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Legislative Recap

The Hawaii Legislative Session ran from January 18" to
May 4% this year. The Legislative Committee submitted
over 40 pieces of testimony/letters on 29 different
measures, resolutions and/or proposals. Some actions
included:

e Testimony in support of SB87: Funds the Green
Jobs Youth Corps

e Testimony in support of SB652: Provides
funding to mitigate and control the two-lined
spittlebug

e Testimony in support of HB798 & SB667: Eliminates GE tax on fundraising monies for nonprofits

e Testimony in support of SB1193: Provides grant money for innovation and the use of Albizia

e Letter in support of funding for, and the construction of, an Agricultural Technical Center on
Hawai’i Island which would serve as an educational site and opportunity for students to gain the
processing skills and knowledge needed to become participants in the timber/wood industry.

Hawai’i State Capitol

Next up the Legislative Committee is seeking a meeting with the Chair of the DLNR, Ms. Dawn Chang, to
express HFIA’s priorities and goals and seek areas for support.

Outreach and Collaboration

Merrie Monarch

For the first time ever, HFIA participated in the Merrie Monarch Craft Fair, with an educational booth.
Other educational groups and agencies were also present, including the University of Hawaii College of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR) discussing ROD, and Birds Not Mosquitos.

With the help from HFIA directors Taylor Coons and Aileen Yeh, and HFIA partner J.B. Friday, staff
member Aspen Billiet represented HFIA at the craft fair from April 12" -15%™. In that time HFIA
representatives spoke with hundreds of community members about HFIA’s mission, goals and projects.
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Volcano Art Center Wood Show

Mike Nelson, of the Volcano Art Center, an HFIA Business member, sought collaboration in promoting
VAC’s 2" biannual Wood Show, which ran from May 20th to June 10™". Aspen Billiet attended the
opening Reception of the show to meet with participating artists and community members viewing the
show. An HFIA booth with a wood display and outreach material was left up during the duration of the
show. The wood sample used at this event (and to be used at future events) was recently donated to
HFIA by Peter Simmons. The set of samples includes over 50 species and was a huge hit at the VAC Wood
Show opening reception, as it has been at other events since.

The wood samples donated to HFIA by The HFIA booth set up for the duration of HEIA members at the VAC Wood Show
Peter Simmons. the Wood Show at the Volcano Art Center. Opening Reception. From Left to Right: Mike
Nelson (Executive Director of the VAC — HFIA
Business member), Emily Catey (VAC team
member), Aspen Billiet (HFIA
contractor/staff), Aaron Hammer (HFIA
Director and individual member).

Hawai’i County Community Climate Fair

On June 17th the Hawaii Climate Commission hosted its first ever Community Climate Fair (one in
Honolulu, and one at the Afook Chinen Auditorium, in Hilo). Aspen Billiet and HFIA President, Guy Cellier,
attended the Hilo Climate Fair to discuss the role of sustainable forestry, and how it interacts with the
carbon cycle, with community members attending the event. HFIA gathered and donated raffle prizes to
the commission for this event. Donations gathered came from HFIA members. Mahalo to members who
donated:

o David Longacre, Kawika Tropical Orchards, who donated an Olona Plant.
o Wade Lee and Haloa ‘aina, who donated four A’ali’i seedlings.
o Nick Koch and Paniolo Tonewoods, who 50 grams Koa seeds.



HFIA and HFI Staff Continue Promote Go Native

The HFIA Membership Committee and staff, Aspen Billiet, continues to promote and sell Go Native at
community outreach events on Hawai’i Island.

The Go Native guide is available for purchase on Amazon.com and
at the following locations:

e Basically Books (Hilo)

e Biglsland Book Buyers (Hilo)

e Elemental Plants/Hamakua Harvest Farmer’s Market
(Honokaa)

e Waimea at the Waimea General Store (Waimea)

e Kona Bay Books (Kailua Kona)

e The Vanillerie (Kailua Kona)

e Bess Press/daShop (Honolulu)

e Native Books (Honolulu)

Sign-up to keep informed on project developments at
www.gonativeplants.org.

e Link to Sneak Peak of Growers Guide.
e Order your Go Native postcards_here.

Locally Grown Christmas Tree Demonstration Project

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture awarded HFI a $40,000
grant over two years for locally grown potted Christmas trees.
The project “Hawai‘i Papahana La‘au Kalikimaka (Christmas
Tree Project) will include growing five different species; three
species that we have previously shown grow well and will
make desirable Christmas trees (Italian Stone Pine, Norfolk
Pine, and Western Red Cedar) as well as two native species we
think will make nice Christmas trees (‘A‘ali‘i and ‘Alahe‘e).

HFl is seeking to decorate and sell tabletop Christmas trees at
the end of this year and hopes to hold a contest or workshop
to create and collect small ornaments made of local woods to
decorate these trees. More information to come.

Italian Stone Pine Christmas Tree


https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MTFLQEWHYS3A&keywords=go+native+hawaii&qid=1667958212&s=books&sprefix=go+native%2Cstripbooks%2C190&sr=1-1
http://www.gonativeplants.org/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-growers-guide/
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-plant-postcards

Discovery Forests Continue to Host Volunteers

On Oahu, at the Honolulu Zoo Childrens Discovery Forest, Linda Duling continues to host volunteer work
days.

Most recently volunteers worked for two hours the morning of June 17, The next workday is scheduled
is Saturday July 15" from 10am-12pm.

On Hawai’i Island, at the Pana’ewa Zoo
Discovery Forest, project manager, Mika
Gallardo continues to make progress. She most
recently hosted Waiakea High students. Plant ID
signs will soon be installed throughout the
demonstration, just in time for the Pana’ewa Zoo
Tiger Fun Day, taking place Saturday July 22",
during which Mika will be giving tours of the
Discovery Forest throughout the day.

Also on Hawai'i Island, the Keauhou Bird
Conservation Center Discovery Forest, will be
hosting the annual Hawaii Bird Conservation
Marathon on Sunday December 17, Waiakea High School Sophomores, Juniors and Kiwanis

Club Seniors volunteered at the Pana’ewa Zoo Discovery
Forest on Thursday June 8",

Continued Dryland Forest Restoration

HFIA and HFI continue dryland forest restoration efforts on Hawai’i Island at Ka‘Gpulehu Dryland Forest
and La‘i‘Opua Preserve.

At Ka‘Gpualehu, the team continues restoration and outreach/education efforts. Recent financial
successes for Ka‘lpdlehu include:

e A new contract with Kamehameha Schools (KS) for outreach and education for FY 2024 with
additional funding provided for needed road repairs.

e HFl was awarded a $50,000 Ka‘Gpulehu Foundation grant. This will be the 6 grant from the
Foundation.

On Friday August 18" HFIA members are invited to visit Ka‘Gpalehu Dryland Forest for a morning of light
volunteer work and an opportunity to connect to place. More information is available on the HFIA
Calendar . Click on the event in the calendar for details.

At La‘i‘Opua Preserve HFIA was awarded a 2-year contract by DHHL for continued restoration work at the
site.


https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/

New Opportunities for HFIA and HFI

Akupu Restoration Project

What will become an opportunity to bring more HFIA members, community members and other
volunteers into the forest, the HFI entered into a Restoration License agreement with Gill Eva Lands
(GEL) to bring volunteers to a 5-acres site they are restoring. Project partner Malama Learning Center
(MLC) currently coordinates eco-tours to the site.

The project will help support restoration
efforts in the southern Wai‘anae
Mountains. At approximately 2,500’, the 5-
acre site encompasses mesic forest that has
remnant examples of native species (such
as ‘Ohi‘a and Acacia koa). The site is in an
area known as Akupu. GEL has improved Restoring the health of the Wai'anae
access to the site by building a trail
accessible by ATV. Through funding from
the NRCS, MLC contracted the Wai‘anae
Mountains Watershed Partnership to construct fencing enclosing most of the 5-acre site. Initial planting
of more than 250 individuals of six native mesic forest species has been completed. These species
include: koa (Acacia koa), lonomea (Sapindus oahuensis), ‘0hi‘a lehua (Metrosideros polymorpha), lama
(Diospyros sandwicensis), ‘a‘ali‘i (Dodonaea viscosa), palapalai (Microlepia strigosa), kupukupu
(Nephrolepis cordifolia), maile (Alyxia stellata). Naturally occurring pikiawe (Leptecophylla
tameiameiae) and ‘iliahi alo‘e (Santalum ellipticum) have been observed in a number of places, as well
as natural germination of some koa seedlings.
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mountain ecosystem at Palehua

HFI and HFIA look forward to the possibility of hosting HFIA members and guests for volunteer service
work days at this site.

Kawailoa Koa Forestry Project

Paul Arinaga of HFI worked with Forest Solutions, Inc. to submit a proposal to Kamehameha Schools to
manage the Kawailoa Koa Forestry Project on Oahu. KS awarded Forest Solutions the contract. More
information and updates to come.

Maui Bird Conservation Center

On Maui, at the Maui Bird Conservation Center(MBCC), Bryce Masuda asked for HFIA/HFI’s support in
the effort to remove pine trees and replant on about 40 acres of the 46-acre MBCC site. They will be
receiving a $5million grant from landowner DOFAW to remove the trees and install more aviaries for the
birds being bred at the facility. Bryce would like to collaborate with HFIA/HFI on the project (seeking
funds to support a volunteer coordinator and expenses to have volunteers help with the restoration
efforts and learn about the birds. HFIA member, Tom Calhoun, has been meeting with Bryce to discuss
possible uses of the removed pine trees.



Haloa ‘aina

On Hawai’i Island, Haloa Aina Royal Hawaiian
Sandalwood, a native Hawaiian forestry and
education organization committed to economic
prosperity and environmental responsibility being
guided by cultural values for a more sustainable
Hawai‘i, was a recipient of funds via HFI’'s American
Forests Grant. Haloa ‘Aina is one of three sites that
benefited from the grant. The goal was to outplant
5,000 seedlings on Hawai‘i Island at Haloa ‘Aina,
Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest . J
and Ka‘lGpalehu Dryland Forest Preserve. ~ | lliahi eedlings at Haloa Aina.

Haloa ‘Aina is a family-owned business dedicated to

restoring the native dryland forest. Prior to Wade Lee (HFIA Director and Haloa Aina managing member)
and his ‘ohana caretaking these lands, the forest was stressed from years of cattle grazing and wild
sheep. By removing the damaged trees as outlined in the forest management plan, natural regeneration
is returning the forest to its native, pre-ranching condition.

An agreement between the Hawaii Forest Institute and Haloa ‘Aina is in the works.

Wondrous Works in Wood

HFIA Director Aaron Hammer has an upcoming solo exhibition:

“Volcano Art Center is proud to announce the WONDEROUS WORKS IN WOOD
exhibition Wondrous Works in Wood by Aaron _ il S

Hammer. The exhibit featuring lathe-turned
works of art opens July 15" and will continue
through August 20™,2023. The gallery is
open daily, 9am -5pm in Hawai " i Volcanoes
National Park. A reception with the artist will
take place on the opening day, Saturday, July
15" from 2-4pm. While the exhibit is free to
attend, park entrances fees apply.

The solo exhibition showcases a collection of
newly-finished turned woodwork made from
trees that were grown in Hawai’i.”

BY AARON HAMMER

Those who make the trip to Hawaii Volcanoes National Park to enjoy the show, especially for the live
woodturning demonstration (July 29", 11am-2pm) are in for a treat. More information about the show
can be found on the Volcano Art Center’s website: https://volcanoartcenter.org/gallery/exhibitions/



https://volcanoartcenter.org/gallery/exhibitions/

During the last HFIA Board meeting, Directors, The formal show announcement/invite leaning
partners and staff were treated to a small sneak against a demonstration piece crafted by Aaron
preview of Aaron Hammer’s upcoming solo Hammer.
exhibition, and glimpse into his creative process. Left
HFIA President Guy Cellier and HFIA partner J.B.
Friday.

In Memoriam: Mike Robinson

HFIA directors, members and friends, those who
knew him, are saddened to share news of his
passing. HFIA President, Guy Cellier, has written the
following:

“Mike was a professional forester, a friend and
colleague to many of us in Hawaii. He was
dedicated to Hawaii’s landscape and forests and
made a lasting impression on all of us fortunate
enough to work with him.

Mike served as a director, President, and Executive
Director of HFIA. In those various positions he
assumed many roles, the strongest being his

advocacy for Healthy and Productive forests in Mike Robinson planting Douglas Fir at Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua (DHHL
Hawaii lands) in 2016.

Mike received his BS in Forest Management from Penn State University and his Master’s degree in Urban
and Regional Planning at UH, Manoa. He had over 35 years of experience in forest restoration, invasive
species control and wildlife management. During his years as a land manager at DHHL, he worked



tirelessly on ohia/koa forest restoration on Mauna Kea and the control of gorse through animal control
and the planting of Sugi and other species.

From Peter Simmons: “Mike’s professional, on-the-
ground management training coupled with all his
observations as a private consulting forester in
Hawaii drove him to develop management
initiatives that would evolve to the 78,000 acre
Aina Mauna plan. He was one of those people who
brings out what’s better in us. He was comfortable
talking with everyone and he often was the
outsider as he tended to his good deeds.”

And from Aileen Yeh: “Mike was a really great guy.
Smart, and with a lot of positive energy and great
visions for Hawaii's Forest industry. He managed
to find supplemental funding for joint projects on
DHHL lands, which included the establishment of
high elevation koa and gorse control using koa and conifers for shade. He also managed to fence off areas
for Christmas tree projects for HFIA. He was a pleasure to work with, as he had a great sense of humor, and
he liked to get a rise out of people with a gleam in his eye. He used to tell great stories of his adventures on
the mountain - wild cattle, bulls, dogs, colleagues, etc..."

Mike leading a group of HFIA members/HFI directors and volunteers
in the 2016 out planting at Humu‘ula/Pi‘ihonua.

Mike had a very real calling for community service. From serving with the Peace Corps in West Africa
through years with the Rotary Club in Hilo to his more recent work with the Disaster Relief NGO,
ShelterBox. Fit and active, he recently completed (solo) a 163-mile stretch of the Pacific Crest Trail in
Washington State, where he and his wife, Phyllis, retired to.

Mike leaves behind his wife, Phyllis, 2 sons, a daughter, 4 grandchildren and many friends.”

Mahalo for your years of service, Mike.



Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members
Corporate Members
Connie Smales, Plywood Hawaii
Mike Brandeberry, Sustainable Forestry Services, Inc.
Business Members
Michael Amado, Koa Wood Ranch
Shaun Flemming, Wooden Touches
Robert Kurosu, Kotaro Guitars
Genta lkawa, Island Preserve/lkawa Business Solutions(New)
Individual Members
William DeMent
Chip Hartman
Lloyd Jones
John Fackrell, Koolaupoko Engineering
William Houston, Alameda Land Company
Lance LaPierre, From The Rock

John DeHaan, Rainwater Resources

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors:

President At-large Guy Cellier Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC

Vice President  At-large Irene Sprecher President, Forest Solutions, Inc.

Secretary At-large Taylor Coons Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative
Treasurer At-large Wade Lee Managing Member, Héloa ‘Aina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood
Director Kaua'i Jeremy Campbell Owner, Kauai Forest to Function

Director At-large Aaron Hammer Woodworker/Owner, Hammer Craft

Director Hawai'i Nicholas Koch General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC

Director Oahu Michael Sowards Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC

Director At-large Aileen Yeh Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC



Newsletter Articles Wanted

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please email it in Word
format with jpg photos attached to hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org

s 5. ; L ; : :
*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest restoration,
educational programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research.
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