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What’s Happening In 2024?  

During 2023 HFIA staff and Membership Committee sought to facilitate increased opportunities for both HFIA members 

and HFIA/HFI volunteers. This included: 

• Participation in community outreach events: 

o East Hawaii Master Gardener’s Plant Sale 

o Merrie Monarch 

o Volcano Art Center’s Woodshow Opening Reception 

o Hawaii Island Climate Fair 

o Pana’ewa Zoo Tiger Fun Day 

o Volcano Art Center’s Annual Forest Fair 

o Hawaii’s Woodshow  

o Christmas Ornament Workshops  

o Ohia Love Fest 

• Site visits to: 

o Haloa Aina Forest Restoration Project, following the Annual Membership Meeting  

• Volunteer opportunities at: 

o The Pana’ewa Zoo Discovery Forest  

o The Honolulu Zoo Discovery Forest 

o The Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest  

o Via HFI’s partnership with Gill Ewa lands, at Akupu Restoration Site, on Oahu 

Looking ahead to 2024 we hope to increase and diversify opportunities for members to get involved and interact with 

one another. With that being said, we are proud to share that a membership opportunity will be held on Kauai in 

February at Kauai Koa Farm. Use THIS LINK to sign up. Mahalo in advance to HFIA members Sandy and Kris Brodie for 

hosting us.  

Additional events to look forward to in the first quarter of 

2024 include: 

January 28th: The East Hawai’i Master Gardner’s Plant Sale in 

Hilo at which HFIA will be present, alongside HFI who will be 

selling Go Native Books and trees 

 

Late March: HFIA Annual Membership Meeting, typically held 

on Hawai’i Island, followed by a site visit the next day. HFIA 

staff is considering the option of holding this event on Oahu 

this year. Further details to come soon. 

 

 

Stay abreast of upcoming events by visiting HFIA’s 

Online Calendar of Events HERE. 

 

If you would like to provide feedback regarding HFIA’s 

Membership benefits, Outreach efforts, or to make 

suggestions for membership opportunities (or to host), 

please complete THIS SHORT SURVEY. 

https://form.jotform.com/233247656640055
https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://form.jotform.com/233627557241054


Preparing for the Upcoming Hawai’i State Legislative Session 

As a 501c(6) HFIA has the ability to, and actively 

participates in, advocating at the state legislature 

every year, and the 2024 session is fast 

approaching, convening on Wednesday, January 

17th, 2024.  

Every year roughly 3000 bills are introduced, and 

our elected Representatives and Senators will 

decide whether they are important enough to 

become law. As bills move through the various 

House and Senate Committees the public has the 

opportunity to testify in support of or opposition 

to any given bill. HFIA staff closely follows bills 

introduced throughout the session and, when 

relevant to HFIA’s mission and goals, submits 

testimony expressing our stance and sharing our 

knowledge as experts in the Forest Industry.  

During the 2023 Legislative session, HFIA’s Legislative Committee and staff submitted testimony on 44 occasions, relating 

to 29 different bills and/or resolutions. A few such actions in included: 

• Testimony in support of SB419 which would provide compensation for those participating in carbon 

sequestration efforts. 

• Testimony in support of SB660 which would require the DNLR to establish a Healthy Soils Program 

• Testimony in support of HB1426 which would establish a food and product innovation network and 

manufacturing facilities 

• Testimony in support of SB1193 which would provide grant monies for innovation using Albizia wood. 

• And on a Federal level, a letter in support of Congressional bill S927, introduced by Mazie Hirono, for Rapid Ohia 

Death response funds. 

 

We invite members to follow along with the Legislative Session and participate by helping us help you. If you 

have not done so already, please take 5-10 minutes to complete the HFIA Member Legislative Survey HERE. 

 

Go Native 

The Go Native guide continues to sell well.  

Aspen Billiet (HFIA/HFI staff) looks forward to seeking out retailers on Kauai for 

the guidebook and Paul Arinaga (HFI staff) has been working on the next phase 

of the Go Native Project: a Community Portal. The portal will help garden 

designers and growers find answers to their questions, share their knowledge 

and seeds, and map or document existing native Hawaiian gardens. 

If you don’t have copy yet, the Go Native guide is available for purchase on 

Amazon.com and at the following locations: 

• Basically Books (Hilo) 

• Big Island Book Buyers (Hilo) 

• Elemental Plants/Hamakua Harvest Farmer’s Market (Honokaa) 

https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/overview-of-the-legislative-process/what-does-it-take-for-a-bill-to-become-a-law-in-hawaii/
https://form.jotform.com/232699309402056
https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MTFLQEWHYS3A&keywords=go+native+hawaii&qid=1667958212&s=books&sprefix=go+native%2Cstripbooks%2C190&sr=1-1


• Waimea General Store (Waimea) 

• Kona Bay Books (Kailua Kona) 

• The Vanillerie (Kailua Kona) 

• Bess Press/daShop (Honolulu) 

• Native Books (Honolulu) 

 

Sign-up to keep informed on project developments at www.gonativeplants.org.  

• Link to Sneak Peak of Growers Guide. 

• Order your Go Native postcards here. 

• Contact Aspen via email hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org to purchase your copy on Hawai’i Island 

 

Recapping Hawaii’s Woodshow 2023 

Mahalo to all who participated in the 2023 Hawaii’s Woodshow. This show was the largest, with more entries and more 

participating artists, since before Covid. In addition, the opening reception saw an overwhelmingly positive turnout. 

Congratulations to award winners 

Best in Show: “Spark” by Luke Shaffer 

Award of Excellence: “Tsunami” by Frank McClure 

Award of Distinction: “Curly Koa Hope Chest” by Bob Butts 

Award of Merit: “It’s Curly” by Mats Fogelvik 

Sculpture: “Navigator’s Mind: Constellation” by Robert Duffer 

Furniture Marian Yasuda Award: “Trestle Desk” by John Lund 

Turning Form Emphasis: “Hollow Form with Finial” by Jon Ogata 

Turning with Embellishment” “Aloha Reef” by John Mydock 

Accessories: “Na Mea Kaua” by Doug Gordon and Leoleo Kinimaka 

Musical Instrument: “Classical Guitar” by David Gomes 

Novice: “Lyche Naguri” by Neau Nakamori 

Kent Award: “Surf Professor”, Hui Aloha ʻĀina Momona 

Lāʻau Pono Award: “Chest-Hawaiian Quilt Series” by Stephen Hynson 

Honorable Mentions: 

“Torus Chair” by Reed Anderson 

“Ocean Harmony, Curly Koa” Derek Bencomo 

“Six Wooden Chalices” by Bill DeMent 

“Full Circle Part Two” by Kelly Dunn 

“Waldo’s Coffee” by Paul Schurch 

“Caoba Rocker” by Jay Warner 

“Orchids from Kona” by Scott Zuziak 

 

 

“I+I” 

 
The Innovation + Imagination (I+I) Student Challenge saw its sixth successful 

year. Mahalo to the Student Challenge Coordinator, Steve Hill (3DLab Director 

at University of Hawai’i-Mānoa School of Architecture), and to all student 

participants and teacher/mentors.  

 

“Spark” by Luke Shaffer 

“Hollow Form with Finial” by Jon Ogata 

http://www.gonativeplants.org/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-growers-guide/
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-plant-postcards
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


I+I Challenge Awards: 
Puʻuhonua Awards: 

“Hokulea Model” by Kate Kaneshiro & Stephanie Lee 

“Somnolent” by Hunter Wells 

High School: 

First Place Individual: “3-D Star Puzzle” by K.W. 

First Place Team: “Hōkūle‘a Model” by Kate Kaneshiro & Stephanie Lee 

Honorable Mention: “Table Lamp” by K.W. 

College: 

First Place: “Somnolent” by Hunter Wells 

Second Place: “Becoming” by Angelie Mae Mariano 

Third Place: “Ambient Desk Light” by Michelle Lee 

Fourth Place: “Maori Taiaha #122” by Monson Taiapa 

Honorable Mention: 

“Japanese Lantern Lamp” by Demitrio Castillo 

“Maori Taiaha #121” by Monson Taiapa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahalo to our 2023 Hawai’i’s Woodshow Jurors: 
Bart Potter 

Alan Wilkinson  

Diane Chen KW 

 

Mahalo to our 2023 Hawai’i’s Woodshow Coordinator: 
Marian Yasuda 

 

Mahalo to our Hawai‘i’s Woodshow Planning Committee: 
Andy Cole 

Steve Hill 

Peter Simmons 

Diana Tusher 

 

More pieces from the 2023 Hawaii’s Woodshow can be viewed online here. 

 

 

“Na Mea Kaua” by Doug Gordon & Leoleo Kinimaka 

“Six Wooden Chalices” by Bill DeMent 

*All Woodshow photos, credit: Brad Goda 

“Torus Chair” by Reed Anderson 

 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/2022-hawaii-woodshow/2023-gallery-archive/


Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Christmas Tree Project)  

and Christmas Ornament Workshops 
 

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture awarded HFI 

a $40,000 grant over two years for locally grown 

potted Christmas trees.  The project “Hawai‘i 

Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Christmas Tree Project) 

grew eight different species: Italian Stone Pine, 

Norfolk Pine, Cook Pine, Western Red Cedar, 

Sequoia and native species ʻAʻaliʻi and ʻAlaheʻe.  

To decorate these Christmas Trees HFI, coordinated 

a series of workshops to create ornaments made 

from locally sourced wood which HFIA staff and 

members, HFI staff and community volunteers 

participated in.  

A Christmas Tree sale was held at the Pana’ewa Zoo on Saturday December 16th, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor Peter Ziroli works with a 

class participant on the lathe. 

Class participants from the October 21st Ornament Workshop, 

hosted by Peter Ziroli. 

Aaron Hammer, host of the third Ornament 

Workshop, works one on one with participants 

who want to try turning on the lathe. 

Koa ornaments, lathe turned and band saw-cut, created from 

three workshops over the course of one month. 

Class participants, including HFIA staff, 

directors and community volunteers, sand, 

decorate and oil Koa ornaments. 



A special Mahalo to: 
Workshop instructors Peter Ziroli & Paul Schurch and Aaron Hammer.  

 

HFIA Directors Aileen Yeh (Aileen’s Nursery) and Irene Sprecher (Forest Solutions), who were contracted to grow the 

trees for this project, but also went above and beyond in volunteering their time and energy in helping with the  

transportation, decoration and sales of the trees.  

 

HFI Contractor, Mika Gallardo, Pana’ewa Zoo Discovery Forest Coordinator, for helping with this project.  

 

HFI Executive Director, Heather Simmons, who hand crafted and donated over 60 miniature clay ornaments to the 

project. 

 

 

NEW! HFIA Store 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New to the HFIA website is the option to purchase HFIA merchandise. Set up using a print-on-demand third party 

(Printful), patrons can select from several predetermined items on which the HFIA logo can be printed. The purchase of 

any item helps to support HFIA’s mission of promoting healthy and productive forests and a sustainable forest industry 

through forest management, education, planning, information exchange, and advocacy. 

 

Available now are the 2023 Hawaii’s Woodshow T-Shirts and our 2024 

Hawai‘i’s Woodshow Wall Calendar! 

 

We will be adding additional items so please be sure to visit our website 

regularly. 

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaii’s Woodshow 2023 T-shirt. 

Featuring “Foresters Make 100 

Year Plans”, in honor of past HFIA 

President, Mike Robinson. 

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/


HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 
Executive 

 
Develop a Board of Directors 

that supports the strategic plan 
priorities and increases the 

impact of HFIA on the members 
served. 

The Executive Committee has overseen the installment of the new (reduced size) 
board structure over the last few quarters which has yielded better productivity 
and participation. Actions taken during the fourth quarter this year have included: 

• Working to improve HFIA’s long term public relations plan to increase our 
public presence on issues important to our members via features in Derek 
Kuriso’s “Living in Paradise” and KHON2’s “Aloha Authentic” 

• HFIA President Guy Cellier, Treasurer Wade Lee, and staff are participating 
in planning for and facilitating KHON2’s Aloha Authentic episodes, 
expected to air February, 2024 

Membership 
 

Develop a plan to grow and 
retain membership by providing 
members with opportunities for 
dialog, education, advancement 
and  improvement in all aspects 

of Hawaii’s forest industry. 

The Membership Committee Chair and Outreach staff met once during the 4th 
quarter. Work included: 

• Identifying tools/resources to be added to the HFIA website to make it 
more useful for HFIA members, and updates to be made to the website 

• Draft and finalize the Membership Feedback survey (linked above) 
 

Healthy and Productive Forests 
 

Work to improve the health and 
productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

*The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is still seeking a Chair to 
spearhead the Committee’s efforts. We are actively looking,  but also encourage 
anyone with keen interest in the committee to reach out - Committee members do 
not have to be board members.  
 
Peter Simmons and Guy Cellier have been working with Forest Service folks in Hilo 
and a large land owner to find options for reducing/eliminating Strawberry Guava 
and Albizia and replacing these species with more desirable options. 

Forest Industry 
 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a 
strong, prosperous and diverse 

forest industry. 

Some of what the Forest Industry Committee accomplished during the 3rd quarter 
includes: 

• We are working on the contents of an episode of Aloha Authentic with 
Kamaka Pili to showcase the potential for land management through 
forestry to reduce wildfire risk 

• Refining an economic impact of forestry survey to be released in mid-2024 

• Supporting the Koa forestry initiative, creating a viable financial model for 
native forest management 

Legislative 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

 
-connect with policy makers to 
provide guidance on forestry 
issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

Despite not formally meeting during the third quarter, the Legislative Committee 
completed the following: 

• Drafted and distributed an HFIA Member Legislative Priorities survey 
(linked above) to gather input and feedback as to how to approach the 
2024 legislative session 

• Staff has been collecting data regarding the legislative districts HFIA 
members live and work in. This data is used in the event that HFIA’s 
Legislative Committee must approach a specific legislator(s) regarding an 
issue that affects HFIA members who live and/or work in that legislator’s 
district. 

Education and Training 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

 

The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, but ongoing 
education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest 
 
 
 
 



-Provide educational        
opportunities. 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 
 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 
Woodworking Artists 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 
 
Committee Chair Aaron Hammer has explored interest in woodworking exhibition 
opportunities amongst Maui woodworkers and is brainstorming ideas to meet 
these desires.  

 

Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members  

Business Members 

J.B. Friday  

Michael Amado, Koa Wood Ranch 

Individual Members 

Andie Gill, Gill Ewa Lands LLC. 

Stanley Hebda, SJH Enterprise  

Keither Zeilinger 

Travis Idol 

Paul Conry 

Mark C. Olsen 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors: 

 
President At-large  Guy Cellier  Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC 

Vice President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Secretary At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Treasurer At-large  Wade Lee  Managing Member, Háloa ‘Áina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Aaron Hammer  Woodworker/Owner, Hammer Craft 

Director  Hawai`i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards   Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

 



 

Newsletter Articles Wanted! 

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please contact us: 

hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

808/933/9411 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest restoration, educational 

programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. 

 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 

   7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

     Suite A-143A, #249 

        Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 

          Phone: 808-933-9411 

          General Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 

         Membership Inquires: hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 

 

 

mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/

