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Stay up to date with HFIA’s upcoming events by visiting the online Calendar of Events HERE. 
 

If you would like to provide feedback regarding HFIA’s Membership benefits, Outreach efforts, or to make suggestions 
for membership opportunities (or to host), please complete THIS SHORT SURVEY. 

https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://form.jotform.com/233627557241054


Gearing up for the 2025 State Legislative Session 

The 2025 Hawaii State legislative session begins on January 15th, and the Hawaii Forest 
Industry Association Legislative Committee is prepared to follow along, representing the 
interests and needs of HFIA members, tracking and providing testimony on legislation 
relevant to HFIA’s interests.  
 
If you would like your personal areas of interest related to Resource Management, 
Forestry, etc. to be heard by HFIA’s Legislative Committee, make sure to complete the 
HFIA Member Legislative Priorities Survey by January 15th. 
 
If you would like to join the HFIA Legislative Committee, please let us know via email: 
hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org. Committee members help to determine which pieces of legislation the Association will 
testify in regards to, and the utilize their expertise to provide input for the content of testimony and comments. 
 

 
 

New Projects 
Over the past few months HFIA Directors made the decision to undertake three new projects and responsibilities that the 
Association is uniquely suited for. Each of the projects build upon existing relationships with other entities and 
professionals in the Natural Resources (and Forestry specifically) sector. These projects will also foster new relationships. 
 
We look forward to sharing more about these exciting undertakings soon! 
 
 
Hawaii’s Woodshow 2024 
This year marked the 32nd Annual Hawaii’s Woodshow. The 2024 exhibition was held in the Pikake Room at the Neal 
Blaisdell Center, from November 17th -24th. Tai Lake representing the woodworking community, Ginger Lunt representing 
the design community, and Travis Idol representing the forestry and research communities, served as the jurors of this 
year’s show.  

Members can look up measures by searching them on the Hawaii Capitol website. 

https://form.jotform.com/hfiaoutreach/legislative-priorities-
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/home.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upena, Winter Anderson, Best of Show* The Performance, Robert Duffer, Kent Award 
for Exploration* 

*Photo by Brad Goda 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year also marked the 8th annual Innovation + Imagination Student Challenge (“I+I”) in which high school and 
college students are introduced to the diverse world of Hawai‘i woods. Students are challenged to construct artwork using 
a mixture of donated Hawai‘i-grown wood and other materials of their choice. 

First time Hawaii’s Woodshow participant, 
Andrew Penny, with his entry, Malolo 

Baby You’re My Centerpiece, Steven Hill, Lāʻau 
Pono Award* 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Light Wave, Ma’ili Mckeague, Pu’uhonua  
Award (“I+I”)* 

*Photo by Brad Goda 

Please visit https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/to read more about Hawaii’s Woodshow and see how you can support 
the 2025 show. 

Air Show, Damien Rivera, Honorable Mention (“I+I”)* 

 Hopscotch Boxes, Brandon Wong, First Place High School (“I+I”)* 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/


A Holiday Workshop 
In support of the Hawaii Forest Institute (HFI) Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Locally-Grown Potted Christmas 
Tree) Project, HFIA hosted an Ornament Workshop on November 14th at Nalu Builds in Hilo. HFIA Secretary, Taylor 
Coons, (manager of Nalu Builds) provided the space and refreshments, while HFIA staff, Aspen Billiet, lead the 
workshop. HFIA member Aaron Hammer was contracted to turn small ornaments out of Koa and Milo for the project.  

During the workshop participants were tasked with finishing the ornaments by sanding and oiling them. Participants also 
added hooks and twine for hanging and were invited to add detail or personalize ornaments with the woodburning tool. 
The workshop completed 75 ornaments for the Locally Grown Potted Christmas Tree Project, and participant feedback 
indicated the workshop was a success in that it fostered community and provided a fun, affordable, accessible holiday 
activity.  

The ornaments created during the workshop were used to decorate the Christmas trees for the various sales held in Hilo. 
HFI also donated 38 decorated trees to Hope Services.  

HFIA looks forward to hosting future ornament, and other, workshops.



HFIA Online Shop 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HFIA items are now available on the online Store. Set up to utilize print-on-demand, patrons can select from several 
predetermined items on which the HFIA logo can be printed. The purchase of any item helps to support HFIA’s mission of 
promoting healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through forest management, education, 
planning, information exchange, and advocacy.  
 
Visit https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/ to see the selection of items available and make your purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HFIA basic Tee 
Hawaii’s Woodshow 2024 Wall Calendar 

HFIA Coffee Mug HFIA Stainless Steel Water Bottle 

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/


HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 
Executive 

 
Develop a Board of Directors 

that supports the strategic plan 
priorities and increases the 

impact of HFIA on the members 
served. 

The Executive Committee approved of taking on three new projects/responsibilities 
(details to come) and HFIA President, Guy Cellier, identified and has spearheaded 
leading HFIA in one of these new endeavors in particular. 
 
A primary focus of the Executive Committee remains identifying ways to diversify 
HFIA’s income/funding moving forward. 

Membership 
 

Develop a plan to grow and 
retain membership by providing 
members with opportunities for 
dialog, education, advancement 
and  improvement in all aspects 

of Hawaii’s forest industry. 

The membership committee met to brainstorm workshop, presentation, field trip, 
and social gathering ideas with the hopes to offer more frequent opportunities for 
members to gather, learn, create together, share knowledge and expertise, etc. The 
Christmas ornament workshop was the first event offered. It drew primarily non-
member community participation. 
 
If you have ideas/suggestions for workshops, presentations, field trips etc., or would 
like to lead and/or host an event, please email hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org. 

Healthy and Productive Forests 
 

Work to improve the health and 
productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

*The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is still seeking a Chair to 
spearhead the Committee’s efforts. We are actively looking,  but also encourage 
anyone with keen interest in the committee to reach out - Committee members do 
not have to be board members.  

Forest Industry 
 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a 
strong, prosperous and diverse 

forest industry. 

HFIA was awarded the bid for the Forest Products Price Analysis. The last time 
such a survey was conducted in the State was during the early 1990s. The survey is 
intended to touch on the following areas: 

• Broad definition of forestry to include ecosystem restoration, wildlife 
biology, forest recreation  

• Employment in this field(s) – including part-time and/or weekend work 
• Types of jobs and education requirements for work in this field 
• Factors limiting organizational growth in this field  

This project will be of particular interest to our woodworking members and anyone 
who collects materials from State-owned forests.  
 
The Forest Industry Committee will be able to embed their long-planned Forest 
Industry Survey into the same project. Industry participants, including HFIA 
members, and non-members, can expect to be surveyed. Beginning phases of this 
project have begun. 

Legislative 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 
-Connect with policy makers to 

provide guidance on forestry 
issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

 
The Legislative Committee is currently accepting HFIA Member Legislative 
Priorities Survey responses. We would like to hear from you, so that the committee 
and HFIA leadership can better represent you and your interests.  
 
Find the link to the survey on page 2 of this newsletter. 

Education and Training 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

-Provide educational        
opportunities. 

 
The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, but 
ongoing education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest. 
 
*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 
 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 
Woodworking Artists 

Committee Chair, Aaron Hammer produced ornaments for HFIA’s ornament 
workshop in Hilo in November. This workshop allowed community members to 
work closely with locally sourced Koa and Milo. 
 
*This Committee is currently seeking members. 



     Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members  
Corporate Members 

Nicholas Koch, Siglo Tonewoods 

Business Members 

Michael Amado, KoaWood Ranch 

J.B. Friday  

Teva Beatty, Aloha Woods 

Shaun Fleming, Wooden Touches 

Jacob Enslein 

William Houston, Alameda Land Company 

Jerry Vasconcellos, Jerry Vasconcellos Sculptor 

Andy Cole, Andy Cole Woodworking 

Individual Members 

Andrea Gill 

William “Bill” DeMent 

*Jeffrey Stephanic 

Guy Cellier 

Scott Rolles 

*John Woodward 

Jacob Morrell 

*Jan Fried 

Lance LaPierre, From the Rock 

Jon Ogata 

Keola Kukona 

Richard Cunningham 

Danny Ovryn, Rust and Root 

Nicole Gomes 

Andrew Penny, Island Wood Creations 

Stephen Hynson, Sand Hill Woodworking 

Franscisco Clemente, Fransisco Clemente Woodturning 

Aaron Hammer, Hammer Craft 

Kelly Dunn 

*Christy Martin 



Lloyd Jones 

*Bennett Gum 

Eric Lebuse 

Steve Hill 

Patrick Bremser, Patrick Bremser Arts 

Michael Felig, Ainakoa Wood Company 

George Woollard 

Cathy Berenberg 

Ronald Tosh 

William Kleiner 

Jill Fick-Beaton, Pu’uwai Ranch 

*Llosh Winne, Llosh Winne Art & Design 

 
        *New Member 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors: 
President At-large  Guy Cellier  Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC 

Vice President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Secretary At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Treasurer At-large  Wade Lee  Managing Member, Háloa ‘Áina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Doug Gordon  Woodworker/Owner, Hawaiian Fine Furniture 

Director  Hawai`i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards  Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

 
 

Newsletter Articles Wanted! 
If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please contact us: 

   hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org, 808/933/9411 

mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest restoration, educational 
programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. 

 
 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 
   7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

     Suite A-143A, #249 
        Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 
          Phone: 808-933-9411 

          General Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
         Membership Inquiries: hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 
 
 

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/

