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Wildfire Response and HFIA’s Role in Addressing the Issue and Working Towards Solutions 

Following the devastation on Maui, we are thankful to say that HFIA members located on Maui survived the fires with 

their persons intact, although businesses were impacted and members have family/friends who have been personally 

struck by the devastation. HFIA is continuing to seek ways in which to support those impacted. 

Outside of financial support, we are remaining tuned in to efforts to address the loss. Following the wildfires on Maui, 

Hawai’i Island Mayor Mitch Roth formed the Hawaiʻi County Task Force for Maui County Recovery Assistance. We are 

proud to share that HFIA Director, Wade Lee, has been named to this task force.  

Additionally, HFIA has joined with partners at the Hawaii Wildfire Management Organization to urge policy makers to 

take action to prevent wildfires and HFIA President Guy Cellier signed a letter sent to Hawai’i Island Mayor Roth, urging 

that action be taken to reduce risk of wildfires by reducing the fuel (dry brush and grasses) that feed such fires. As a 

Forest Industry Association, we highlighted in this letter the role that managing our forest resources plays in fire 

prevention.  

 

HFIA and HFI Staff Continue Promote Go Native 

Aspen Billiet and Paul Arinaga (Hawaii Forest Institute) continue to promote and sell Go Native at community outreach 

events. Between community events and local retailers, hundreds of copies have been sold and/or donated. 

A key player in the distribution of the Go Native guide is HFIA member Michael Gibson. Michael owns and operates 

Elemental Plants in Honoka’a on the Hamakua Coast of Hawai’i Island and has been HFI’s “MVP” in book sales. A great 

thanks is owed to Michael, and for anyone visiting the Hamakua Coast make sure to get your copy when passing through. 

The Go Native guide is available for purchase on Amazon.com and at the 

following locations: 

• Basically Books (Hilo) 

• Big Island Book Buyers (Hilo) 

• Elemental Plants/Hamakua Harvest Farmer’s Market (Honokaa) 

• Waimea General Store (Waimea) 

• Kona Bay Books (Kailua Kona) 

• The Vanillerie (Kailua Kona) 

• Bess Press/daShop (Honolulu) 

• Native Books (Honolulu) 

 

Sign-up to keep informed on project developments at 

www.gonativeplants.org.  

• Link to Sneak Peak of Growers Guide. 

• Order your Go Native postcards here. 

• Contact Aspen via email hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org to purchase your copy 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MTFLQEWHYS3A&keywords=go+native+hawaii&qid=1667958212&s=books&sprefix=go+native%2Cstripbooks%2C190&sr=1-1
http://www.gonativeplants.org/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-growers-guide/
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native-plant-postcards
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Christmas Tree Project) 

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture awarded 

HFI a $40,000 grant over two years for locally 

grown potted Christmas trees.  The project 

“Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Christmas 

Tree Project) is growing five different species: 

Italian Stone Pine, Norfolk Pine, Western Red 

Cedar, and native species ʻAʻaliʻi and ʻAlaheʻe.  

To decorate these Christmas Trees HFI has 

coordinated a series of workshops to create 

ornaments made from locally sourced wood. HFIA 

members, and family and friends, are encouraged 

to sign up and participate. 

The workshops will take place at the 

Laupahoehoe Public Charter School and will be 

instructed by Award-Winning Woodworker Peter Ziroli. Participants will have the opportunity to craft ornaments using a 

lathe and/or using a CNC (Computer Numerical Control) machine. Participants will create an ornament to take home as 

well as create ornaments to donate to the Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka (Christmas Tree Project). HFI hopes to offer 

trees for sale both this year and next year, and to donate some decorated trees to families in need. 

Sign up online here: Christmas Ornament Workshop Registration 

Or  

Text/email Aspen Billiet 

hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

HFIA Main Line: 808/933/9411 

 

Fencing for the Future of Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest  

At Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest, new fences may be in the near future.  
HFIA has discussed a roughly ninety-thousand-dollar contract with 
Kamehameha Schools to replace the fencing at the site.  
 
HFIA has been managing this 76-acre site since 1993 and it is home to 
endangered dry forest species as well as important cultural history. 
Repairing and replacing fences with appropriate frequency is one of the 
first lines of defense for native forests and is instrumental in achieving 
ecosystem recovery. Without adequate and maintained fence lines, the 
site’s native forest ecosystem is in danger of damage from non-native 
species such as feral ungulates like goats, sheep and pigs which trample 
and eat the vegetation, and from feral cats which carry and spread 
diseases as well as pray on birds who play a role in seed redistribution. 
Fencing is key to the restoration of fragile ecosystems and a contract for 
replacing the fence lines at Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest would improve 
chances of continued successful forest restoration for, hopefully, years to 
come. 
 
 
 

 

Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland Forest 

https://form.jotform.com/232748270610150
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org


Hawaii’s Woodshow 2023 

Mark your calendars and book your flights to 

O’ahu. It’s time for the 2023 Hawaii’s 

Woodshow! This year’s show is gearing up to 

be the largest show since before covid with 

over 40 entries and a dense field of 

Innovation + Imagination (I+I) student 

challenge participants.  

Meet the Jurors 

Bart Potter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A youthful fascination with acoustic guitars led Bart Potter to a 1974 apprenticeship with George Gilmore, a renown 

Honolulu maker of guitar and lutes. From 1975 to 1980 Bart made guitars and `ukulele and in 1984 he purchased a 

sawmill and parlayed his lutherie experience into producing Hawaii-grown tonewoods, for the last 39 years selling 

graded, bookmatching guitar and `ukulele sets to luthiers worldwide. 

 Bart has been involved with both HFIA and the Woodshow since they began.  

Alan Wilkinson  

Alan Wilkinson's passion and dedication to woodworking turned a former shipyard 

worker into an award-winning artist.  Alan started Wilkinson Koa Furniture in1968 

and has built custom pieces for many clients, including the British Royal Family.  

Alan's long-standing support for the local woodworking community and his focus on 

improving woodworking standards by example has made him an influential figure in 

the industry. 

Diane Chen KW 

Diane Chen KW is a versatile artist with a background in neurology and epidemiology.  Her 

journey has led her to become a renowned ceramic artist and collector of wood objects.  Her 

work has found its place in prestigious museum collections across the globe.  Diane's diverse 

approach to art and her appreciation for wood's intrinsic beauty will bring a unique 

perspective to the judging panel. 

HFIA members are invited to attend the opening reception to enjoy pupus and drinks, music, 

the award ceremony, two educational displays  (the Go Native Project and Haloa Aina Royal 

Hawaiian Sandalwood ‘Iliahi), and of course fine woodwork ranging from I+I students, to 

Novice, to Master participants. 



A portion of this year's Hawaii's Woodshow proceeds will be donated to the Hawai‘i Community Foundation Maui Strong 

Fund. 

Biochar Production with the Invasive Albizia Tree Species and the Impacts of 

Application on Nanea Plant Growth 
Independent Research by Sora Campbell 
 

Sora Campbell, daughter of HFIA business member Aaron 

Campbell (Golden Fuels Energy, Kailua), chose to follow her 

dad’s footsteps and study biochar production and the effects of 

its application on native plant species for a school assignment 

earlier this year. Her findings were interesting and the quality 

of her work was exceptional. This can be confirmed just by 

reading the Abstract from her paper: 
 

“The invasive species of Albizia is quickly outcompeting native 

plants. The state of Hawaii is 

currently making attempts to tackle this issue with the Albizia 

but no efficient or lasting solution 

has been found. Biochar may be the solution to face this problem. Biochar is the product that is 

produced when biomass (wood) is put through the process of pyrolysis. This process of pyrolysis 

transforms biochar into a carbon sink, enabling it to sequester carbon contained in the wood. And with carbon 

emissions greater than ever biochar may also be able to play a vital role in the uphill battle against climate 

change. The primary goals of this research were to assess the suitability of the invasive tree Albizia for biochar 

production, investigate optimal biochar production methods, and examine the impacts of biochar on the 

health and growth of indigenous plant species.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nanea seedlings in biochar-soil mix. 

Left: Sora’s diagram of the homemade kiln used to 

create biochar for her research. 

Above: the kiln in use. 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/


 

 

Sora’s father, Aaron, had this to say about the process of 

guiding his daughter in her research: 

“I let Sora drive the design of the research. I helped with 

logistics and safety but this is mainly her work. I helped break 

some writers block but mostly stayed out of it and let her 

science teacher do the critique. He did say this is the best 

independent research he has overseen at the school and it 

‘resets the bar’.” 
 

You can read Sora’s independent research paper in its entirety on 

the HFIA website here. 

 

 

Wonderous Works in Wood  

In July and August HFIA Director Aaron Hammer was featured at 

Volcano Art Center with a solo exhibition, Wondrous Works in 

Wood. The exhibit featured Aaron’s lathe-turned works of art, 

a collection of newly-finished turned woodwork made from 

trees that were grown in Hawai’i. 

Aaron also held a live woodturning demonstration on July 29th 

for the public to attend. 

Aaron had this to say about the experience: 

“My solo exhibition 

“Wondrous Works 

in Wood” at the 

 Volcano Art Center 

was a great 

opportunity for me 

to fulfill a long-

standing dream. I 

spent  five months 

creating and 

finishing 26 

interesting and 

unique pieces 

turned from Hawaii 

grown trees.  

As part of my agreement with the Volcano Arts  Center I held a one-day woodturning demonstration where I turned 12 

Koa bottle stoppers, one for each of the employees and staff of the art center. Many people were in attendance and it 

was a fantastic opportunity to educate and talk with visitors and residents about the craft of woodturning  and the 

processes involved in transforming previously felled trees into cherished items.  

Biochar produced in Sora’s homemade kiln. 

https://hawaiiforest.org/reports/


The exhibition began with a very well attended “Opening” and overall attendance through the month was excellent. 

By the end of the month 17 of the 26 pieces were sold making this one of the art  center’s best-selling shows. It was a 

great honor for me to have this solo exhibition at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park and an absolute pleasure to work 

with the staff of The Volcano Arts Center. I look forward to future collaborations with them.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USDA Forest Service has Released the 2020 National Report on Sustainable Forests 

Which can be accessed online here. 

 

HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 
Executive 

 
Develop a Board of Directors 

that supports the strategic plan 
priorities and increases the 

impact of HFIA on the members 
served. 

The Executive Committee has overseen the installment of the new (reduced size) 
board structure over the last couple of quarters which has yielded better 
productivity and participation. Actions taken during the third quarter this year have 
included: 

• approved HFIA to contract with Proservice Hawaii to provide payroll 
processing and HR services 

• President Guy Cellier drafted a response to HFIA members following the 
devastating wildfires in Lahaina. The Committee continues to monitor 
opportunities for HFIA to participate in workshops/meetings regarding fire 
mitigation, vegetation control etc. where we can be of value 

• working to improve HFIA’s long term public relations plan to increase our 
public presence on issues important to our members via features in Derek 
Kuriso’s “Living in Paradise” and KHON2’s “Aloha Authentic” 

Membership 
 

Develop a plan to grow and 
retain membership by providing 
members with opportunities for 
dialog, education, advancement 
and  improvement in all aspects 

of Hawaii’s forest industry. 

The Membership Committee met twice during the third quarter this year and 
welcomed a new Committee Chair, Taylor Coons. Items accomplished during this 
quarter include: 

• the addition of a student membership option @ $5  
• implementation of updates to membership dues structure 
• updated online member directory listings 
• held two discussions surrounding ways to acquire member feedback 

Healthy and Productive Forests 
 

The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is still seeking a chair to spearhead 
the Committee’s efforts. We are actively looking,  but also encourage anyone with 

Park visitors attending Aaron’s July 29th live woodturning demonstration. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/publications/657692403


Work to improve the health and 
productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

keen interest in the committee to reach out - Committee members do not have to 
be board members.  
 
Despite the Chair vacancy this Committee is still staying apprised of the ongoing 
work at DOFAW and USFS, especially such work directly related to the Committee’s 
recent past projects and efforts (such as strawberry guava biocontrol research). 

Forest Industry 
 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a 
strong, prosperous and diverse 

forest industry. 

Some of what the Forest Industry Committee accomplished during the 3rd quarter 
includes: 

• beginning to delve into the Soil and Water Conservation Plan approval 
process with a meeting with the Mauna Kea Soil and Water Conservation 
District  

• beginning to exploring avenues to promote commercial forestry such as 
talk story session with Kamaka Pili or via applying for an urban and 
community forest grant to support this work 

 

Legislative 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

 
-connect with policy makers to 
provide guidance on forestry 
issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

Despite not formally meeting during the third quarter, the Legislative Committee 
completed the following: 

• drafted and completed an annual operating calendar to: better prepare for 
upcoming legislative sessions, better navigate mid-session and to engage in 
post session analysis of Committee actions and their efficacy 

• joined with partners at the Hawaii Wildfire Management Organization to 
urge policy makers to take action to prevent wildfires 

• sent a letter to Hawai’i Island Mayor, Mitch Roth, urging that action be 
taken to reduce risk of wildfires by reducing the fuel via improved land 
management 

Education and Training 
 

Be recognized and respected as 
Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

 
-Provide educational        

opportunities. 

The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, but ongoing 
education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Kaupulehu Dryland Forest 
 
 
 
 
This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 
 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 
Woodworking Artists 

Committee Chair Aaron Hammer has explored interest in woodworking exhibition 
opportunities amongst Maui woodworkers and is brainstorming ideas to meet 
these desires.  
 
This Committee is currently seeking members.  

 

Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members  

Corporate Members 

Nick Koch, Paniolo Tonewoods 

Guy Cellier, CN Renewable Resources 

Irene Sprecher, Forest Solutions 

Business Members 

Richard Rego 

 



Individual Members 

Alan Gamble 

Bill Bunch 

Scott Turn 

Evan Hoffman 

William Kleiner 

Stephen Hynson 

Scott Rolles 

Jill Ficke-Beaton 

Lawrence Nitz 

Jake Morrell 

Thomas & Julie Pasquale, Kua’Aina Artworks 

Sandy Brodie,  

Hawaii’s Woodshow Entrants 

Reid Anderson 

Daniel Anthony 

Derek Bencomo 

John Berthiaume 

Joshua Bowles 

Joel Bright 

Robert Broderick 

Robert Butts 

Francisco Clemente 

Phillip Clevenger 

Andy Cole 

Richard Cunningham 

Bill DeMent 

Dodge Distad 

Robert Duffer 

Kelly Dunn 

Nadia Fairlamb 

Michael Felig 



David Gomes 

Seth Gonzales 

Aaron Hammer 

Isla Harmon 

Scott Hare 

Stephen Hynson 

Michael  Juberg 

Lee Koichi 

Keola Kukona 

Tai Lake 

Eric LeBuse 

Doug Gordon and Leleo Kinimaka 

John Lund 

Frank McClure 

John Mydock 

Peter Naramore 

Tandy Newsome 

Larry Nitz 

Jon Ogata 

Wayne N. Omura 

David Reisland 

Paul Schurch 

Luke Shaffer 

Michael Patrick Smith 

Austin Jarred Torralba 

Jerry Vasconcellos 

Jay Warner 

Alan Wilkinson 

Dick Willson 

Robert Woodward 

Mel Yoo 

Scott Zuziak 



Hawaii Forest Industry Association Directors: 
President At-large  Guy Cellier  Forest Manager, CN Renewable Resources LLC 

Vice President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Secretary At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Treasurer At-large  Wade Lee Managing Member, Háloa ‘Áina Royal Hawaiian Sandalwood 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Aaron Hammer  Woodworker/Owner, Hammer Craft 

Director  Hawai`i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards   Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

 

Newsletter Articles Wanted 

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please email it in Word  format with jpg 

photos attached to hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*In 2003 HFIA formed the Hawai‘i Forest Institute, a 501c3 nonprofit organization focused on forest restoration, educational 

programs, information dissemination, and support for scientific research. 

 

Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 

7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

Suite A-143A, #249 

Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 

Phone: 808-933-9411 

 Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 
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