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HYCC intern Austin Ah Puck broadcasts native seed. Native 

plants will help control erosion along this steep slope. Photo: 

Kealakaói L. Knoche. 
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Aupaka Preserve Hale. Photos: David Sato. 

Kealakehe Intermediate Na Kahumoku Youth Leadership 

Program students assist Site Manager Wilds Brawner at 

Laóióǽpua Preserve. Photos: Keoki A. Carter. 

Family Support Hawaii volunteer work day at Laóióǽpua Preserve. Photo: 

Keoki A. Carter. 
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http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/dryland-forest-projects/la%E2%80%98i%E2%80%98opua-dryland-forest-preserve-2/
http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our-projects/dryland-forest-projects/la%E2%80%98i%E2%80%98opua-dryland-forest-preserve-2/
http://www.drylandforest.org/kealakehe-restoration%E2%80%94hui-laau-kamaaina
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n awesome group of community volunteers made 

significant progress at the Panaóewa Zoo Discovery 

Forest work day on August 27th. Boulders were set 

in place and native seedlings were outplanted in the 

Native Forest area. Numerous truck loads of debris 

were cleared from the Agro-forest site, leaving the site 

ready for agro-forest seedlings and hardscapes. Smaller 

rocks were gathered for a rock wall to be constructed in 

the agro-forest, giving volunteers a good workout. It 

was exciting to see Landscape Architects, Leonard 

Bisel Associates design plans coming to life. 

 Dr. Yiqing Li and his University of Hawaiói, Hilo 

(UHH) Tropical Forestry Program students tagged all 

the outplants. The students are establishing a field-

based lab within the native and agro-forests. At this out-

door classroom, in addition to tagging plants, students 

will map, monitor, and document plant growth, phenol-

ogy, and mortality rates of the outplants.  

 Contributions such as plants and planting materials, 

interpretive features, signage, and pavers for viewing 

platforms are being sought. To learn more about the 

many ways you can support the Discovery Forest, 

download the Sponsorship Packet Discovery Forest 

Sponsorship Packet. 

 The Hawaiói Forest Institute (HFI), a 501 (c) (3) 

nonprofit organization, is seeking monetary and in-kind 

donations for the project. HFI created a Discovery For-

est webpage at http://www.hawaiiforestinstitute.org/our

-projects/pana%E2%80%98ewa-zoo-discovery-forest/, 

which provides an opportunity to donate either through 

a one-time donation or planned monthly contributions.  

 The Hawaiói Tourism Authority contributed 

$30,000 and Change Happens Foundation contributed 

$5,000 to the project. Other project contributors include 

Aileenôs Nursery, Big Island Candies, Community Col-

legeôs Forest TEAM and Jr. Forest TEAM, Forest Solu-

tions, Friends of the Zoo, Hawaii Forest & Trail, HPM 

Building Supplies, Jay Warner, MǕlama O Puna, Tar-

get, Peter and Heather Simmons, Tree Works Inc., and 

UH College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Re-

source.  × 
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