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Stay abreast upcoming events by visiting HFIA’s Online Calendar of Events HERE. 
 

If you would like to provide feedback regarding HFIA’s Membership benefits, Outreach efforts, or to make 
suggestions for membership opportunities (or to host), please complete THIS SHORT SURVEY. 

https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://form.jotform.com/233627557241054


2024 Hawai’i State Legislative Session Summary 

During the 2024 Legislative Session, which is still under way, HFIA’s Legislative Committee submitted 37 pieces of  
testimony on 24 different measures and their various versions. One measure HFIA was supportive of, HB2020, made its 
way through the House of Representatives and the Senate, to Governor Greene’s desk, where it was signed into law via 
Act 053. HB202/Act 053 expands the definition of “renewable energy producer” used to determine the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources disposition of public lands to renewable energy producers. Three measures HFIA opposed, SB2101, 
SB2764, and HB1807 were not successful in becoming law, which is a success. The details of those measures, and all 24 
that HFIA’s Legislative Committee testified on throughout the session, are listed below. 
 

Measure  Description Action Taken 
by HFIA 

Legislative 
Committee  

SB2101 Eliminates biomass from the renewable portfolio standard 
definition of renewable energy. 

Oppose 

HB2767 Updates the tax credit incentive for locally generated 
energy/fuel. Extends the tax credit period. Increases credits 
allowed. 

Support 

SB2423 Requires the DOA to create Healthy Soils Program. Support 

HB2028, 
HB2028HD1 

Merges the Made in Hawaiʻi with Aloha branding program 
with the Hawaiʻi Made program under the Department of 
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism. 

Support  

SB3013 Funds the DOT for the removal of Albizia and other invasive 
trees. 

Support 

SB2764 Transfers the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts to the 
Department of Business Economic Development and Tourism. 
Repeals the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
Commission. 

Oppose 

SB2167 Funds the Department of Land and Natural Resources for 
natural resource management. 

Support 

SB2088 Funds the Department of Land and Natural Resources and the 
Department of Transportation for vegetation management to 
reduce risk of wildfire. 

Support 

SB2082 Merges the Made in Hawaiʻi with Aloha branding program 
with the Hawaiʻi Made program under the Department of 
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism. 

Support 

HB2131 
HB2131HD2 

Funds the control of the Two-lined Spittlebug. Support 
Support 

HB2619 
HB2619HD1 

Funds Agricultural Biosecurity Control. Support 
Support 

HB2754 Establishes a plant-based building materials working group - 
omits timber as a possible material. 

Support with 
comments to 
include timber 

SB2364 Establishes a plant-based building materials working group - 
omits timber as a possible material 

Support with 
comments to 
include timber 



HB2758, 
HB2758HD2 

Funds the control and eradication of invasive species and pests. 
Establishes a plant nursery license program. 

Comments to 
include 
commercial 
forestry in the 
bill language. 

SB2143, 
SB2143SD1, 
SB214SD1HD1 

Funds to the Wildfire Management Branch of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources' Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife to provide nonprofit organizations with grants for 
wildfire preparedness and mitigation programming. 

Support 
Support 
Support 

SB2502, 
SB2502SD1, 
SB2502SD1HD1 

Requires the University of Hawaiʻi to establish and implement 
a two-year program to develop web-GIS wildfire susceptibility 
and vulnerability maps for the State to determine which 
communities, landscapes, buildings, and infrastructure are most 
vulnerable to future wildfires. 

Support 
Support 
Support 

SB2842, 
SB2842SD2 

Establishes a wildfire mitigation working group. Support 
Support 

SB2500SD1, 
SB2500SD1SD2 

Establishes a food and product innovation network. Support 
Support 

HB2020HD1, 
HB2020HD1HD2 

Expands the definition of “renewable energy producer” used to 
determine the Board of Land and Natural Resources disposition 
of public lands to renewable energy producers. 

Support 
Support 
PASSED 
ACT053 

SB3237SD1, 
SB3237SD1SD2, 
SB3237SD2HD1 

Funds the control and eradication of invasive species and pests. 
Establishes a plant nursery license program. 

Comments to 
include 
commercial 
forestry in the 
bill language. 

SB3360SD1 Updates the Renewable Fuels tax credit to include produced 
fuel. Extends the credit period. 

Support 

HB2650 Funds to the Department of Transportation for the removal of 
Albizia and other invasive species. 

Support 

HB1581HD1 Funds the Department of Land and Natural Resources to 
develop native plant nurseries and a seed bank initiative. 

Support 

HB1807HD2 Specifies that the works of art special fund's one per cent 
transfer requirement shall apply only to capital improvement 
appropriations for the original construction of state buildings. 
Appropriates funds for performing arts initiatives and 
expanded arts programing in schools. 

Oppose 

 

 

 

 

 

Members can read more about any of the above measures by searching them on the Hawaii State 
Legislature website. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/home.aspx


Go Native Expanding its Reach 

Now available on Hawai’i Island, O’ahu, Kaua’i and Maui! 

If you don’t have copy yet, the Go Native guide is available for purchase on 
Amazon.com or at the following locations: 

• Basically Books (Hilo, Hawai’i) 
• Big Island Book Buyers (Hilo, Hawai’i) 
• Elemental Plants (Honokaa, Hawai’i) 
• Waimea General Store (Waimea, Hawai’i) 
• Kona Bay Books (Kailua Kona, Hawai’i) 
• The Vanillerie (Kailua Kona, Hawai’i) 
• Bess Press/daShop (Honolulu, O’ahu) 
• Native Books (Honolulu, O’ahu) 
• Talk Story Bookstore (Hanapepe, Kaua’i) 
• Maui Friends of the Library Bookstore (Puunene, Maui) 
• Maui Friends of the Library Bookstore (Kihei, Maui) 
• Native Intelligence (Wailuku, Maui) 

 

You can also email hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org to purchase your copy on Hawai’i Island and save $5. 
 
 

‘The Hawaii Guy’, A Woodturning Adventure in Germany 
An account of HFIA Member Aaron Hammer’s experience participating in a woodturning festival in Germany, May 
2024. 

Written by Aaron Hammer 

I happened to inquire at just the right time, and just like that I was invited 
to present at the largest woodturning festival in Europe!  
 
I headed to the town of Olberhau, in the Ore mountains of Saxony 
Germany (whose town logo is actually a turned wooden toy). The festival 
was held at the Saigerhutte, a Unesco World Heritage Site. In the 1500s,  
 

Saigerhutte was the center of 
metallurgy, fabrication, and 
woodworking machine 
production. Amongst other 
things, the festival featured the 
great, great, great grandson of 
the maker of the original and 
iconic ‘nutcracker’ 
demonstrating  
the making of a nutcracker. 
 
I arrived at Olbernhau on Friday, the day before the festival was scheduled to 
begin. I checked into my hotel, walked over to the Saigerhutte and was greeted 
very warmly by the festival organizers. I was shown the XL turning room where 
I’d be demonstrating on the VB36, the same lathe that I have in my own shop 
back on Hawai’i Island. 
 
I trusted the generosity of others and did not bring any tools with me, as I had Aaron and a fellow demonstrator. 

The site of the Woodturning festival. 

https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MTFLQEWHYS3A&keywords=go+native+hawaii&qid=1667958212&s=books&sprefix=go+native%2Cstripbooks%2C190&sr=1-1
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


been told that tools could be borrowed. This created a bit of stress when I 
arrived and found out the there was a larger challenge with language than I 
had expected. In addition to the language barrier, I was fighting jet lag, but I 
kept my cool and focused on taking it one step at a time.  
 
In preparation for my demonstration, as I was inspecting a massive woodpile, 
a man pulled up in his van, which housed every jig, chainsaw and marking 
tool a woodturner uses. The man didn't speak any English so I gestured to 
roughly a 25” round size. He must have understood me because he had a 
bowl blank cut for me in less than five minutes.  
 
I brought the blank to the lathe I’d be using and met my neighbors from 
Cologne - twin brothers (@twinwood_eifel on Instagram). The twins were 
highly enthusiastic wood turning addicts – great company!  

 
My neighbors had turning tools 
I was familiar with, and the 
same sharpening system I use. 
They generously helped me get 
set up and shared all of their tools with me. I was in business and ready to 
turn! In the end, I turned two large bowls from the maple wood the festival 
organizers had provided.  
 
There were 3,000 festival attendees, and although I couldn’t speak with 
many of them, it seems as though I impressed them with my turning style 
and abilities. In addition, the media outlets present were very interested in 
“The Hawaii Guy”, and I was featured on two German news programs. 
 
By the end of the weekend, I’d made new friends from Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland and others from various European countries. It was a fantastic 
adventure!  
 
"Drechsler-Forum" Treffen 2024 in Olbernhau 
 
MEgional am 28. Mai 2024 

 

Laupahoehoe Community Woodworking Classes 
The Community Woodworking Classes held at the Laupahoehoe Community Public Charter School (LCPCS) resume in 
August. Peter Ziroli, who instructed the classes, alongside late HFIA President Don Bryan for many years, has retired 
from his position as primary instructor. Long time HFIA member Paul Schurch acted as Peter’s co-instructor over the last 
year and will now be taking the lead as the head instructor.  

The upcoming class series includes the following dates: 

Saturday, August 10th 

Saturday, August 17th 

Saturday, August 24th 

Saturday, August 31st 

        Saturday, September 7th 

 

              $160 class fee + $30 supply fee 

 

Aaron working on a maple bowl. 

Aaron with a finished maple bowl. 

https://www.ardmediathek.de/video/mdr-um-4/drechsler-forum-treffen-2024-in-olbernhau/mdr-fernsehen/Y3JpZDovL21kci5kZS9iZWl0cmFnL2Ntcy9hN2UyMjZiZS0zNGNiLTRkOWMtODBlOS1lMmExNmM2ODllYzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&si=LracdqVYhJUEPqWR&v=aHRf_hBhVrE&feature=youtu.be


All class participants are required to attend the 'Woodshop Safety and BIG Tool Tryout' onSaturday, August 3rd. This 
class is free. 
 
*Class spaces are limited, so email communityedhkol@gmail.com with your interest in the woodshop class, name, email 
and telephone number. 
 

 
 

The 2024 Hawaii’s Woodshow 
The Woodshow Committee has been working hard to prepare for this year’s annual juried woodworking exhibition. The 
2024 exhibition will be held at the Neal Blaisdell Center, Pikake Room, opening the third week of November. This year’s 
jurors will be Tai Lake, Ginger Lunt and Travis Idol. The Hawaii’s Woodshow Entry form is live and accepting 
submissions. We also look forward to another year of the Innovation + Imagination Student Challenge (“I+I).  

 

Please visit https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/ to find the 
Prospectus, Entry and Description forms.  

 

 

Instructor Needed! 
Laupahoehoe Community Woodworking Class is seeking an assistant instructor. If you or 
anyone you know is a Hilo, or Hāmākua, Hawai'i Island based woodworker interested in 

this opportunity, please contact Paul Schurch: paul@schurchwoodwork.com 

2023 Honorable Mention, Reid Anderson –   Torus Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Honorable Mention, Bill DeMent –  Six Wooden Chalices 
 

2023 Award of Distinction, Bob Butts – Curly Koa Hope Chest 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/


 



HFIA Online Shop 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional items are now available on the HFIA online Store. Set up to utilize print-on-demand, patrons can select from 
several predetermined items on which the HFIA logo can be printed. The purchase of any item helps to support HFIA’s 
mission of promoting healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through forest management, 
education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy.  
 
Visit https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/ to see the selection of items available and make your purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HFIA basic Tee 
Hawaii’s Woodshow 2024 Wall Calendar 

HFIA Coffee Mug HFIA Stainless Steel Water Bottle 

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/


HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 
Executive 

 
Develop a Board of Directors 

that supports the strategic plan 
priorities and increases the 

impact of HFIA on the members 
served. 

President Guy Cellier returned from his trip to South Africa and resumed leading 
the Executive Committee, and the HFIA as a whole, once again.  
 
The Executive Committee’s attention during this quarter has been largely focused 
on identifying ways to diversify HFIA’s income/funding moving forward. 

Membership 
 

Develop a plan to grow and 
retain membership by providing 
members with opportunities for 
dialog, education, advancement 
and  improvement in all aspects 

of Hawaii’s forest industry. 

Two meetings were held to identify and clearly state the value that HFIA adds to the 
Forest Industry in Hawaii, to the communities, and to HFIA members.  
 
The Membership Committee lead the Board of Directors in beginning a 
membership drive to expand HFIA’s membership and wealth of knowledge and 
experience. These efforts will continue throughout this year. 
 
More improvements to the membership renewal process were made during this 
quarter. 

Healthy and Productive Forests 
 

Work to improve the health and 
productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

*The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is still seeking a Chair to 
spearhead the Committee’s efforts. We are actively looking,  but also encourage 
anyone with keen interest in the committee to reach out - Committee members do 
not have to be board members.  

Forest Industry 
 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a 
strong, prosperous and diverse 

forest industry. 

HFIA was awarded the bid for the Forest Products Price Analysis. The last time 
such a survey was conducted in the State was during the early 1990s. The survey is 
intended to touch on the following areas: 

• Broad definition of forestry to include ecosystem restoration, wildlife 
biology, forest recreation  

• Employment in this field(s) – including part-time and/or weekend work 
• Types of jobs and education requirements for work in this field 
• Factors limiting organizational growth in this field  

This project will be of particular interest to our woodworking members and anyone 
who collects materials from State-owned forests.  
 
The Forest Industry Committee will be able to embed their long-planned Forest 
Industry Survey into the same project. Industry participants, including HFIA 
members, and non-members, can expect to be surveyed. 

Legislative 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 
-Connect with policy makers to 

provide guidance on forestry 
issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

The Legislative Committee closely followed the 2024 Hawaii State Legislative 
Session. One measure HFIA repeatedly testified in support of (HB2020 – ACT 053) 
passed.  
 
The Legislative Committee will be preparing for the 2025 Legislative session over 
the next quarter by polling HFIA members regarding their priorities relative to 
Forestry, and land and natural resources management in Hawaii. 

Education and Training 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

-Provide educational        
opportunities. 

The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, but 
ongoing education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest. 
 
 
 
*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 
 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 
Woodworking Artists 

Committee Chair, Aaron Hammer, alongside Paul Schurch will be instructing a Koa 
Christmas Ornament woodworking workshop, for the Hawaii Forest Institute’s 
Christmas Tree Project, in October, 2024. The workshop will be open to HFIA 
members and the public. 
*This Committee is currently seeking members. 



     Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members  
Corporate Members 

Western Hardwood Association, Dave Sweitzer 

Kamuela Hardwoods, Alex Woodbury 

Business Members 

Robert Kurosu, Kotaro Guitars 

Ron Wolfe, SeaWolfe Forestry, LLC. 

Sydney & Maurice Smith, Maliko Estate 

Catherine & Jeff Tanenbaum, Waipio Valley Artworks* 

Jacob Enslein* 

Individual Members 

Chip Hartman 

Christian Giardina 

John DeHaan 

Robert Speer* 

 

        *New Member 

 

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors: 
President At-large  Guy Cellier  Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC 

Vice President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Secretary At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Treasurer At-large  Wade Lee  Managing Member, Háloa ‘Áina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Doug Gordon  Woodworker/Owner, Hawaiian Fine Furniture 

Director  Hawai`i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards  Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

 

Newsletter Articles Wanted! 
If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please contact us: 

   Hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org, 808/933/9411 

mailto:Hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest restoration, educational 
programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. 

 
 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 
   7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

     Suite A-143A, #249 
        Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 
          Phone: 808-933-9411 

          General Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
         Membership Inquiries: hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 
 
 

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/

