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Stay up to date with HFIA’s upcoming events by visiting the online Calendar of Events HERE.  

 

If you would like to provide feedback regarding HFIA’s Membership benefits, Outreach efforts, or to make suggestions 

for membership opportunities (or to host), please complete THIS SHORT SURVEY. 

https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://form.jotform.com/233627557241054


Address from Outgoing President, Guy Cellier 

Dear Association members, 

I’m currently in South Africa starting my retirement, and as such this is a farewell address to the board and 

membership and formal notice of my resignation from the board. However, I know that I leave our Association 

in very good hands—namely Irene Sprecher who has agreed to step up as President, the other eight directors 

who sit on the Board, Chris Chwastyk, our Executive Director, and Aspen Billiet our Membership & Legislative 

Coordinator, and Administrative Assistant. 

The past year for HFIA has seen a notable amount of re-energization, some of the primary efforts and changes 

and accomplishments over the past year have included the following: 

The board has decided after much deliberation to change/shorten our name to Hawaii Forest Association. We 

felt that by dropping the word Industry from the name we accomplish two things, 1. Detach from the negative 

connotation the word “industry” often has, especially forestry, and 2. Creates a broader umbrella that better 

captures both our current membership base and invites people to the association with a wider range of interests 

and backgrounds related to Hawaii’s forests. Along with this name change will come a change in logo and 

branding, and I believe under Irene’s leadership, a more streamlined organization. 

Coinciding with streamlining the organization, the HFIA board of directors has been seeking closer alignment 

and collaboration with the Hawaii Forest Institute board of directors, and ways in which the two organizations 

can collaborate and operate in tandem more efficiently. We’ve held a couple of meetings to explore ideas and 

ways in which we can do this.  

In addition to these changes, HFIA also took on a two particularly exciting projects/responsibilities this year. We 

are currently working with the Hamakua Institute and DOFAW to update the State of Hawai‘i Forest Products 

Price List. We have been conducting a statewide price analysis for relevant forest products to be used as a basis 

for updating the price ranges outlined in the 2018 DOFAW Forest Products Price List. The Hamakua Institute 

has been collecting data for the past month and will next be conducting focus groups. Through these processes 

we hope to gather, compile, and aggregate the information so that the updated Forest Products Price List’s price 

ranges are fair, reasonable and reflect the current market values and demand. If you buy or sell wood or other 

forest products, you can respond to the survey here. 

Finally, late last year, HFIA member and HCC Forest TEAM director, Orlo Steele, reached out to HFA seeking 

assistance in instructing the course Tropical Silviculture and Forest Plant Propagation at the Hawaii Community 

College Hilo Campus. HFIA and HFI directors have stepped up and taken turns teaching lessons every Tuesday 

since January, for the duration of this semester. We saw this as a terrific opportunity for all of us to pass on some 

of our hard-earned knowledge to the next generation. Students have learned about seed collection, forest 

nurseries, stand dynamics and more, primarily through hands-on-learning and in the field “lectures”. The class 

has visited sites such as Pu’u Huluhulu, Neal Arnold’s farm on Kukaiau, the O’okala plantation, Aileen’s 

nursery, the Pepeekeo eucalyptus plantation, Nick Koch’s Koa plantation, and Wade Lee’s Haloa Aina site. The 

students have really enjoyed the experience, and I would encourage us to participate in 2027, when the course 

will be offered again. 

I wish our organization continued success as we move forward.  

Mahalo, 

Guy Cellier, President 

Hawai'i Forest Association  

 

https://www.hiagpartnership.org/forest-products-price-survey


Introducing Our New President 

Irene Sprecher has agreed to step into the role of Association President for the remainder of Guy Cellier’s term, 

following his retirement. Irene is the President of Forest Solutions Inc. (FSI), a forestry services company based 

out of Paʻauilo, on the Hāmākua coast of Hawaiʻi Island.   

FSI provides a wide range of land management services and specializes in traditional forest management, land 

use planning, adaptive weed management, forest inventory and monitoring, tree plantation establishment, as 

well as culturally appropriate land stewardship and conservation. FSI is the oldest and largest provider of 

forestry services in Hawaiʻi, and our clientele ranges from some of the largest landowners in the State to 

community and cultural organizations, as well as smaller and first-time land managers.   

Irene has spent the last 20 years working with Hawai'i and Pacific Island forests through a variety of roles 

connected to public and private forest land management, joining the FSI team in 2021 following a 15-year 

career with the State of Hawai'i Division of Forestry and Wildlife.   

Among several priorities, Irene has worked towards the development of Hawaii’s sustainable forest industry, 

expansion of wood product markets, native forest management and landscape scale restoration, land planning, 

forest carbon certification, perpetual land conservation, partnership development, and community engagement 

and stewardship of natural resources.  

Irene obtained a Master’s of Natural Resources from Oregon State University for her work on the sustainable 

management of 'iliahi, Hawaiian sandalwood; has a Bachelor's from the University of Hawaiʻi focused in Forest 

Ecology; and is a participant with Halau ‘Ōhi‘a. 

Irene has sat on the HFA board of directors for multiple terms, serving as the Vice President for the past year 

and a half. Irene is only the second female President the Association has had in its 35 years. Sally Rice served as 

the second President of the Association. We welcome Irene into this position and have great confidence in her 

leadership abilities. 

 

Welcoming Aaron Hammer Back to the Board of Directors 

Per the HFIA by-laws, upon Guy Cellier’s resignation from the board of directors, the remaining board 

members nominated and cast votes to invite Aaron Hammer to fill Guy’s seat on the board of directors for the 

remainder of the term, which ends in the spring of 2026. 

Aaron Hammer is a professional woodturner and has been operating his own studio since 2000.  Aaron 

specializes in artistic and functional bowls, jewelry, hand drums and turned gift items.  His work is sold in 

galleries and gift shops throughout the state.  He also has a great love for teaching others the ancient craft of 

wood turning.  His classes focus on utilizing the woodturning process to empower the students’ creative 

potential.  

Aaron is a member of The Big Island Woodturners and the Hawaii Wood Guild and has participated in both of 

their annual shows for the past three years.  He has also participated in HFIA’s annual Hawaii’s Woodshow 

since 2000, winning first place in turning in 2011.  He was an active member of the Pacific Handcrafters Guild 

from 1997- 2005 and was on their Board of Directors for six years including two years as Vice-President and 

two years as President.  Aaron previously served on the HFA board of directors from 2023 to 2025. 

Aaron views board participation as a service to the groups’ membership as their advocate and takes the 

responsibility very seriously. 

Welcome back to the Board of Directors, Aaron! 



2025 Annual General Membership Meeting 

Between April 5th, in Honolulu, and April 12th in Hilo, 34 HFA members, partners and guests attended the two 

Annual General Membership Meetings.  

As for this year’s AGM, on April 5th, we began by visiting the Honolulu Kupuna Shed (HKS), hosted by their 

President, Robert Speer. HKS’s mission is to provide a location for seniors (Kupuna) to find companionship, 

well-being, and purpose in retirement, to share experiences, and work on projects to be donated to the 

community. Particularly aligned with HFA’s interests, is HKS’s woodworking program/classes. Robert Speer, 

participated in the Hawaii’s Woodshow last year and has expressed belief that other Shed members who have 

been learning woodworking might participate in the future as well. We hope to continue to build a relationship 

with HKS and welcome their members to get their woodworking toes wet and enter HFA’s annual show.  

Following the visit to the Honolulu Kupuna Shed, participants migrated to the Manoa Public Library for the 

meeting portion of the evening. At the Library we kicked off  the remainder of the evening with the HFA 

tradition of reciting the Foresters Prayer, followed by the reading of Guy Cellier’s final President’s Address, a 

Hawaii Forest Institute (HFI) update from HFI 

President, Travis Idol, dinner, and a presentation by 

Travis on Acacia koa and his years of studying and 

working with the species during his career at the 

University of Hawaii in the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management. 

 

Left: A view of the Honolulu Kupuna Shed’s 

woodworking shop. 

Below: HFA members listen to Dr. Travis Idol, HFI 

President and Associate Professor of Tropical Forestry 

and Agroforestry at UH Manoa Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Management. 



The following Saturday, in Hilo, more HFA members gathered for the second AGM. First on the agenda was a  

visit to the Pana’ewa Hub, a project of the Keaukaha Panaewa Farmers Association (KPFA). The newest project 

at the Pana’ewa Hub is the Keaʻahuli O Panaʻewa, which includes the establishment of a species-rich, 

multilayered poly-forestry system, or food forest. We were hosted by KPFA employee, Justine Kamelamela, and 

her husband, Maka’ala Rawlins, who oriented us with the KPFA, the site and the poly-forestry project via slides 

and discussion prior to providing a tour of the poly-forest itself, which is still in it’s earlier stages. While we 

were rained on, it was still all smiles, as pictured below. 

 

From the Pana’ewa Hub attendees made their 

way to Nalu Design Center in downtown Hilo, 

owned and operated by HFA Vice President, 

Taylor Coons, and her family. There the meeting 

portion of the day included the Foresters Prayer, 

HFA updates from our new President, Irene 

Sprecher, HFI updates from HFA and HFI 

Director, Nick Koch, and a guest presentation by 

Marco Casto, with the Mauna Kea Watershed 

Alliance (MKWA). MKWA is an alliance 

composed of several landholders including 

Federal and State of Hawaii agencies, land trusts, 

non-profits, and ranches. The Alliance’s shared 

vision is to protect and enhance watershed 

ecosystems, biodiversity and resources through 

responsible management while promoting  

economic sustainability and providing recreational, subsistence, educational and research opportunities. 

 

Mahalo to all of our hosts and guest speakers, and mahlao to all who attended these meetings. We hope to offer 

two meetings again next year to make gathering with fellow members more accessible. If you have space to 

host a gathering, own or operate a site (mill, farm, forest etc.) and you’d like to host a field trip, please let us 

know! 

A rainy-day view over the poly-forest at the Pana’ewa Hub. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State Legislative Session Update 

The 2025 Hawaii State legislative session closed on Friday, May 2nd, and the 

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Legislative Committee followed along, 

representing the interests and needs of HFIA members, tracking and providing 

testimony on legislation relevant to HFIA’s interests throughout the session. 

 

Some of the measures HFA supported during this session: 

AGM attendees listen as Marco 

Castro, of the Mauna Kea 

Watershed Alliance, gives a 

presentation. 

Maka’ala Rawlins speaking 

about the purpose and efforts of 

the Keaukaha Pana’ewa 

Farmers Association and the 

projects taking place at the 

Pana’ewa Hub. 



• SB558 -  Establishes a Food and Product Innovation Network within the Agribusiness Development 

Corporation.  

• SB327 - Permits the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations to enter into contracts with eligible 

employers or registered apprenticeship programs in the private sector to provide on-the-job training to 

eligible interns.  

• HB975 - Codifies and makes permanent the Hawaiʻi Carbon Smart Land Management Assistance 

Program under the Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

• SB140 - Prohibits the importation of firewood into the State from another state and the intrastate 

transportation or sale of firewood not harvested within the State unless the firewood is heat-treated or 

the importation, transportation, or sale is authorized by the Department of Agriculture. 

 

Some of the measures HFA opposed this session: 

• HB1378 - Establishes the Performing Arts Grants Program and Performing Arts Grants Special Fund to 

support performing arts in the State. Amends the funding sources for the State Art Museum. Amends the 

amounts required to be transferred by agencies into the Works of Art Special Fund and the allowable 

uses of the Special Fund.  

o The HFA Legislative Committee felt the bill restricts the Works of Art Special Fund, which is the 

only dedicated and sustainable source of public funding for arts and culture statewide. 

• SB562 - Establishes a Plant Nursery Registry Program to regulate the sale of nursery stock. Requires 

certain plant nurseries to register with the Department of Agriculture.  

o The HFA Legislative Committee felt that this bill would put a burden on small nurseries who 

may not have the staffing to meet the requirements and expectations a Nursery Registration 

program would demand and hinder their abilities to provide services and resources to their 

communities, and that these small nurseries should not be penalized if unable to meet the 

registration requirements nor cover possible costs. 

 

Relevant News of Interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A recent study by the University of Hawai‘i Economic Research Organization (UHERO), Institute for 

Sustainability and Resilience (ISR), and Water Resources Research Center (WRRC) in partnership with The 

Nature Conservancy (TNC), assessed the return on investment (ROI) of conservation efforts aimed at protecting 

Kaua‘i’s watersheds. The study analyzed existing and potential conservation fence units, evaluating their impact 

on groundwater recharge and the cost-effectiveness of these interventions over a 50-year period.” 

Read the UHERO article and report here: 

Members can look up measures by searching them on the Hawaii Capitol website. 

Image sourced from https://uhero.hawaii.edu/watershed-protection-provides-strong-return-on-investment-on-kauai/ 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=558&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=327&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=975&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=140&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1378&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=562&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/home.aspx


https://uhero.hawaii.edu/watershed-protection-provides-strong-return-on-investment-on-kauai/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Scientists at the University of Hawaii at Manoa have invented a new 

mapping system to help detect statewide wildfire risk zones in real time.” 

Read the Hawaii News Now article here: 

https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/31/uh-manoa-scientists-develop-public-map-system-help-

identify-wildfire-risk-zones/ 

 

Eucalyptus vs. the “Bronze Bug”? One Member’s Concerns 

Written by Aspen Billiet with excerpts and quotes from communications with Dave Longacre 

Big Island HFIA member, Dave Longacre, has noticed a concerning ailment faced by Eucalyptus dunnii on his 

forested property in Hakalau. Eucalyptus dunnii, which typically top out at 75-90 feet in height, are commonly 

used to protect fruit orchards in East Hawaii from winds that could damage rainforest crops such as rambutan 

and durian. Dave describes the signs of an apparent malady his trees are facing, “E. dunnii normally has blue-

green foliage, but nearly all the trees in East Hawai’i orchards have been exhibiting bronze-ish foliage over the 

last two winters. My own trees grew out normal foliage last summer, but the bronziness returned this winter, 

although no significant leaf fall has occurred”. 

 

It seems as though the plight Dave describes may likely be caused by an insect pest afflicting harm to the 

Eucalyptus dunnii in East Hawai’i. According to a paper co-authored by Hawaii Entomologist, Karl Magnacca,  

Thaumastocoris peregrinus, also known as “bronze bug”, has been harming other Eucalyptus species on Oahu 

since 2020.  

 

UH Manoa Scientists Develop Public Map System to 
Help Identify Wildfire Risk Zones 

By HHN staff, published March 31st 

 

Image sourced from https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/31/uh-manoa-scientists-develop-public-map-system-

help-identify-wildfire-risk-zones/ 

https://uhero.hawaii.edu/watershed-protection-provides-strong-return-on-investment-on-kauai/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/31/uh-manoa-scientists-develop-public-map-system-help-identify-wildfire-risk-zones/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2025/03/31/uh-manoa-scientists-develop-public-map-system-help-identify-wildfire-risk-zones/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/356616726_The_First_Record_of_the_Family_Thaumastocoridae_Heteroptera_from_the_Hawaiian_Islands


Reading this, Dave reacted by installing sticky traps in the lower leaves of one of his Eucalyptus dunnii in an 

attempt to capture the suspected “bronze bug”. The collection samples were handed off to J.B. Friday, HFIA 

member, HFI Director and Extension Forester with the University of Hawaii College of Tropical Agriculture 

and Human Resources (CTAHR), who provided them to a Hilo-based entomologist for analysis. Stacey Chun, 

with the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA), also visited Dave’s property to collect samples.  

 

Dave says he wants timber growers to be aware of this apparent situation and invites conversation surrounding 

it, saying he realizes it is not a “hot topic like ROD”, but this Eucalyptus species is still valuable in that it is 

used to protect hundreds of thousands of dollars in annual farm revenue in East Hawai’i. “If this insect is the 

source of windbreak Eucalyptus disease, it may also begin to impact other more timber-application Eucalyptus 

species. This could impact other HFIA members who plantation-grow Eucalyptus or otherwise utilize the trees 

for timber or woodworking”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HFIA Online Shop 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purchase of any item from the HFIA online store helps to support HFIA’s mission of promoting healthy and 

productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through forest management, education, planning, 

a) winter bronzing on E. grandis 

b) silver leaves on Eucalyptus sp. 

c) nymphal stages on heavily 

infested eucalyptus tree, along 

with a colony of Glycaspis 

brimblecombei 

d) eggs 

 

Image and captions from a 

June 2012 article in the 

Bulletin of Insectology, by 

Stefania Laudonia and Raffaele 

Sasso. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/244994820_The_bronze_bug_Thaumastocoris_peregrinus_a_new_insect_recorded_in_Italy_damaging_to_Eucalyptus_trees
https://www.researchgate.net/journal/Bulletin-of-Insectology-1721-8861
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stefania-Laudonia?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicHJldmlvdXNQYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Raffaele-Sasso?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicHJldmlvdXNQYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Raffaele-Sasso?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicHJldmlvdXNQYWdlIjoiX2RpcmVjdCJ9fQ


information exchange, and advocacy. Some items available include T-shirts, water bottles, mugs and Hawaii’s 

Woodshow calendars. 

 

Visit https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/ to see the selection of items available and make your purchase. 
 

HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 

Executive 

Develop a Board of Directors 

that supports the strategic plan 

priorities and increases the 

impact of HFIA on the members 

served. 

With Guy Cellier’s retirement and resignation from the HFA Board of 

Directors, the new slate of officers, and the Executive Committee, now 

includes: 

Irene Sprecher, President 

Taylor Coons, Vice President 

Nick Koch, Secretary 

Wade Lee, Treasurer 

Membership 

Develop a plan to grow and 

retain membership by providing 

members with opportunities for 

dialog, education, advancement 

and  improvement in all aspects 

of Hawaii’s forest industry. 

The membership committee organized the 2025 Annual General 

Membership Meetings, offering two meetings this year, one in Honolulu 

and one in Hilo, at which Association members gathered.  

 

The committee is seeking to host quarterly or bi-annual membership events 

(casual gatherings, field trips, workshops, etc.). If any members have any 

suggestions, please email them to Aspen, hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org. 

Healthy and Productive Forests 

Work to improve the health and 

productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

 

*The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is seeking a Chair to 

spearhead the Committee’s efforts. Committee members do not have to be 

board members.  

Forest Industry 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a 

strong, prosperous and diverse 

forest industry. 

During the first Quarter of 2025, the Forest Industry Committee, supported 

by HFIA staff, and in coordination with the Hamakua Institute, drafted, 

refined and published the Hawaii Forest Products Price Analysis “Survey”. 

The Hamakua Institute continues to collect responses. If you buy or sell 

wood or other forest products, you can respond to the survey here. 

Legislative 

Be recognized and respected as 

Hawaii’s forest industry 

experts. 

Connect with policy makers to 

provide guidance on forestry 

issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

 

The Legislative Committee has been tracking 18 different measures as they 

have worked their way through various State House and Senate 

committees over the past few months.  

Education and Training 

Be recognized and respected as 

Hawaii’s forest industry 

experts. 

Provide educational 

opportunities.   

The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, 

but ongoing education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Ka‘ūpūlehu 

Dryland Forest. 

 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 

Woodworking Artists 

 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

     

  

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/
https://www.hiagpartnership.org/forest-products-price-survey


 

Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members  

Corporate Members 

Panna Capelli, Maui Hands Gallery  

Wade Lee, Haloa Aina 

Business Members 

Peter Simmons, In the Woods 

Jeremy Campbell, Kauai Forest to Function 

Roy Tsumoto, Woodcraft by Roy 

Dave Longacre, Kawika Tropical Orchards 

Aaron & Tamara Lewis, Lewiskoa Co. 

Sandy Brodie, La’au Woods Inc./Kauai Koa Farm 

Individual Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

      *New member 

 

Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors: 

President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Vice President At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Secretary Hawai’i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Treasurer At-large  Wade Lee  Managing Member, Háloa ‘Áina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Doug Gordon  Woodworker/Owner, Hawaiian Fine Furniture 

Director  Hawai`i  Aaron Hammer  Woodworker, Hammer Craft 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards  Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

Travis Idol 

Evan Hoffman 

David Louie 

Kahne Jenson Blyth 

Robert Broderick 

Wayne Omura 

Orlo Steele 

Heather Simmons 

        

 

Thomas Calhoun 

Thomas Pasquale 

Eric Lebuse 

 Logan White 

Bill DeMent 

Christian Giardina 

*James Mcnett 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 

   7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

     Suite A-143A, #249 

        Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 

          Phone: 808-933-9411 

          General Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 

         Membership Inquiries: hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 

Newsletter Articles Wanted! 

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please contact us: 

hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org

