest of the 
year.  What better time to drop in, as a constituent, and remind them of how decisions they make affect for-
estry and the community you vote in?  You can find locations and contact information for home offices on 
legislators’ web sites. 

 

Need background on FRA positions?  Please visit our Policy Priorities page. 

FRA Bulletin December 12, 2013 Volume 15, Number 15 
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Domestic Pellet Consumption Up 

 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 

Farm Bill Conferees Move Toward Recess 

House Hearing on HOS Impacts 

Sen. Wyden Introduces O&C Act 

Presidential Energy Management Memo 

Transportation Interests Plead for Highway Funding 

 

HARVESTING NEWS 
 

FMCSA Proposes to Ease Vets’ CDL Access 

Oregon Log Truckers Seek HOS “Rest Break” Exemption 

CSA Database to Note Dismissed Citations? 

Heavy Truck Crash Fatality Data Questioned 

http://www.forestresources.org/page.asp?content=fra_policy_priorities&g=FRA
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#industry1
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#govt1
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#govt2
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#govt3
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#govt4
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#govt5
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#harvest1
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#harvest2
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#harvest3
http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?content=bulletin&g=fra#harvest4
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Mahalo Renewing Members 
 

Corporate ($300) 
Robert Jolley – Chief Executive Officer, American Forest Management, Inc. 

Wade C. Lee – Managing Member, Ha’loa Aina (JAWMIN) LLC 

Fred and Connie Smales - Vice President, Plywood Hawaii, Inc. 

Charles Michler - Tropical HTIRC Director, USDA Forest Service 
 

Business ($125) 
Bart Potter - C. Barton Potter Co. 

Lance (Kip) Dunbar – Owner, Kainalu Ranch 

Greg H. Blomgren – Owner, Koa Hawaiiana 

James A. Mehrwein – President, McKenzie River Associates, LLC 

Robert W. Puakea 

Elin Walburn – CFO. Teichner Walburn & Associates, LLC 

James B. Friday - Extension Forester, UH Manoa Cooperative Extension Service 

Takahiro and Junko Yoshino 

Roy Tsumoto – Owner, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto 
 

Individual ($50) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mahalo New Members 
 

 

Individual ($50) 

Mona Suzuki 

 

The mission of the Hawai‘i Forest Industry Association is to promote healthy and productive forests  

and a sustainable forest industry through forest management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. 
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John T. Britton, M.D. 

Sandy Brodie 

William Dalton 

William DeMent 

Adiyan Hara 

Arnold Hori 

Stephen Hynson 

Herb Kaneko 

William E. Kleiner 

David Longacre 

George Newton 

Craig Nichols 

Anthony Oliver 

Thomas Pasquale 

Albert Raybold 

David Reisland 

Peter D. Simmons 

Alan E. Wilkinson 

David Young 

http://03456bd.netsolhost.com/manage/index.php?S=f4022606585a634ea353fcca7a7b4172982956ba&D=cp&D=cp&C=myaccount&id=329
http://03456bd.netsolhost.com/manage/index.php?S=f4022606585a634ea353fcca7a7b4172982956ba&D=cp&D=cp&C=myaccount&id=239


HFIA ASSOCIATION NEWS 

HFIA Corporate Members 
Robert Jolley, American Forest Management, Inc. 

Mary and Eric Bello, Bello's Millwork Inc. 

Sheri S. Mann, DLNR/Division of Forestry & Wildlife 

Nicholas Koch, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

J. Scott Meidell, Haleakala Ranch 

Wade C. Lee, Ha’loa Aina (JAWMIN) LLC 

Kama Dancil, Kamehameha Schools  

Michael Tam, Martin & MacArthur, Ltd.  

 Joyce H. Doty, Na Aina Kai Botanical Gardens 

Fred and Connie Smales, Plywood Hawaii, Inc. 

Mike Lindstrom, Specialty Forest Products, Inc.  

Kevin Carl, The Koa Store 

Charles Michler, USDA Forest Service 
Dave Sweitzer, Western Hardwood Association 

Jorma Winkler, Winkler Woods, LLC 

Carol Akimoto, Woodcraft Hawaii 
 

HFIA Business Members 
 

Derrick Nishimura, Agro Resources, Inc. 

John Lindelow, Ahu Lani Sanctuary 

Aileen Yeh, Aileen's Nursery-Po`o Wai U, 

   Hawai`i Agriculture Research Center 

Allan Parachini, Allan Parachini Custom Furniture 

Owen J. Graham, Alaska Forest Association 

Andy Cole, Woodworker 

Jay Warner, Awapuhi Farms & Mill 

Scott Beaulaurier, Beaulaurier Forestry Services, Inc. 

 Clark Allred, Big Island Wood Products, LLC 

Bart Potter, C. Barton Potter Co. 

Cliff Johns, Cliff Johns Gallery 

William Denham, Community Power Corporation 

J. Kelly Dunn 

Linda Dunn, Dunn Gallery 

Tim and Tiffany Shafto, DeEtte & Alan 

Mats Fogelvik, Fogelvik Furniture 

Jill Wagner, Future Forests Nursery, LLC 

Gerhard Osterberger, G.O. Fine Woodworking 

David Gomes, Gomes Guitars & Ukuleles 

Gregg Smith, Gregg Smith - Woodturner 

James Quinn, Hawaii Island Hardwoods, LLC  

Curtis Wilmington, Hawaiian Accessories, Inc. 

Vedad Kulalic, Hawaiian Fine Woodcraft LLC 
 Che Garcia, Hawaiian Koa Wood Rings 

Honolulu Furniture Company 

 James De Mello, J.D. Enterprises 

Terry & Carole Wells, Kahili Makai Ranch and Supply 

Kip Dunbar, Kainalu Ranch 

Charles Gerdes, Kalaau Graphics 

A. C. Sandy Brodie, Kaua'i Koa Farm 

David Longacre, Kawika Tropical Fruit Orchards 

 Kent Lighter, Kohala Nui Farms 

Greg H. Blomgren, Koa Hawaiiana 

Rick Rutiz, Ma Ka Hana Ka‘ Ike 

 

Ed Takayesu, Maui Custom Woodworks, Inc. 

James A. Mehrwein, McKenzie River Associates, LLC 

Richard Willson, Ocean Eagle 

Andy Parker, Parker Productions Unlimited 

Brandi Beaudet, Parker Ranch 

Robert Puakea Jr. 

Les Goya, Queen Emma Land Company 

Rhoady Lee, Rhoady Lee Architecture & Design 

Ricardo Vasquez 

Ron Kent 

Roy Lambrecht, Roy Lambrecht Woodworking, INC 

R.W. Rollo Scheurenbrand, Scheurenbrand Guitars 

Aaron Lau, Simply Wood Studios 

Clay & Shel Simpson, Simpson Art Works 

Edmund K. Clark, Stewardship Services 

Martin Mansson, Swedish Woodwork & Design 

Tai Lake, Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 

Takahiro and Junko Yoshino 

Tay Perry, Tay W. Perry, Inc. 
Richard Cunningham, The Picture Frame Shop 

Elin Walburn, Teichner Walburn & Associates 

Don Bryan, Tradewinds Hawaiian Woods 

Michael M. Kraus, Tree Works, Inc. 

 Diana and Terry Tusher, Tusher Architectural Group 

J.B. Friday, University of Hawaii Manoa Cooperative  

 Extension Service 

Dave Sweitzer, Western Hardwood Association 

Alan Wilkinson, Wilkinson Koa Furniture 

 Loren Wilson, Wilson Woodcraft 

 Thomas M. Calhoun, World Wood Works 

Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy Tsumoto 

Shaun Fleming, Wooden Touches 

Ron Hester, Woodworking Studio Hawaii 

Hidetaka Yamauchi, Yamaichi Fancy Veneer 

Tom Zelko, Zelko Woodworks LLC. 
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HAWAI`I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

HAWAI‘I FOREST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

P. O. Box 66 

‘O‘ōkala, HI 96774 

Phone: 808-933-9411 

Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 

Website:  http://www.hawaiiforest.org/ 

Hawaii’s Woodshow: http://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/ 

Hawai'i Forest Institute: www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org 

OFFICERSOFFICERS  

Tai Lake, President 

Aileen Yeh, Vice President 

Mats Fogelvik, Secretary 

Elin Walburn, Treasurer 
 

DIRECTORSDIRECTORS 
 

KAUAI 

Kevin Carl 

Laurie Ho 

 

OAHU 

Robert Osgood 

Diana Tusher 
 

MAUI 

Thomas Calhoun 

Kip Dunbar 
 

HAWAI`I 

Mike Robinson 

Peter D. Simmons 
 

AT-LARGE 

Don Bryan 

Kamakani Dancil 

Mats Fogelvik 

Nicholas Koch 

Tai Lake 

Elin Walburn 

Jay Warner 

Jorma Winkler 

Aileen Yeh 
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