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The Board of Directors and staff at the Hawaiõi Forest Industry Association 

(HFIA) wish you a Mele Kalikimaka & Hauõoli Makahiki Hou.  

Mahalo for your continued support and partnership. May you have peace, joy 

and prosperity throughout this coming new year . We look forward to serving 

and working with you for years to come.  

 

Hawaiiõs Woodshow, Na Laõau o Hawaiõi 

 

This year we celebrated the 30 th  Anniversary of Hawaii's Woodshow  at the Hawaii 

Opera Plaza in Honolulu from October 16 th  through October 30 th .  

This yearõs jurors were Marcus Castaing (award winning furniture maker and 

architectural miller), Vince Hazen (ceramics and printmaking instr uctor at 

Kamehameha Schools Bishop Estate Kapalama Campus, former director of the 

Happy 

Holidays!  

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
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Honolulu Museum of Art School), and Jorma Winkler (exotic hardwood manufacturer, 

HFIA director).  

Hawaiiõs Woodshow encourages an appreciation for the participating artists and the 

materials they use. It promotes the positive role forests play in our economy and 

ecology. Accordingly, this yearõs theme was òLaõau Ponoó. With their entries, artists 

were asked to describe how their wood, and their finished pieces, are òponoó. 

As has occurred since 2017, the Hawaiiõs Woodshow featured the Innovation + 

Imagination (I+I) Challenge, in which students are introduced to the diverse world of 

Hawaiõi woods. Students are challenged to construct artwork using a mix of donated 

Hawaiõi-grown wood and other materials of their choice.  

The I+I Student Challenge is coordinated by Steven Hill, IDSA, 3DLab Director at UH -

MƑnoa School of Architecture. The program exposes students to a hands- on 

experience of design and production and familiarizes the m with the value of using 

locally sourced wood.  

This yearõs show included 50 entrants, 23 of which were students. Mahalo to all who 

participated, joined us for the opening reception, and visited the show during its 

duration. We look forward to next yearõs show. 

 

 !ƭƭ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǎƘƻǿ Ǉhotos are by Brad Goda 

Far Left: 

Drift, by Luke 

Shaffer 

 

Top Right: 

Incognito, by 

Francisco 

Clemente 

Bottom Right: 

The Feeling of 

Movement, by 

Derek Bencomo 
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нлнн I!²!LLΩ{ ²hh5{Ih² ²Lbb9w{ 
Best in Show: Luke Shaffer, Drift 

Award of Excellence: Andy Cole, Evolution of Creation 

Award of Distinction: R.W. Butts, Large Ψ¦ƳŜƪŜ 

Award of Merit: Joel Bright, Kula Pahu ka Anuhea 

Kupelo 

Novice: Wayne Omura, Koa Leaves Resting on Cinders 

Accessories: Robert Woodward, Roll the Die 

Furniture/Marian Yasuda Award: Duane Millers,   

Transcendence 

Sculpture: Derek Bencomo,  The Feeling of Movement, 

18th View 

Turning with Embellishments: Robert Woodward, 

CƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƻƭŜ ΨhƘŀƴŀ 

Turning with Form Emphasis: Francisco Clemente, 

Incognito 

HONORABLE MENTIONS 

Derek Bencomo, Vessel and Spoon 

Robert Duffer, Ms Flight 

Mats Fogelvik, Super Ellipse Starburst 

Mats Fogelvik, Gecko Bench 

Aaron Hammer, Stitched Together Heart 

Duane Millers, Koru 

Bart Potter, Ma-noa Mahogany Marimba 

Dick Willson, Ahi 

Kent Exploration Award: Kahi Ching, Nana I Ke Kumu 

Series 

Spirt of the Show Award: Joshua Bowles, Brancusi 

Desk 

La-Ψŀǳ tƻƴƻ !ǿŀǊŘ: Bart Potter, Ma- noa Mahogany 

Marimba 

IŀǿŀƛΩƛ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ 

Recognition Awards: Kahi Ching, Nana I Ke Kumu 

Series & John Fackrell, Hapai 

*RΦ²Φ .ǳǘǘǎ ǿƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 

!ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά[ŀǊƎŜ Ψ¦ƳŜƪŜέΦ 

I+I STUDENT CHALLENGE AWARD 

WINNERS 

FIRST PLACE High School 

Kent Awards ς Most Promising Young 

Artist 

Olomana Team A:  Piko 

SECOND PLACE High School Olomana 

Team B:  Breakfast in Bed 

THIRD PLACE High School 

Jaelen Matsuda-Williams:  Dumbo 

FIRST PLACE College 

Beau Nakamori:  A Bird House 

SECOND PLACE College 

Beau Nakamori:  Beaux 

THIRD PLACE College 

Kiana Dai: Where the Light Shines 

Through 

tǳΨǳƘƻƴǳŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ƴƻ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ 

Award 

Kiana Dai: Where the Light Shines 

Through 

Monson Taiapa:  Te Ara Tu- ha- ha- 

Griffin Ward: Valley of Light 

Above: A Bird House, by Beau Nakamori 

Left: Beau Nakamori, next to his I+I 

Student Challenge entry, A Bird House. 
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Koa ($10,000 and above) 

IŀǿŀƛΨƛ {ǘŀǘŜ Foundation on Culture and the Arts 

Milo ($5,000-$9,999) 

IŀǿŀƛΨƛ CƻǊŜǎǘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 

IŀǿŀƛΨƛ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳκhΨŀƘǳ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

Kamani ($1,000-$4,999) 

DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife 

Ron & Myra Kent Fund, of the IŀǿŀƛΩƛ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Siglo Tonewoods LLC 

Tusher Architectural Group 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛΨƛ aņƴƻŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜ 

Woodcraft Supply LLC 

IņǇǳ ǳ όϷрлл-$999) 

Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Honua Ola Bioenergy 

Royal Contracting Co. Ltd. 

Tantalus Studio 

Maile (Up to $499) 

Akamai Glass Company, Inc 

C. Barton Potter 

IŀǿŀƛΨƛ ²ƻƻŘ ¦ǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳ 

Marian Yasuda 

Peter Simmons-In the Woods 

tǳΩǳƘƻƴǳŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

Scheurenbrand Guitars 

Tai Lake Fine Woodworking 

Thomas Loudat, TNSP Inc 

Left: 

!ǳƴǘƛŜΩǎ 

Bowl, by 

Robert 

Woodward 

 

Right: 

Blanket 

Chest, by 

Alan 

Wilkinson 
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HFIA Volunteers at the Honolulu  Zoo Childrenõs Discovery Forest  

Volunteer Coordinator Linda Duling has continued to host 

volunteers and youth groups at the Honolulu Childrenõs 

Discovery Forest. Throughout the course of 2022 Linda 

hosted 12 volunteer groups, total ing  175 volunteers.  

The Discovery Forest is a representat ion of natural systems, 

creating a scene of Hawaiôi before the arrival of humans. 

On October 15 th , 

2022, Linda 

hosted a small , 

HFIA organized , 

volunteer group  

for a morning of 

weeding in the 

Discovery Forest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ --------------------

HFIA and HFI Promote Go Native  

The new guidebook, Go Native: 

Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban 

Forest, hit the printers this summer, 

and du ring the fall and winter 

quarters of this year, HFI and HFIA 

staff have been busy distributing the 

guidebook to retailers, at outreach 

events and donating copies when 

appropriate.  

Go Native encourages residents and businesses to grow native Hawaiian and 

Polynesian introduced òcanoeó plants. Go Native also seeks to increase public 

Scott Rolles working in the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Discovery Forest. 

Left to Right: HFIA staff Aspen Billiet, HFIA 

member Scott Rolles, HFI staff Linda Duling, 

teachers Jolie and Reid 
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awareness of the value and benefits of planting native plants and trees. The guidebook 

teaches readers to identify the native plants that are most suitable to their climate 

zone. 

The Native Hawaiian Urban Forest Network will offer innumerable benefits to Hawaiiõs 

people and to the aina such as providing a refuge for native animals; wildlife corridors 

for native invertebrates, birds and bats; preserving genetic variation within pla nt and 

animal species; and enhancing cultural and spiritual links with the past.  

Go Native Project Manager,  Paul Arinaga has 

distributed the book at Small Business Saturday at 

Da Shop in Kaimuiki. Meanwhile, HFIA staff 

member Aspen Billiet has distributed the book at 

three events on Hawaiõi Island, the Puõuwaõawa 

Run For the Dry Forest , the Ohia Love Fest,  and 

the Hawaiõi Island Landscape Conference. The 

guidebook can be found in Hilo at Big Island Book 

Buyers and on Oahu at  Book Ends in Kailua, and 

Da Shop in Kaimuki.  Also available for purchase 

on Amazon:  

Amazon -Go Native  

 

More information on Go Native can be found: 

www.hawaiiforest.org/go -native  

Sign up for the Go Native mailing list: 

www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go -native/mailing  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

HFIA Increas es Presence at Community Outreach Events  

During the winter of 2022 the HFIA membership committee has been busy increasing 

HFIAõs visibility within the community by attending outreach and networking events.  

In October HFIA Vice President Guy Cellier and st aff member Aspen Billiet attended 

the Puõuwaõawa Run for the Dry Forest at the Puõuwaõawa Dry Forest. The Run for the 

Dry Forest is a partnership between the Akaka Foundation for Tropical Forests, the 

U.S. Forest Service, Institute of Pacific Islands Fores try, the Hawai ôi Experimental 

Tropical Forest, the Hawaiôi Wildlife Fund, and the Hawaiôi Division of Forestry and 

Wildlife.  This is an annual, family friendly event which also features natural resource 

management/conservation education and outreach booths . This year, HFIA was one of 

them. This event saw the debut sale of Go Native guidebooks on Hawaiõi Island.  

The following week HFIA was present at the Hawaiõi Island Landscape Conference, 

held at the Westin Hapuna Beach Resort. Here small businesses in la ndscaping, 

landscape architecture etc. as well as government and non -profit natural resource 

management organizations were present. The event involved guest speakers as well as 

multiple blocks of òtrade showó time slots. HFIA participated with a trade show booth, 

ICL!κICL ǘŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŀǿŀƛΩƛ LǎƭŀƴŘ [ŀƴdscape 

Conference.  

https://www.amazon.com/Go-Native-growing-Hawaiian-wherever/dp/B0B92RBLRZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VTBR9IKK35IJ&keywords=go+native&qid=1670896719&sprefix=go+nativ%2Caps%2C206&sr=8-1
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/go-native
https://mailchi.mp/hawaiiforestinstitute.org/go-native
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representing both HFIA and the Hawaii Forest Institute in order to promote Go Native, 

as well as HFIA/HFI projects and HFIA membership. 20+ Go Native guidebooks were 

sold this day, the event also proved to be a quality networking opportunity.  

The final community event of the year came in the form of the Ohia Love F air held at 

the Pahoa Community Center on Hawaiõi Island. At this event conservation and 

resource management groups came together to celebrate Hawaiiõs state tree, Ohia 

Lehua, and promote  forest friendly practices. Aspen Billiet was present representing 

HFIA at this event. HFIA member Extension Forester J.B. Friday was present 

representing the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR). Ohia 

Love Festival occurs across the  state and is put on the by University of Hawaii CTAHR  

The HFIA membership committee looks forward to participating in these, and more, 

events next year.  

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

HFIA Coordinates with Like -Minded Groups to Form the Hawaii Land  

Use Alliance  

HFIA directors and staff closely follow the legislative actions of Hawaiiõs elected 

officials throughout the annual lawmaking session. During the 2022 session earlier 

this year, HFIA submitted testimony on 23 pieces of/versions of legislation, and wrote 

and/or signed onto five letters of support regarding various proposals , acts  and 

nominations  at the state  and federal  level. While directors and staff will continue these 

efforts advocating for forest friendly (and oth er relevant) measures at the state capitol, 

they will also be delving into a new layer of action.  

During the summer and fall , HFIA secretary Peter Simmons and staff member Aspen 

Billiet , along with President Don Bryan until his regretful passing,  worked  closely with 

Left: HFIA staff 

member Aspen 

Billiet at the 

PǳΩǳǿŀΩŀǿŀ wǳƴ 

for The Dry Forest.  

Right: HFIA table 

at the Ohia Love 

Fair in Pahoa. 

11/19/22. 



HFIA E -News, Winter 2022  

 

Nicole Galase of the Hawaii Cattlemanõs Council to draft plans for the creation of an 

alliance land users in Hawaii. Communications were had and presentations given to 

various groups in an effort to identify and secure participants for a trial run of the 

Hawaii Land Use Alliance (HLUA) for the upcoming 2023 legislative session .  

HLUA  seeks to  foster and facilitate improved management of Hawaiiõs land, cultural 

and natural resource s via centraliz ing communication, information sharing, education 

and calls to action  with fellow land users, which may include hunters, ranchers, 

foresters, and Hawaiian people practicing cultural activities . Alliance participants 

include the Hawaii Forest Industry Association, the Hawaii Cattlemanõs Council, the 

Hawaii Chamber of Commerce, the Edith Kanakaole Foundation and the Hawaii Island 

Game and Management Advisory Council.  

The Alliance is in its infant stage s and seeks to evolve and adjust as  a team 

throughout this first legislative  session and into the future. Eq ual input and 

collaboration by all participants is hoped for, so that each particip ating organization  

can stand clearly in itsõ individual mission and priorities, all while actively supporting 

their fellow alliance participants when possible and appropriat e.  

As a reminder, any one can access legislation drafted and submit testimony as an 

individual, online at www.capitol.hawaii.gov  

------------------------------------------------ ----------- -----------------------------------------------------------  

Dates Set for the Hawaii Wood Guild 2023  

The next Hawaii Wood Guild Exhibit, which will be its 37 th  Annual Exhibition, will be 

held at the Isaacs Art Center in Waimea on Hawaiõi Island from January 17th , 2023 

through March 10 th , 2023.  

Earlier this year, the HFIA membership 

committee visited the Hawaii Wood Guild Exhibit. 

In 2023 the HFIA Board of Direct ors and staff 

intend to visit the show for the opening reception, 

to show HFIA support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HFIA membership committee visiting the 

2022 Hawaii Wood Guild Exhibit. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
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Whatõs Happening at the Hawaiôi Forest Institute? 

 

Mahalo ôƐina Discovery Forests Project 

This project includes three Discovery Forest sites: Keauhou Bird Conservation Center 

Discovery Forest, Panaôewa Zoo Discovery Forest and Honolulu Zoo Childrenõs 

Discovery Forest.  HFI received a $40,000 award from the Hawaiôi Tourism Authority 

(HTA) through the Aloha ôƐina Program, administered by the Hawaiôi Community 

Foundation. 
 

This project includes recruiting volunteers to 

help enhance and maintain the sites, produce 

and disseminate educational materials, and 

outplant native and Polynesian-introduced 

seedlings.  These sites serve as outdoor 

classrooms for residents and visitors to learn 

about protecting and perpetuating Hawaiiõs 

forest ecosystems where cultural, natural, and 

historical attributes of Hawaiiõs forest 

ecosystems are shared.   
 

The HTA Aloha ôƐina award is funding volunteer events, site maintenance, plant ID 

signs, and Symphony of the Hawaiôi Forests educational materials for teachers and 

students. 

 

More on òGo Native: Growing a Native Hawaiian Urban Forestó Project: 

As an additional feature/phase of the Go Native project, HFI plans to launch a Go 

Native Community Portal, which will help garden designers and growers find answers 

to their questions, share their knowledge and seeds, and map existing Hawaiian 

gardens.  HFI also plans to post a Quick Reference Guide online, which has over 200 

native and Polynesian-introduced plants.  You can sign up to see the latest project 

developments at www.gonativeplants.org.  
 

Go Native funders include the Kosasa Foundation, Kaulunani Urban & Community 

Forestry Program of DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife and State & Private Forestry 

branch of the USDA Forest Service, Region 5; Atherton Family Foundation; Steve and 

Gloria Gainsley Fund of the Hawai'i Community Foundation; and individual donors 

through the Mahalo ôƐina Initiative.   

 

 

 

 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǿŜŜǘ Ǉƻǘŀǘƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƴƻƭǳƭǳ ½ƻƻ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ CƻǊŜǎǘΦ млκмрκнлннΦ 

https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/keauhou-bird-conservation-center-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/keauhou-bird-conservation-center-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/pana%e2%80%98ewa-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/honolulu-zoo-discovery-forest/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/symphony-of-the-hawaii-forests/
http://www.gonativeplants.org/
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Symphony of the Hawaiôi Forests Project 

This project will include music and artistic presentations devoted to the forests of 

Hawaiôi as well as teacher training and student educational materials.  These two 

strands will culminate in an integrated educational performance by the Hawaiôi 

Symphony Orchestra consisting of original music compositions, artwork, animations, 

and hula.  The program will be recorded for wider dissemination throughout the state.  

It is anticipated the concert will be held in Spring 2023. 
 

Project partners are University of Hawaiõi at MƑnoa colleges of Arts, Languages, & 

Letters, Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR), and Education; Hawaiôi 

Symphony Orchestra; DLNR Division of Forestry & Wildlife; HƑlau ôƹõhia; MƑlama 

Learning Center; and HFI.  
 

Project funders are US Forest Service/DLNR DOFAW Kaulunani Urban & Community 

Forestry Program, HTA, and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts.  The 

Symphony of the Hawaiõi Forests will be modeled after Symphony of the Hawaiian 

Birds. Learn more at The Symphony of the Hawaiõi Forests.   

 

Hawaiôi Island Tree Planting Project 

HFI received a $65,000 grant from American Forest to 
plant 5,000 seedling at three Hawaiôi Island sites: 
Kaôǆpǆlehu Dryland Forest, KBCC Discovery Forest, 
and HƑloa ᾶƐina.  

 

At Kaôǆpǆlehu Dryland Forest, HFI is assisting HFIA 
manage the 76-acre endangered native forest in North 
Kona.  We are incorporating forest stewardship and 
environmental and cultural education into restoration 
efforts at this culturally significant site.  

 

The KBCC Discovery Forest is providing service-
learning opportunities for volunteers and habitat and 
food for native birds.  KBCC is located within the 170-
acre Keauhou Ranch in Kaᾶǆ.  Since 2014, HFI has 
been restoring this native forest, which has an endemic 
forest canopy with Acacia koa and ôƹhiôa Lehua as the 
pioneer species.  To date 21 different native species 
have been out planted. 

 

The HƑloa ᾶƐina Restoration Project is located in South 
Kona.  HƑloa ᾶƐina is a native Hawaiian forestry and 
education organization committed to economic 

prosperity and environmental responsibility being 
guided by cultural values for a more sustainable 
Hawaiᾶi.  HƑloa ᾶƐina is planting ôIliahi, Acacia koa, 
MƑmane and Aᾶaliᾶi. 

 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ YŀΨǹǇǹƭŜƘǳΦ нлнн 

Iņƭƻŀ 'ƛƴŀ ΨLƭƛŀƘƛ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎǎΦ 

https://symphonyofthehawaiiforests.com/
http://www.symphonyofhawaiianbirds.com/
http://www.symphonyofhawaiianbirds.com/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/symphony-of-the-hawaii-forests/
https://hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/haloa-ana-royal-hawaiian-sandalwood-project/

