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Advocacy Continues: HFIA’s Legislative Efforts

HFIA has been closely following the 2023 Hawaii State Legislative session. The Legislative Committee is
following 22 pieces of legislation and has submitted 40 testimonials in support of various measures and
appointments. Some key pieces of legislation
include:

SB652: Provides funding to mitigate and control the
two-lined spittlebug

HB798 & SB667 : eliminates GE tax on fundraising
monies for nonprofits

HB1382: Allow the meat from wild game to be
donated

HFIA Legislative Committee also continues to

participate in the Hawaii Land Use Alliance (HLUA), a small group made up of HFIA,
the Hawaii Cattleman’s Council, the Hawaii Game Management Advisory Council,
and the Hawaii Chamber of Commerce. The group seeks to share information and lend mutual support
to legislative causes as appropriate.

Hawai’i State Capitol

Community Outreach Efforts Continue to Increase

The HFIA membership committee is working to increase its outreach efforts to both members and the

community. These efforts have primarily taken place on Hawai’i Island where the majority of HFIA staff
and the membership committee are located. During the first quarter of 2023 events attended by staff

and the membership committee included:

¢ The Hawai’i Island Wood Guild Master Invitational opening reception - staff and directors enjoyed the
fine work on display and connected with both current and past HFIA members, some viewing the show,
some featured in it.

¢ The East Hawai’i Master Gardener Plant Sale - Aspen Billiet conducted community outreach as well as
promoted the Go Native guidebook at this event.

¢ Parker School Career Exploration Day - HFIA staff Aspen Billiet, Director, Ron Wolfe, and member Kahne
Jenson Blyth participated in multiple Resource Management Careers panels.

¢ Mountain View Intermediate School Ohana Day - Encourage by Panaewa Zoo Discovery Forest site
manager, Mika Gallardo, Aspen Billiet participated in this event, representing HFIA, and promoting HFI’s
Go Native guidebook.



Directors, staff and members gather at the Hawai’i Wood Guild Visitor to the East Hawai’'i Master Ron Wolfe, Chair of the Membership

Master Invitational opening reception. Directors, members and Gardner Plant Sale inspects a committee, and Aspen Billiet, staff, at

staff present included, L to R: Directors Tai Lake and Ron Wolfe, wood sample. the Park School Career Exploration

member Mats Fogelvik and staff Aspen Billiet. Day Natural Resources careers panel
with co-panelist, DLNR officer John
Kahiapo.

HFIA staff is currently preparing to participate, for the first time, in the Merrie Monarch Festival. HFIA
and HFI will have a joint table at the Craft Fair, nonprofit, and education booth section. The event runs
from Wednesday April 12th through Saturday April 15th from 9am to 5pm. This event will be an
opportunity to meet with community members from across the state who may share values and goals
similar to HFIA and to spread the word of HFIA’s vision of Healthy and Productive Forests.

HFIA and HFI Staff Continue Promote Go Native

The HFIA Membership Committee and staff, Aspen Billiet, are helping
to promote Go Native at membership recruitment events/community
outreach events on Hawai’i Island and Oahu. HFIA member Michael
Gibson, Elemental Plants, has also been selling the guidebook in
Honoka’a on Hawaii Island.

The Go Native guide is available for purchase on Amazon.com. Paul
Arinaga has offered the Guide to the 30 teachers following the
“Bringing Hawai'i Trees and Forests into Your Classroom” professional
development training on O’ahu and Moloka'i. Paul may have the
opportunity to promote the book and offer a limited number of free
copies to some of the teachers from several hundred O'ahu schools Sl
who will be attending the Symphony of the Hawai'i Forests concerts by S s
the Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra in April at the Hawai'i Theater.

To encourage people to grow native Hawaiian and canoe plants, Paul is launching a Go Native
Community Portal. HFI received a $10,000 HEI Charitable Foundation grant for the Go Native portal. HFI
also received at $5,000 grant from the Zilber Family Fund of the HCF for the online portal. The project is


https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MTFLQEWHYS3A&keywords=go+native+hawaii&qid=1667958212&s=books&sprefix=go+native%2Cstripbooks%2C190&sr=1-1

also funded by a DOFAW Kaulunani grant, Atherton Family Foundation, Kosasa Foundation, Atherton
Family Foundation, Steve and Gloria Gainsley Fund of the Hawai’i Community Foundation, HEI Charitable
Foundation and individual donors.

You can sign-up to keep informed on project developments at www.gonativeplants.org.

Order your Go Native postcards here.

Locally Grown Christmas Tree Demonstration Project Moves Forward

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture awarded HFI a $40,000 grant over two years for locally grown
potted Christmas trees. The project “Hawai‘i Papahana La‘au Kalikimaka (Christmas Tree Project) will
include growing five different species; three species that we have previously shown grow well and will
make desirable Christmas trees (Italian Stone Pine, Norfolk Pine, and Western Red Cedar) as well as two
native species we think will make nice Christmas trees (‘A‘ali‘i and ‘Alahe‘e). HFI signed a contract for
the grant, which started in January 2023.

Hawai’i Wood Utilization Project

HFIA has continued to manage and update the Hawai’‘i
4 0 Wood Utilization Team (HWUT) website at
F. 1 r ‘ - https://hawaiiwoodproducts.com/. Sierra Vaughn, Forest
Utilization Coordinator continues to coordinate all HWUT
activities. HWUT continues to work on 2021 Wood
H W U T Innovations Grant award projects, which seek to advance
two key projects aimed at expanding the Hawai'i wood
products industry. One project is the Cross Laminated
Timber (CLT) Demonstration in which HWUT is working to implement Hawaii’s first commercial CLT
demonstration project and help expedite code adoption by state and local planning departments to
allow for future mass timber projects. The second project, Preserving Knowledge, seeks to preserve the

valuable knowledge of industry experts in Hawai'i. The HWUT is working to generate a technical industry
report that will address the challenges of working with local woods.

Healthy and Productive Forests (H&PF) Initiative, After Don Bryan

In 2021, CN Renewable Resources, a sister company of Honua Ola, provided HFIA $10,000 to conduct
research trials for the control of Strawberry Guava (SG). The bio-control trial conducted on March 15™,
2022 was a success and Project Leader Don Bryan identified some issues that will be addressed at the
next trial using a helicopter and drones. The next phase will be mechanical trials using four different
kinds of equipment.

Since the passing of Don Bryon, HFIA has been seeking leadership for this initiative who will be
passionate about the issue, knowledgeable and willing able to coordinate with partners on this effort.


http://www.gonativeplants.org/
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-plant-postcards
https://hawaiiwoodproducts.com/

Discovery Forests Continue to Host Volunteers

On Oahu, at the Honolulu Zoo Childrens Discovery Forest, Linda Duling continues to hold monthly
volunteer events. In February Linda hosted a volunteer event that had 65 participants. A small handful
of HFIA members participated in a more recent volunteer opportunity at the Discovery Forest.
Volunteers do a variety of work, most often including weeding and planting of native and canoe species.

Recent updates and progress within the project include:

¢ Docent Workbook Interpretive Guide and a Forest Friends Coloring
Book, put together by Paul Arinaga with the help of Travis Idol
and Diana Tusher

¢ 10 new Plant ID signs were installed at the site

¢ Partnering with the Malama Learning Center to develop Symphony of
the Hawai‘i Forests educational materials for teachers and
students to enhance their understanding about Hawaiian trees
in the Discovery Forest.

¢ Production of 20 8.5”x5.5” postcards to hand out to volunteers, which
feature native and Polynesian introduced plants, native forest
birds and other forest fauna.

On Hawai'i Island, at the Pana’ewa Zoo Discovery Forest, project
manager, Mika Gallardo continues to make good process. On Saturday
April 1st Mika hosted a small group of HFIA volunteers who were busy
weeding, mulching and outplanting.

Also on Hawai'i Island, the Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery
Forest recently hosted a group of HFIA and HFI volunteers. On January
25th Bryce Masuda led a group of 19 volunteers in outplanting roughly
80 native trees, primarily Koa.
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Above: HFIA members, directors, and
staff volunteer at the Pana’ewa Zoo
Discovery Forest. Top row, L to R: HFIA
members David Longacre and Evan Kirk

Left: Volunteer Aleysia Kaha and son outplant Hoffman, project manager, Mika
Koa seedlings at the Keauhou Bird Gallardo. Bottom row L to R: HFI
Conservation Center Discovery Forest. Director J.B. Friday, HFIA Director

_ Aileen Yeh, HFIA staff, Aspen Billiet.

Left: At the Pana’ewa Zoo Discovery
Forest site manager Mika Gallardo is
experimenting with “mulching”
techniques to slow the speed at
which weeds grow back. Here a
freshly weeded area is covered with
newspaper, and then covered with
freshly harvested Ti leaves. This
keeps the sunlight from reaching
remaining weeds and weed roots and
slows their return.



Steadfast Dryland Forest Restoration

HFIA and HFI continue dryland forest restoration efforts at three sites on Hawai’i Island: Ka‘Gpalehu
Dryland Forest, La‘i‘Opua Preserve, and Palamnui Dry Forest Preserve.

At Kaupulehu the team continues restoration and outreach/education efforts. Recent financial successes
for Kaupulehu include:

¢ A 540,000 grant from Kaupulehu Foundation. This is the 5th grant from the Foundation.

¢ The Johnson Ohana Foundation, founded by Kim and Jack Johnson donated $5,000 to HFI to support
Ho‘ola Ka Makana‘a and the restoration of the Katpulehu Dryland Forest. Neil Hannahs initiated the
donation.

 The Office performing arts + film donated $3,000 to HFI for Dryland Forest outreach and education.

At La‘i‘Opua Preserve, restoration work continues.

Symphony of Hawaii’s Forests

The Symphony of the Hawai’i Forests is a performing arts project that will foster the breadth of Hawai'i's
artistic genres, media, and practitioners. It will present and support literacy arts through storytelling;
visual and media arts through the animations and art contest; and performing arts through the music,
hula, and storytelling. The program will be offered to students through the school concerts and to the
public through the Hawai‘i Symphony Orchestra’s keiki concert series.

The concert for teachers and students is scheduled for April 20th at Hawai’i Theatre Center.

New website: https://symphonyofthehawaiiforests.com/

New Opportunities

On Oahu, at Palehua Restoration Project (Gill Ewa Lands) HFI and Gill Ewa Lands have signed an
agreement allowing for HFI to bring supervised volunteers to the 2-acre site to conduct restoration work.
HFIA and HFI look forward to opening volunteer opportunities up to HFIA members at this site.

On Maui, at the Maui Bird Conservation Center, Bryce Masuda asked for HFIA/HFI’s support in the effort
to remove pine trees and replant on about 40 acres of the 46-acre MBCC site. They will be receiving a $5
million grant from landowner DOFAW to remove the trees and install more aviaries for the birds being
bred at the facility. Bryce would like to collaborate with HFIA/HFI on the project (seeking funds to
support a volunteer coordinator and expenses to have volunteers help with the restoration and learn
about the birds, similar to KBCC). HFIA director, Tom Calhoun, has been meeting with Bryce to discuss
possible uses of the removed pine trees.

On Hawai'i Island, Haloa Aina, a native Hawaiian forestry and education organization committed to
economic prosperity and environmental responsibility being guided by cultural values for a more
sustainable Hawai‘i, was a recipient of funds via HFI’s American Forests Grant. Haloa ‘Aina is one of three


https://symphonyofthehawaiiforests.com/

sites that benefited from the grant. The goal was to outplant 5,000 seedlings on Hawai‘i Island at Haloa
‘Aina, Keauhou Bird Conservation Center Discovery Forest and Ka‘Gpulehu Dryland Forest Preserve.

Haloa ‘Aina is a family-owned business dedicated to restoring the native dryland forest. Prior to Wade
Lee, HFIA Director, and his ‘ohana caretaking these lands, the forest was stressed from years of cattle
grazing and wild sheep. By removing the damaged trees as outlined in the forest management plan,
natural regeneration is returning the forest to its native, pre-ranching condition.

HFIA Executive Leadership Changes Hands

After 17 years of service to HFIA, via the role of Executive Director, Heather Simmons has retired. She
remains involved in HFIA and HFI joint projects as she remains the Executive Director of the Hawaii
Forest Institute for the time being. Mahalo to Heather and all her hard work.

New HFIA Assistant Executive Director Chris Chwastyk

HFIA’s Board of Directors selected Chris Chwastyk, who has a strong background in leadership and
legislative activities, as the new Executive Director. Chris was born in Honolulu and has decades of
experience in political advocacy, lobbying and communications at the local, state, and national level.

He has worked on and managed over 30 political and advocacy campaigns as a congressional chief of
staff, political campaign manager, renewable energy association vice president and advocacy consultant.
Chris has worked alongside, managed, and advised executives from every level of government from city
hall to the White House, and senior executives from a wide range of private industry.

Chris is a Managing Partner with Guidance Partners, an advocacy, and digital media consultancy, based in
Honolulu. His experience includes Director of External Affairs at the Hawaii Sustainable Development
Group, Inc.; Staff Member for the Hawai’i State Senate - Ways & Means Committee, VP for Federal
Legislative Affairs for American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), Chief of Staff to U.S. Rep. Chet Edwards
(D-TX), as well as numerous political campaign and business startup roles.

Chris has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English from the University of Dayton, Dayton, OH. He, his wife,
Michelle, and their 2 rescue dogs, Roxanne & Glenkinchie, live in Honolulu.



HFIA Holds 2022 Annual General Membership Meeting

HFIA held its 2023 Annual General Membership Meeting on Friday
March 24th at The Vanillerie in Kailua-Kona, on Hawai’i Island. Ron
Wolfe excelled in his role as Master of Ceremonies by keeping the
speakers on track and the audience engaged. Aileen Yeh led the group
in reciting the Forester’s Prayer in Hawaiian and English. Vice President
Guy Cellier, as the acting President, gave the President’s message,
summarizing HFIA’s 2022 accomplishments including the success of the
5 Year Strategic Plan and new committee structure thus far, and how
HFIA has had to transition after the loss of President Don Bryon in
August of last year.

| Directors and staff recognized Heather Simmons for her years of service
| to HFIA in the role of Executive Director by gifting her a curly Koa
sphere turned by HFIA member Kelly Dunn, and engraved with the
olelo no’eau “hahai no ka ua | ka ulula au”, (The rain follows the forest).

AGM attendees recite the Forests Prayerto  Orlo Steele, HFIA member and Hawaii Community College Forest
begin the meeting. TEAM program director, was the guest speaker of the evening.

Lastly attendees were treated to catering by JawJacker Grindz and desert by Lezleigh Ann Bignami, who
works as a tour guide at The Vanillerie.

Twenty six people attended the event, including HFIA directors, staff, members, and guests.

HFIA members, directors, staff, and guests Orlo Steele gave a presentation on The turned and engraved curly Koa
enjoy a catered dinner in one of the green the Hawaii Community College Forest sphere, gifted to Heather Simmons by
houses at The Vanillerie. TEAM program, which he is the HFIA.

director of.



The following day, Saturday March 25th, Treasurer Wade Lee kindly provided HFIA members and staff
with a tour of Haloa Aina. Thirteen people attended the tour.
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Above: Wade Lee, HFIA Treasurer and Haloa Aina Managing
Member, explains just some of the long history of Haloa Aina.

Right: field trip attendees. Back row L to R: Neil Mukai, Scott
Turn, Nick Koch, Kahne Blyth. Middle row L to R: Ron Wolfe,
Mika Gallardo, Lilly Lee, Guy Cellier, Jeanie Cellier, Taylor
Coons, Kevin Coons, Ed Pilatzke. Front row L to R: Chris
Chwastyk, Andie Gill, Aspen Billiet, Wade Lee.

Elections

At the March 24th Annual General Membership meeting, the results of HFIA’s Board of Directors election
were announced. HFIA welcomes new director Taylor Coons (Managing Director at Nalu Builds) and the
returning and reelected directors. The current HFIA board includes:

President

At-large

Vice President At-large

Secretary

Treasurer
Sandalwood

Director
Director
Director
Director

Director

At-large

At-large

Kaua'i
At-large
Hawai'i
Oahu

At-large

Guy Cellier
Irene Sprecher
Taylor Coons

Wade Lee

Jeremy Campbell
Aaron Hammer
Nicholas Koch
Michael Sowards

Aileen Yeh

Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC
President, Forest Solutions, Inc.
Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative

Managing Member, Héloa ‘Aina Royal Hawaiian

Owner, Kauai Forest to Function
Woodworker/Owner, Hammer Craft
General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC
Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC

Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC



At the March 24th Board of Directors meeting, HFIA Directors approved the following Hawai‘i Forest
Institute (HFI) slate of Directors:

President Travis Idol, PhD. Prof. at UH Manoa, Natural Resources & Environmental Mgmt
Vice President Wade Lee Managing Member, Haloa ‘Aina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood
Treasurer William Yuen, Esq. Attorney at Law, Dentons US LLP

Secretary Peter D. Simmons Consultant, In the Woods

Director J.B. Friday, PhD. Extension Forester, College of Tropical Agriculture and Human

Resources (CTAHR)

Director Nicholas Koch Forester, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC

*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai'‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest
restoration, educational programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. Learn
more about HFI here.

Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members
Paul Conry
Doug Henton, Hilo Family Farms
The Coons family, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative (New)
David Reisland, David Reisland Fine Furniture
Aileen Yeh, Aileen’s Nursery
Thomas Loudat, TMSP Inc.
Kahne Jenson Blyth, Natives West Eco Services (New)
Loren Wilson, Wilson Woodcraft
Eric Lebuse
Logan White, Pai’ea Millwrights
Mary & Eric Bello, Bellos Millwork
David Longacre, Kawika Tropical Fruit Orchards
Sydney & Maurice Smith, Maliko Coffee Estate (New)
Roy Kobayashi, RK Builders/RK Woods Gallery (New)

Peter Simmons, Into the Woods



Alex Woodbury, Kamuela Hardwoods
Mike Nelson
Mike Nelson, Volcano Art Center
Michael Sowards, Koality Woods
Orlo Steele, HCC Forest TEAM Program
Ron Wolfe, Sea Wolfe Forestry
Wade Lee, Haloa Aina

Jeremy Campbell, Kauai Forest to Function

Newsletter Articles Wanted

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please email it
in Wordformat with jpg photos attached to hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org




Directors:

Guy Cellier, President
Irene Sprecher, Vice President
Taylor Coons, Secretary
Wade Lee, Wade Lee
Jeremy Campbell
Aaron Hammer
Nicholas Koch
Michael Sowards
Aileen Yeh

*HFIA new mailing address:

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association
7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway
Suite A-143A, #249
Honolulu, HI 96825-1849

Phone: 808-933-9411

Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org

Website:www.hawaiiforest.org
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