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Stay up to date with HFA’s upcoming events by visiting the online Calendar of Events HERE.  

 

If you would like to provide feedback regarding HFA’s Membership benefits, Outreach efforts, or to make suggestions for 

membership opportunities (or to host), please complete THIS SHORT SURVEY. 

https://hawaiiforest.org/calendar/
https://form.jotform.com/233627557241054


Officially Announcing Our New Logo 

As announced in the Spring Newsletter, the HFA board of directors decided to change the Associations name to the 

Hawaii Forest Association. By dropping the word Industry we accomplish two things, 1. detach from the negative 

connotation the word “industry” can often have, especially forestry, and 2. create a broader umbrella that better captures 

both our current membership base and invites people to the association with a wider range of interests and backgrounds 

related to Hawaii’s forests. Following the Association name change came a new logo, which we’ve begun to use on 

promotional materials and in communications, but the Board of Directors would like to officially introduce you to the new 

design. The board of directors narrowed down numerous design ideas and Gum Design, based in Hilo, brought it to life 

for us. It’s bittersweet to say goodbye to the old logo, but this fresh new design feels appropriate for this time of change 

and reorganization that the association has been in. We hope you enjoy the new logo as much as we do! 

 

 

Board Changes and Upcoming Elections 

After many years serving on the board of directors for HFA, Wade Lee has resigned from his officer position as treasurer 

as he steps into a new professional role as the USDA Rural Development Director of Hawaii and the Western Pacific. 

State Directors of Rural Development are responsible for leading local efforts to increase economic opportunity and 

improve the quality of life in rural communities. This role involves implementing USDA programs and working with local 

stakeholders to develop and support locally-driven, community-based economic strategies. We wish Wade the best of luck 

in this role and appreciate all of his contributions to HFA, and HFI, serving on both boards for a number of years. 

In Wade’s place, we welcome Tawn Speetjens to the board of the directors as an appointed interim director until the 2026 

election. Tawn is from Honokaʻa on the Big Island of Hawaiʻi, and graduated from the University of Hawaiʻi, Hilo in 

2009 with a BS in Biology, and from Purdue University in December 2022 with a MS from the Department of Forestry 

and Natural Resources. He has worked for the USFWS on Laysan Island in the northwestern Hawaiian Islands and 

banding forest birds at the Hakalau Forest National Wildlife refuge. He’s conducted watershed management with the 

Kohala Watershed Partnership and was a forester and nursery manager for the Hāloa ʻĀina Reforestation Project where he 

was introduced to the unique challenges of growing Hawaiian sandalwood species (ʻiliahi). We welcome Tawn to this new 

role and look forward to his contributions to the board and to the association.  

The next board of director’s election will take place in March or April of next year (coinciding with the Annual 

Membership Meeting (AMM)). Formal calls for nominations and candidacy will be announced in January.  

 

 



UH Cooperative Extension Forest Stewards Program 

By James B. Friday 

Most of us learn more from other people than we do from the books to the internet. Where’s a good spot to eat, what 

pickup is reliable, that sort of thing. Forest landowners also learn from each other, sometimes just by looking over the 

fence to see what your neighbor is doing.  

The Forest Stewards is a peer-to-peer learning program for forest landowners on Hawai‘i island that I have been running 

as part of my forestry extension program since 2012. The program format, which is modeled on similar programs I 

attended in Massachusetts and Vermont, is a three-day retreat where participants learn about forest ecology, tree planting, 

agroforestry, pests and diseases, and even property tax rules they can take advantage of. I bring in local experts on wildfire 

management, soil conservation, wildlife management, land trusts, and Hawaiian culture. We visit active, privately-

managed forests to learn what other landowners are doing. There is also a “team-building” aspect where participants get to 

know each other. There are no fees to participate in the program; rather, graduates agree to “give back” by spending at 

least 30 hours on some sort of educational project to pass on what they have learned in the workshop. As volunteers teach 

others, the knowledge spreads through the community. Past graduates of the Hawai‘i Forest Stewards program have: 

• Hosted neighbors and community visits to their forests to pass on what they learned 

• Hosted a field day at a local sawmill where participants brought in logs to be sawn 

• Revitalized a native plant garden at UH  

• Drafted legislation to expand the Native Forest Dedication for County property taxes 

• Organized a community to educate them about how Rapid ‘Ōhi‘a Death spreads 

• Helped develop agroforestry school gardens 

Admission to the program 

is selective, as more people 

apply than I can 

accommodate. I choose 

applicants based on 

geography and evidence of 

involvement in the 

community. Many HFA 

members have attended 

over the years. If you are 

interested, contact me at 

jbfriday@hawaii.edu or by 

calling 808-969-8254.  

J. B. Friday 

Extension Forester 

University of Hawai‘i 

Cooperative Extension 

Service 

  

 Forest Stewards visit a privately owned native forest in Volcano hosted by a former 

program participant. 

mailto:jbfriday@hawaii.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawaii’s Woodshow 2025 

Hawaii’s Woodshow is one of HFA’s longest standing projects/events and is Hawaii’s only statewide woodworking 

exhibition. The show, over the many years, has been held in various venues with their own unique advantages and 

challenges and we are proud that each year we persist to offer this exhibit featuring quality craftsmanship, and unique 

creativity and innovation using  Hawaii’s many beautiful woods. HFA staff and the Woodshow committee have been 

transparent in the challenges 

we’ve faced, and this year was 

no different. Difficulty in 

finding a venue and budgeting 

was tighter than it has ever 

been. And yet, the 34th Annual 

Hawaii’s Woodshow took place 

with success. 

Hawaii’s Woodshow spanned 

three weeks this year, October 

3rd through October 25th, at the 

Downtown Art Center in 

Honolulu. Each week a 

different educational and/or 

public event was offered 

including a Woodturning 

Demonstration by Aaron 

Hammer, a Conversation with 

the Jurors, a tour of the 

Honolulu Kupuna Shed and an 

Urban Forestry Discussion with 
Artists & Awards Reception, Friday Oct. 3rd 

Photo courtesy of the Downtown Art Center 

Visiting an agroforestry farm growing māmaki in Volcano. 



Heather McMillen, DLNR; Roxanne Adams, City & County of Honolulu; Travis Idol, University of Hawaii, Manoa; Paul 

Arinaga, Go Native Hawaii; and Robert Speer, Honolulu Kupuna Shed.   

The exhibition featured 63 artists in 

total with participation from Oahu, 

Hawai’i Island, Maui, Kauai, 

Washington state and Guam. 24 of 

the artists were high school and 

university students participating in 

the Innovation + Imagination (I+I) 

Student Challenge. Schools 

represented included Olomana High, 

Moanalua High, Kalani High 

School, Mid-Pacific Institute, 

Waiakea High (Hawai’i Island) and 

the University of Hawaii, Manoa.  

This year’s jurors, from left to right 

in the photo below, were Tom 

Calhoun (past HFA director, master 

wood artist and furniture maker), 

Heather McMillen (Hawaii State 

Urban Forester, Department of 

Land Natural Resources), and 

Katherine Love (Associate Curator 

of Contemporary Art at the Honolulu  

Museum of Art). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I+I student Challenge participants Sarah Lee and Summer Hall with Alan and Ana 

Gamble admiring the girls’ entry, Hawaiian Hale, at the Opening Reception. 

Photo courtesy of the Downtown Art Center 



Hawaii’s Woodshow 2025 Awards:  

 

Award of Excellence/Best in Show - Luke Shaffer - The Pursuit  

Best Novice - Jon Villatora - Makau Hook  

Best Furniture/Marian Yasuda Award-Mats Fogelvik - The Queen’s Table  

Best Sculpture - Luke Shaffer - Passion in Bloom  

Best Accessories - Jonathan Kinsey - Moaʻe Six Drawer Box   

Best Turning - Robert Woodward - Wedged In  

Honorable Mention - Mats Fogelvik - Fancy Coffee Table  

Honorable Mention - Joe Butterweck - Curly Koa Hall table  

Lā‘au Pono Award - Robert Woodward - Wedged In  

People’s Choice Award- Robert Woodward - Wedged In 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Innovation + Imagination Student Challenge Awards: 

 

Kent Exploration Award - Quincee Natividad - Kinetic Eye  

Best I+I - High School - Matthew E. and Ezekiel M-G. Olomana School, Ryan Olivares Instructor - Let It Flow  

Best I+I – College - Keala Bouwens, University of Hawaii, Nick Hunsiger Instructor - ʻAle - The Ripple Effect  

Encouraging Excellence Award - Sarah Lee and Summer Hall, Kalani High School, Bryan Silver Instructor - Mini 

Hawaiian Hale  

Honorable Mention High School - Damien C. - Olomana School, Ryan Olivares Instructor - Wa'a Kaukahi  

Honorable Mention College - Jenna Grabowski, University of Hawaiʻi, Nick Hunsiger Instructor, Water Under the 

Bridge  

HFA Special Award - Katherine Sewell, University of Hawaiʻi, Nick Hunsiger Instructor, Petals  

HFA Special Award – Zane Steely, University of Hawaiʻi, Nick Hunsiger Instructor, Kokoro Kumiko  

 

Puʻuhonua Society Student Awards: 

 

Emerging Artist High School - Damien C., Olomana School, Ryan Olivares Instructor Wa'a Kaukahi  

Emerging Artist High School - Sarah Lee and Summer Hall, Kalani High School, Bryan Silver Instructor, Mini 

Hawaiian Hale  

Moa’e Six Drawer Box, Jonathan Kinsey 

Wedged In, Robert Woodward 
Photos by Justin Ocampo 

Whale Tail Makau 

Hook, Jon Villatora 



Emerging Artist College - Miya Nishihira, University of Hawaii, Nick Hunsiger Instructor, Tsūka Suru Hikari  

Emerging Artist College - Jenna Grabowski, University of Hawaiʻi, Nick Hunsiger Instructor, Water under the Bridge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year also featured a Pop-Up shop where artists could offer small, non-juried items for sale. This allowed artists to 

further feature their work and versatility while also providing purchasing options at lower price points for exhibition 

visitors. Pop-Up shop participants included the Honolulu Kupuna Shed, Robert Woodward and Rachel Dunn. 

 

A special thanks to: 

o The Downtown Art Center 

o Hawaii’s Woodshow sponsors (listed here). 

o Hawaii’s Woodshow and I+I artists for their continued participation and for their time spent serving docent shifts 

during the show’s duration 

o Over 40 community volunteers who supported all aspects of the show including installation, awards, reception, 

docent sitting and break-down 

o The Hawaii’s Woodshow Committee 

o Diane Evans, Hawaii’s Woodshow Coordinator 

o HFA staff 

 

We look forward to next year’s show, because it’s always just right around the corner, and planning begins now! 

More photos and updates from Hawaii’s Woodshow 2025 can be found here. 

Petals by Katherine Sewell 

Detail of Mini Hawaiian Hale, by Sarah Lee and Summer Hall  
Photos by Justin Ocampo 

Tsuka Suru Hikari, by Miya Nishihira 

https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/
https://woodshow.hawaiiforest.org/


Membership Happenings 

This year the HFA membership committee has worked to offer more opportunities for members to gather and socialize. 

Two member socials were held over the summer, one on Hawai’i Island and one on Maui. On August 16th a small group of 

Hawai’i Island members met at Kalopa State Park for a potluck. Naturally, as plant people, we had to hike the park’s 

Nature Trail, a .7mile loop trail through existing forest and the beginnings of an arboretum. According to Google walking 

.7 miles should take 10-20 minutes, so at one hour into the walk we started wondering if we had taken the wrong trail or a 

wrong turn… we did not, we just stopped every 30 feet to inspect a different native species or unique fungi, or to admire 

natural seed dispersal. We turned 10-20 minutes into an hour and a half adventure. Needless to say, the day was a success. 

 

 

 

 

HFA directors Irene Sprecher (President)(left) and 

Aileen Yeh (right) at the beginning of the nature 

walk. 

HFA members at Kalopa State Park. 



On Maui, on September 20th in Lihue, members met at the 

Maui Nui Botanical Gardens for a potluck. A special Thank 

You to Tom Calhoun for helping to arrange and prepare for 

this gathering. It was a small group, but a great afternoon 

with good food.  

Most recently, on Saturday November 15th, 12 HFA 

members and guests were hosted by Jill Wagner and Lisa 

Diaz at the Joseph Rock Arboretum(JRA) in Kona on 

Hawai’i Island. Jill is the founder of the JRA and an HFA 

contractor and member. Lisa is JRA’s administrative 

Assistant and Educator. The mission of the Joseph Rock 

Arboretum is to collect and study trees, shrubs and plants 

of Hawaii and around the world. Its’ goal is to teach people 

how to care for natural environments through hands on 

seed collection, seed banking, propagation and field work. 

The Arboretum includes forest restoration, a hardwood 

timber grove, a native dry forest site, a succulent garden, 

greenhouses, the Hawai’i Island Seedbank and a small 

agroforestry area. Jill led members and guests on a 1.5hour 

tour of these sites followed by a picnic lunch.  

 

 

 

 

Right: Prior to the walking tour, Jill and Lisa gave a talk 

providing site history, Botanist Joseph Rock’s history, Dry 

Forest status updates and more.  

Above: In the field, discussing the plan for sculptures to 

someday soon be incorporated into the Arboretum.  

HFA members at the Maui Nui Botanical Gardens 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking out over 

the hardwood 

timber grove. 

Trees range 

between two 

and four years 

old. 

The greenhouse.                                                                                              Inside the seed bank.  



Upcoming Events  

HFI Christmas Tree Sale 

For the third year in a row, the Hawaii Forest Institute(HFI) is holding a Christmas Tree Sale offering locally grown 

species. HFI will be selling the  trees that remain from the two-year Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka, Locally-grown 

potted Christmas Tree Project which was funded by a $40,000 grant over two years starting in January 2023 from the 

Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture (HDOA) to grow potted Christmas trees. This phase of the project included working 

with Kealakekua Forest Nurseries, Forest Solutions, Inc. and Aileen’s Nursery to grow seven different species; Italian 

Stone Pine (Pinus pinea), Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata), Sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum), Cook Pine (Araucaria 

columnaris), Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria heterophylla), ʻAʻaliʻi (Dodonaea viscosa), ʻAlaheʻe (Psydrax odorata). 

 

40 trees remain including Norfolk Pines, Italian Stone Pines, Sequoia and ‘Alahe’e and will be for sale on Black Friday, 

Nov. 28th and Saturday, Nov. 29th at the Pana’ewa Farmers Market in Hilo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Ornament Workshops 

 

What started as workshops to create ornaments to decorate the Christmas Trees has turned into an opportunity that HFA 

hopes to offer annually for members and guests to work closely with locally grown woods turned into one of a kind 

Christmas Ornaments.  

 

In 2023 HFA director Aaron Hammer hosted a workshop out of his Papaikou based woodworking studio giving 

participants a chance to see woodturning in action and to try it themselves. Participants also helped to sand and finish 

ornaments, donating their time and energy to the Hawai‘i Papahana Lāʻau Kalikimaka/Christmas Tree Project (and taking 

a few ornaments home as a mahalo!). Last year HFA, with the generous donation of space, time, and support of Nalu 

Builds, hosted a similar workshop where participants finished ornaments that Aaron had “pre-fabricated”. The ornaments 

were used to decorate trees were donated and sold last November and December, and participants got to personalize a few 

to take home. 

Aaron has been busy the last few weeks turning ornaments once again for these upcoming workshops:  

If you would like to attend one of this year’s workshops, register here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/hfiaoutreach/ornament-workshop--nalu


HFIA Online Shop 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purchase of any item from the HFIA online store helps to support HFIA’s mission of promoting healthy and 

productive forests and a sustainable forest industry through forest management, education, planning, information 

exchange, and advocacy. Some items available include T-shirts, water bottles, mugs and Hawaii’s Woodshow calendars. 

 

Visit https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/ to see the selection of items available and make your purchase. 
 

HFIA Committee Updates 

Committee Quarter Update 
Executive 

Develop a Board of Directors that 

supports the strategic plan 

priorities and increases the impact 

of HFIA on the members served. 

The Executive committee over the last quarter has continued to focus on revenue 

opportunities, Hawaii’s Woodshow and has also moved into discussions 

surrounding the 2026 elections and updating HFA’s Strategic Plan, which will 

take place throughout next year.  

Membership 

Develop a plan to grow and retain 

membership by providing members 

with opportunities for dialog, 

education, advancement and  

improvement in all aspects of 

Hawaii’s forest industry. 

 

Since spring the membership committee has organized and hosted two 

membership socials and one member site visit and looks forward to the two 

upcoming ornament workshops, which are open to both HFA members and non-

members alike. 

Healthy and Productive Forests 

Work to improve the health and 

productivity of Hawaii’s forests. 

 

*The Healthy and Productive Forests Committee is seeking a Chair to spearhead 

the Committee’s efforts. Committee members do not have to be board members.  

Forest Industry 

Be a catalyst to facilitate a strong, 

prosperous and diverse forest 

industry. 

This committee has continued to work closely with HFA staff, the Hamakua 

Institute and DOFAW personnel to draft, refine and publish an updated Hawaii 

Forest Products Price Analysis/Price List. 

Legislative 

Be recognized and respected as 

Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

Connect with policy makers to 

provide guidance on forestry 

issues and connect with like-

minded groups. 

 

 

The Legislative Committee is set to resume activity early in the new year as the 

State legislative session opens Jan. 15th, 2026. 

Education and Training 

Be recognized and respected as 

Hawaii’s forest industry experts. 

Provide educational opportunities.   

The Education and Training Committee is not highly active at this time, but 

ongoing education efforts take place at Haloa Aina and Ka‘ūpūlehu Dryland 

Forest. 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

Woodworking 

Support and Promote Hawaii’s 

Woodworking Artists 

The woodworking committee has been working with the Membership committee 

to organize upcoming ornament workshop and seeks to do more moving forward, 

interested in incorporating new ideas into the Strategic Plan the Board of 

Directors will be writing next year. 

*This Committee is currently seeking members. 

https://shop.hawaiiforest.org/


Mahalo to New and Renewing HFIA Members 

Corporate Members 

Taylor Coons, Kevin Coons, Nalu Builds 

Nicholas Koch, Siglo Tonewoods 

Roy Lambrecht Woodworking 

Warren Lee, Hu Honua 

Hawaii Tourism Authority 

Business Members 

Robert Kurosu, Kotaro Guitars 

Charijean Wantanabe, Akamai Glass Company 

Charles O’Neil, Na Aina Kai Botanical Gardens 

Sydney & Maruice Smith, Maliko Coffee Estate 

Kim Parker, My Life is Dirt Landscaping 

Joseph Butterweck 

Jake Enslein 

Individual Members 

                                                                      

 

 

 

        

                       *New member 

 

 

 

Bill DeMent 

*James McNett 

Chip Hartman 

John DeHaan 

Michael Weitzenhoff 

*Sharon Twigg Smith 

*Blue Smith 

Travis Idol 

*Colin Yanagida 

Robert Speer 

Robert Woodward 

Richard Cunningham 

Larry Nitz 

Scott Hare 

DLNR-DOFAW 

JB Friday 

Joel Bright  

Kelly Dunn 

*Rachel Dunn 

Eric Lebuse 

Larry Zolezzi 

*Jonathan Kinsey 

*Hank &Ronaele 

Wittington 

*Ralph Goto 

Francisco Clemente 

Patrick Bremser 

Aaron Hammer 

Jon Villatora 

George Woolard 

Stephen Hynson 

Kathleen Friday 

 

 

Pu’uhonua Society 

Jill Ficke-Beaton 

Andy Cole 

Andrew Penny  

*Myra Myatt 

Jhamandas Watumull Fund  

*Carol Aki 

*Nohea Gallery 

Marian Yasuda 

Tai Lake 

Rollo Scheurenbrand 

Atherton Family Foundation 

Teva Beatty 

Andrea Gill 

*Darshi Banan 

*Diane Marshall 

 

 

 

 



Hawaii Forest Association Directors: 

President At-large  Irene Sprecher  President, Forest Solutions, Inc. 

Vice President At-large  Taylor Coons  Managing Director, Nalu Builds/Nalu Creative 

Secretary Hawai’i  Nicholas Koch  General Manager, Siglo Tonewoods, LLC 

Director   At-large  Tawn Speetjens  Graduate Research Assistant Forestry & Natural Resources, Purdue University 

Director  Kaua'i  Jeremy Campbell  Owner, Kauai Forest to Function 

Director  At-large  Doug Gordon  Woodworker/Owner, Hawaiian Fine Furniture 

Director  Hawai`i  Aaron Hammer  Woodworker, Hammer Craft 

Director  Oahu  Michael Sowards  Woodworker/Owner, Koality Woods, LLC 

Director  At-large  Aileen Yeh  Horticulturist/Owner, Aileen's Nursery/HARC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Hawai'i Forest Industry Association 

   7192 Kalaniana‘ole Highway 

     Suite A-143A, #249 

        Honolulu, HI 96825-1849 

 

          Phone: 808-933-9411 

          General Email: hfia@hawaiiforest.org 

         Membership Inquiries: hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

Website: www.hawaiiforest.org 

Newsletter Articles Wanted! 

If you have a story to share about your forestry-related business or project, please contact us: 

hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org 

mailto:hfia@hawaiiforest.org
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org
http://www.hawaiiforest.org/
mailto:hfia.outreach@hawaiiforest.org

